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Spokane, Wa. The final planning continues and looks to bea& iggunion. By the time
you get this issue, the deadline for the reunion would haweg@dmit if you decide that yo
still want to come, contact Dan Danish and he wietgour information. Make sure you
& reserve your room by 14 Aug 2009 and make sure you tell them goutarthe AFGA

¢ will have to contact me and | will see what | can taalget the $99 room rate.

A few reminders when you show up at the reunion. When lyow sip at the registration desk make sur
you review your registration form to ensure it is accur&econd, let someone at the registration desk
know if you have any special needs (diabetic, handicagatd, Third, check your name tag and coding
the tours you signed up for. Fourth, review your banquebtatpke sure it reflects your dinner choice.

Fifth, don’t forget to sign up for your seat selectiontfee banquet. Sixth, volunteer to help with the I’eLE-
u

ion (manning the registration table, helping out in the Bo§pitality room, running raffles, serving as b
commander, or anything else that might come up). Remeiméxer will not be a breakfast included with

By the time you read this edition of the Short Burstilt be almost time for our reunion ir

Reunion. If you try to book a room after that date,rteems will not be available and you

¥
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your room rate so you will be on your own for breakfabhe hotel does have a place you can eat at in fhe

lobby. Once again the AFGA will not be selling alcohal éimus are subject to the prices set by the hot
We have no say on what price they charge. The Ilslito great for us to sell alcohol. This is no chan
from the reunion in Omaha. If you want to play golfuyaust contact Ralph Sterns and he will give yot
the details for the golfing event. His contact inforiorais in the Short Burst. During the banquet we w
have a Cash Wine Station for those of you who wouldtokieuy a bottle of wine for the banquet dinner.
Sunday night will be the “Open Mike” so if you would likewear your old uniform, if you can fit into it,

feel free to do so.

There are a few items that we will discuss during the@ress meeting. One of the items will be the pro
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LESS

of setting up a reunion and what it takes to make a reunmessful. | will have some numbers on usinp a

reunion planner and what we spent by using our own officeratogpteunion. Another item that has be
brought to my attention is the possibility of inviting Bsfit/Canadian gunners to a reunion to see what t)
of turn out we get. | am not advocating that we makentmembers. Inviting them to the reunion in Flo
ida would make sense if any British gunners would like toetihk trip since 2011 reunion will be on the
east coast. This is just an idea that might bringesteng stories that we have not heard before and als
compare some of the similarities of being a gunner ififerdnt country. We will also need to discuss th
future of the AFGA BX and see if it is still self sigient. | will ask Neil to give us a rundown on the BX
operations.

| look forward in seeing you at the reunion. If you kn@mmeone who is not going, pass the word on aQ
the reunion and see if you can get them to come. SpoR#&mnbas been in the running for several reunid
to be the site on the West Coast and it's now tinteate a great reunion.

See you in Spokane, Wa.

John Stallings
President
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SFOKANE HERE WE COME!!! The AFGA Reunion is just around the corner now spé all of you who are

' planning on coming have all signed up and gotten your reservations in. For those thiokinig still- there is not
much time left and we certainly would enjoy seeing you there. You still malglbeo get the room rate (supposedly
he cutoff time was 15 August) by calling the hotel. If this fails, call Dandba(2i10)520-1517) or John Stallings at
815)568-5649) and have him get the rate for you. Get your registration in AS&lPhHaye not already sent it in. We
are really looking to seeing all of you there—maybe even my stories hiaer geen bigger now—I certainly heard a
ot of BIG ones at the last reunion in Omaha. These reunions are a lot of fuyesamge certainly need to work on
getting the costs down and this certainly will be an item of discussion at thessusieeting in Spokane.

The cover of this edition of the Short Bursts reflects the enormousteskimpact that Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force Paul Airey
had on the enlisted force, including the gunners, during his time in that position. Unfdytudatenot get the notice in time to put it in the
April edition as it was already at the printers. Still, this is timely artdioéy well deserved tribute. For me personally, | owed CMSAF
Airey a debt of gratitude because his intervention and help cleared the wayttbbauz®me a gunner in 1969. We all can be proud of him
and of his service to our Country as a gunner in WWII as well as the rest cfthiguished career. He set a standard for all of us to live up
to during our service in the USAF.

In the last issue | made a request for donations to purchase a piece of gunmnyer Hietstory of how that all turned out is in this edition.
While we did not get 20 folks to help, those that we did get made it all possibleyaniieanks to all of you who supported this effort and |
hope you like the piece in this edition about how it went about and how one canpstill hel

| have included an article written by Joe Galloway, McClatchy Nepesgaon page 46 that | believe all of you will find interesting. Mr.
Galloway was a news reporter who was “embedded” with an Army unit and & Brahg valley with the Army during that battle and later
help co-write the book “We Were Soldiers Once—and Young” along with the Commbtadiédoore. It is sort of a follow-up to parts of
the story that remained untold. (“Embedded” was not a term used then but applicable now.)

The last 3 pages of this edition have the story of Wallace Van Sandt— a Belinter who was killed in 1944 when the B-17 he was in
was shot down in Yugoslavia and of his 1941 Harley motocycle. | was able tosgatahésting story into the Short Bursts at the last min-
ute only with the help of the Communications Manger, Amanda Lee, of HarlegddavMotors Co. Without her help | would not have had
the complete story as released by the Harley-Davidson Museum inlNé&aWI. Much thanks to her for her efforts in getting the digital
images and story to me on such short notice.

| have received several long articles which | have put aside for later mgugant to thank Don Partain, Paul Savko, Donald Sutherland,
Jack Thompson, Edwardine Saul and Joe Manos (Thanks for the B-32 book, Joe) for kendinist ran out of room on this edition and
will work them in beginning in the December 09 issue (if still the Editor) - protzabbuple of others that | have forgotten to mention also
(my apologies). They all are interesting stories and need to be told—glewviliem in!

Neil Richards, our BX Officer, has some new items listed in the BX secfiake a look at the new wood block B-52 Polo Shirts that are
now available. Neil has new hat/lapel pins available that came in arounde¢h&d put out the April 09 issue that will also be available at
the reunion BX in Spokane.

A reminder that the April 2008 Short Bursts contained a copy of the current AFGA&vs. | would recommend that all planning to
attend the Spokane Reunion to bring that copy along with you for reference at aesbumseeting to be held. Sometimes it is needed for
reference and/or clarification—plus any changes that need to be discussetedngpen by the membership.

On page 37 you will find a hand drawn composite by Bill Gaddes of the B-29 fire comstieris Bill sent this in with a larger piece but we
had a request for more info on the various fire control systems on the Baohidelt this was a good spot to insert one in this issue. | will
continue to add more info on the various systems as | receive them. aehiswery good drawing and Bill certainly deserves credit for this
excellent piece. His well written document on the “The Profession of FéeXidrial Gunnery” that | have will start showing up in the Short
Bursts after this reunion. The pages for the reunion information will no longeetiechend | should be able to get a few more stories into
the upcoming issues then.

There will be some discussion about possibly reducing the number of Short Burstodwo in order to save money at the upcoming busi-
ness meeting. Would like to hear from all of you about what you think can be donenoedriving three issues a year printed. | have
been a life member for over 20 years now and certainly have gotten more tshamgf benefits from being one. Perhaps we could break
out the subscription rates for the Short Bursts and ask all life membeisambdeen around 10 years or so to contribute $10 a year for the
subscription each year or something like this. This is MY idea, not ang fostered by anyone else, but it would be one way to get back
into the positive side of producing this “newsletter”, if you will. Anyone outethéth ideas, let me know them. | can cut the number of
pages down, eliminate color pages, reduce size of paper to save maikngiwolstt don't think that will save a lot. Anyway, put your
thinking caps on and give it some thought. In the meantime, keep the stories cominigkes~jiour inputs to make this a good newsletter.
Many THANKS to those who have contributed already with their storieadiaies. Hope to see a lot of you in Spokane thisegept

ber.

Bob



Hard to believe the year is half over! The weatheuad here has been a little misleading, as it's baeg ra
and downright cold at times instead of out typical Oma&lramertime temperatures. The only telling signs
summer lately have been the sounds of aluminum béte &ollege World Series. Guess | shouldn’t com;

plain as | am sure we will go from 70 to 95 overnight!

The status of our membership continues to be good.véAniembership continues to hover around 1300 n
| bers. As mentioned in previous issues, the majoritge@hbers have elected Life Memberships (more thal
iy 850). | keep thinking that the remainder of you are in thegss of deciding to convert... Remember, oné
benefit of Life Membership is not having to write ticheck each year!

As | have discussed in past issues we do have severaltisatie® need to keep working on regarding membership. Bluame
continues to be accurate address information. | contonget back several renewal notices a month that atécsseur annual pay
ing members and if I'm getting them back | suspect theyakso not receiving their Short Bursts. | would asfouf are planning o
moving (or have moved) make sure you make a note to tlatlefwith your new address info so we can keep up yoth You
can send me an e-mail with the update or if you don’t eaweil or use the internet drop a short note in dgelar mail. Calling
me directly is also an option but | do still work during thay so be sure to leave a message on my answetigma. If anyone
has any other ideas about this | would still like to Hieam.

Soliciting new members is always important. The rtiex¢ you have a conversation with someone you knowavgasiner ask
them if they are a member and if not point them indingction or send me their phone number. | wilgked to follow-up.

For Annual members, | will continue to send renewalaestion a monthly basis based on your birth month. étetign the lower
portion of the notice along with your check in the pded envelope. Lastly, please review the informatiothe notice for accu-
racy and provide any changes needed. If you have anauhdadss please check it for accuracy or provide orat Ifsted previ-
ously.

Here’s to having a fun*4of July and a great summer!

Jim
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REUNION NOTICE/REQUEST FROM NANCY CALDWELL

We will again have a picture board at the Reunion for Hunks. We'll also have one for "Buddies.” Bring a picture to
post (preferably a copy) along with the name(s) of those pictured and give them to Nancy Caldwell. Anyone having
photos they wish to contribute but are not attending the reunion can mail them to:

Nancy Caldwell
16997 Old Q Road
Blanchardville, WI, 53516

Photos must reach Nancy in Wisconsin by mid-July before the Caldwell bus heads out for the great Northwest. See
you at the Reunion!

Nancy Caldwell

Editor’s note: Thanks, Nancy, for the reminder—it is always a fun thing to see on the wall at the reunions—some of
those photos must have been “photoshopped” - did we ever look that young—and good? ha ha ..... Bob
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AFGA WEB MASTER FORMALLY APPOINTED BY THE BOARD

This Spring the AFGA Association Officers formallyade the position of AFGA Web Master an appointed positiof i
our Association under provisions of our current AFGA Bawls Article Six which states (among other things):
“Where business affairs necessitate immediate chaagesjority vote of the Elected Officers is sufficiéminstitute
these changes.” No voting rights went with this pasisimce it is not an elected position. It was felt tha AFGA
Web Master was an important post and participated in,dailjine AFGA operations maintaining the AFGA Web
Site. The Association President sent out the foligwnemo to the Board which stated the following:
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Name Home Town Acft Flown Card Number
New Members
John DeGeare Medical Lake, WA B52 4008
George Smith Clark Fork, ID B17, B25, A20, B29 4007
Michael Radke Huberyus, WI B52 L3111
Recent Upgrades to Life Membership
Norman Riddick Doyline, LA B29 L0368
Charlie Shinn Hendersonville, TN B52 L2330
Frank Dancey Shrewsbury, NJ B17 L2187
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Hello Robert,

Sir, thank you for the nice job on the newsletter each quarter. | am aware of the time
and talent necessary to complete this monthly chore! A very good job well done!

Enclosed is a very interesting well-documented +*/ '%$%"0%1 2*3 EdwardM. Ire-
land recently. | read the story carefully with great interest especially the relationship
to the number thirteen. | contacted Edward and specifically ask how | might help him
to get out his most unusual story.

| suggested several options to get the story published and ask his permission to forward the story di-
rectly to you as last option. He gave permission to mail you the story that you can publish and in-
cluded the story in The Short Burst space available. He is involved with volunteering at the VA Hospi-
tal encouraging them to tell their stories before they are lost forever.

| will continue to send articles/stories for your use in the next publication. | am also including another
story of James C. Padgett, Jr. He too is in the VA Nursing Home in Anderson, SC for the last thirteen
years. Johnny my brother (a Navy Guadalcanal CUB-I survivor) and | have spent time with James to
learn his story. | have written the first part of his story and what | believe can be several more stories
from future visits. | can submit them later as | get them in shape to mail. These will be mailed with ad-
ditional narrative as | complete them. See what you think? The two stories are very straightforward
and supported well with copious documentation and photographs, and very interesting for sure.

Let me know if you think, this is as | envision the use of the stories. Some can stand alone as interest-
ing stories and others might be used in future issues? The documents and pictures copy well enough
to print as you have permission to use them.

Kindest wishes for continued success and a happy year!

oW,

Respectfully, Paul M. Savko

Editor's Comment—Paul, | have included the story in the following pages behind your letter that you
sent about James C. Padgett, Jr. in this edition of the Short Bursts and am looking forward to receiv-
ing the other installments for future editions. Thank you for the nice compliment about the Short
Bursts also—but be careful, you may have to buy me a new hat at the reunion if you keep it up.

Bob

THIS AND THAT

Proper Recognition, Albeit Delayed William Norred, a B-26 bomber pilot in World War legeived a posthumous Distinguished
Flying Cross with Valor April 13 during a ceremony in @ngille, Ala. Lt. Gen. Allen Peckkxktp://r.listpilot.net/c/
afa/3tzeqiw/13npy , Air University commander, presented the awardao®d's widow Doris. The DFC recognizes Norred,

who died last August, for his heroism and outstanding skillsng a bombing mission over the Rizzo Airdrome, I§icin June 15,
1943. According to his citation, the then-captain "contrithsiagularly” to the success of a B-26 raid when he coatirio lead his
formation, despite damage to his aircraft from intemdieaarcraft fire, to complete a "devastating” bombing. He then outmaneu-
vered 12 enemy fighters that pounced upon his unescortedlfaiterst December, the Air Force Board for Cor@ciof Military Re-
cords reviewed Norred's records and corrected his cadiedoying that he be awarded the DFC. "This ceremaonesents justice
delayed, but justice done," Peck told Mrs. Norred. She '$didpw my husband is looking down, a little embasexks perhaps, but
pleased with this. | can only think of two words to s@gank you.™ Thanks to Pete K. for this article.
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WWII B-25 AFRICA/EGYPT STORY

A World War Il B-25 Africa/Egypt  Story that needs to be told!

This story begins like most at the beginning for me. Two daKs after Christmas 2008 a recorded message from a
Ms. Hazel Padgett, a woman and name unknown to me. This would soon change and quickly when | replayed
the message. She introduced herself and discussed her being a long time resident of and currently living in
Spartanburg. Having seen my name and my Spartanburg address in the December issue of The Short Bursts
she wanted to tell me about James. It seems James is a twelve year (long time) resident of The Richard M.
Campbell Veterans Nursing Home in Anderson South Carolina. Hazel believed he might like and could stand
some company and conversation from another gunner.

She was more than correct as we decided to visit James on Sunday the 28" We received some driving instruc-
tions, landmarks and a thank you from Hazel. Brother Johnny and | got on the freeway and headed south to
Anderson, my usual wrong turn, and the normal stopping to ask directions got us pretty much headed on
course correctly. Yet, another frantic lost stop for additional directions south only to pass our destination. A rear
view mirror look and retracin(T; our traveled road we turned into the well-manicured tree lines drive to the front
door of Richard M. Campbell from Veterans Nursing Home office.

The office staff knew and recognized James C. Padgett Jr., after signing in as visitors, we were escorted in per-
son down very wide long hallways while admiring many artfully done painted murals and copious framed docu-
ments of the founding fathers of early American history. Turning right, walking more, then left; soon | thought
secretly how would | find my way back and out? The halls were hospital scrubbed clean, smelled clean and
soon room 408 loomed in front of us.

James Padgett was a surprise in his wheel chair looking surprised at havin? new unknown visitors and com-
pany. This World War 1l B-25 gunner veteran wears his age well at 86 as life has been kind to him it seems.
James was |oleasant of disposition and talked freely sharing conversation and answering continuous questions
of family, military and his hometown of Spartanburg. We began conversing; sharing some common shared mili-
tary experiences, some gunner stories. Soon several aloums and memento books were pulled from drawers so
those events, and old black comer mounted pictures helped to clarify and define shared information.

Lunch in the large memorable cafeteria, many choices of greens, breads, meats, and drink choices at a flat
reasonable dollar rate was convincing to me. | told myself talking out loud this is somewhat better food than the
usual institutional offerings "l Will Return”. Piano played music softly by a staff member was pleasant to listen
to, hear and follow along with silent my words or a soft hum.

We returned to room 408 and spent more time renewing our visit with James. He has a vegl impressive sharp
mind and effortlessly recalls so many details and events eﬁsily. His clear memory recalled how and when he
deployed to Africa as it was slightly different from the 12" Bombardment Group (M) USAAF deployment to
Egypt. Special Orders #201 directed the Ruet crew Fz-145-EF-13 to ferry a new aircraft overseas. A normal
pre-flight walk: around inspection, quick test-hop, taking signature delivery of a new B-25-H model with serial
number 43-4935 they became the proud crew and sole owners of a B-25. Departing Ft. Meyers, Florida, James
Padgett and crew of five was going to North Africa.

Padgett's crewmen were:

Pilot 2nd Lt. Lawrence J. Ruet AFSW 1081, S/N AO 0168058

Navigator 2nd Lt. Charles J. Plant Jr., AFSW 1034, S/N AO 0722359
Engineer/Gunner Sgt. James C. Padgett Jr. AFSC 748, S/IN AF 14072540
Radio Operator/Gunner Cpl. Sebastain J. Piettro, AFSC 757, S/IN AF32821289
Gunner Sgt. Fred-N Patterson AFSC 612, S/N AF 383445 81

Some 55 B-25's left Ft. Meyers Florida to the Antilles, Brazil, Ascension Island across Africa to Sudan and
north to Egypt. The deployment involved two newly formed squadrons that secretly had practiced dropping
bombs in a wheat field near Fresno. No aircraft were lost arriving at the final destination of the Egyptian Delta.
The two wings were the 12th and the 98 that setup housekeepinfg and began dtraining for desert tactics of war-
fare and nawgatiorr]1 The. 12th Bombardment. Group consisted of t~81 st, .82" squadrons at Deversoir and the
83rd and the 434" at Ismailia . Each squadron had individual logo's that rarely appeared on the aircraft but
saw lots of B-25 nose-art instead. In the publication “Earthquake’s Odyssey” a T/Sgt Roy I, Miller of the 81*
Squadron describes their new home away from home, -as "That desert sure was a helluva place" - Stifling hot
and blindly bright in the daytime and bitterly cold and usually pitch dark .at night".

Living with the British RAF comrades and eating with desert flies, the British named "Gyppo Tummy" dysentery
was spread by numerous fly swarms. It was almost impossible to take a bite of food without a fly making a




WWII B-25 AFRICA/EGYPT STORY,

three-point landing on your fork. Quickly the Americans set up their own mess with strict-fly controls and boiling
water for washing- the mess kits.

The 12th came to Egypt to help the British Army under Field Marshall Lord Montgomery drive the Germans and
specifically General Erwin Rommel out of North Africa. Training with The Royal Air Force in "Suez daily learning
to fly tight eighteen (18) ship formations consisting of B-25's .and A-20's named and called Baltimore's by the
British Royal Air Forces. Some valuable practical combat experience was gained by frequent attacks to Rom-
mel's supply lines and precious gasoline depots. Rommel could neither build up supplies nor maintain any re-
serve stockpiles-due to heavy large scale bombing by the allies. Attacking- the German maritime shipping around
Greece, Crete, Benghazi and Tobruk limited Rome's supply lines bylimiting shipping deliveries. The 12th Bom-
bardment Group was in Ismailia Egypt scarcely a week before the battle of Alam Haifa.Ridge began August
1942. Rommel was desperate and out of materials. Rommel, realizing this was his last chance to break out Of
the El Alamein surrounded box, desperately needed to capture Alexandra some sixty miles away. The grand
prize was his attempt to jump over from Alexandria to the Suez Canal. Ismailia was the center city along the
Suez Canal corridor. The RAF and the 12™ Bomb Wing equally participated in the five-day battle of Alam Haifa.

The British Eight Army was ready, loose sand hampered trucks, tanks, and wheeled or track vehicles plus short
supplies bogged down the two day thrust. General Rommel began a slow retreat back towards El Taque-Bah-el
Qattara. The Battle of Alam Halfa was the first time in warfare history that air power alone had been the decisive
factor in the defeat of a major tank attack. Rommel did not have any air supremacy and fully realized his situation
was limited in equipment, supplies, resources, and became very desperate except to retreat.

Included here are short excerpts and battle statistics from The Earthquakes 12th Bombardment Group (M)
USAAF Publication, page 16.

"The Battle of Alam Halfa was the first encounter of direct contact between American forces and Hitler's Panzer
divisions anywhere. Rommel called this battle "bomb-carpets" which quickly destroy great quantities of German
materials and supplies grouped together on the barren desert. American Allies dropped 868 tons of bombs in
over 3,500 sorties, of which the 12th carried out 48 missions (multi-18 aircraft formation) and the 57" near 150
missions. Adding to the equipment losses, damage and casualties were the deadly rock splinters that explosions
sent flying around and thru the German depots and encampments.” A German POW explained how the 12th
Group got the name, The Earthquakes, "He said during anyone of the bombing attacks the ground would shake
like an earthquake."

Part two, three and perhaps four of this story will be written and submitted to "The Short Bursts" a quarterly publi-
cation of The Air Force Gunners Association”. The AFGA issues an excellent quarterly news publication to mem-
bers covering all the Bomber "B" Aircraft in Air Force inventory that carried gunners with an AFSC of 32351 or
Aerial Gunner Classification.

Those individuals that wish to write or visit with James C. Padgett Jr. can do so by calling, writing or a personal
visit using the information provided and shared here.

Driving direction to The Richard M. Campbell Veterans Nursing Home in Anderson South Carolina. Take Busi-
ness 85 to Interstate 85 and at exit 34 bearing left to Highway 29, passing a Flea Market. Several miles past the
Amenity Church and at the traffic light turn left onto Belton Highway (look left for a large one story blue business
Hill Electric sign). Follow Belton Highway for two miles and turn left into the campus of the nursing home located
at 4605 Belton Highway, Anderson South Carolina 29621. Phone 864 261- 6734, room 408

Respectfully submitted for review, additions or deletions and corrections prior to further processing or considera-
tion for publication request.

Paul M. Savko, P.E.
Editor's Note: Many Thanks, Paul for this history lesson. We will be anxiously awaiting parts 2, 3 and 4 to ap-

pear in the Short Bursts in future editions. Will try to get photos of Mr. Padgett Jr. into next segment—not
enough room this one. His survival in the B-26 crash he was in should be interesting. Bob
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Paul & Bob,

On PagBe 8 of the April 2009 “Short Bursts” there isciupe of the B-29 “Miss Rapid City” with a WW Il ane | looked over the
lists of B-29s that | have which shows serial numbaisin some case names: but there is no “Miss Rapitl @itgny incomplete
lists. This B-29 has a black underside. Unfortunatelg,nbt possible to see in the_l_ﬂicture if there whsver forward gun turret; i
there were none, one could be 100 percent sure thas B1&h Bomb Wing B-29. The 315th Bomb Wing’s B-29s had tail gun
rets only, no other gun turrets. The black underside®date in the war and were suppose make it moreudiffiar the manually
operated Japanese searchli%hts to locate and lock-é29alBring night missions. The 315th Bomb Wing’s B-29s flely on sin-
gle aircraft night missions. They diddpinpoint bombing usingrtAP% Eagle Radar, such as knocking out individual stor-
age tanks and related facilities. In addition to ﬁetroletmage facilities and refineries, Japan had sonueanil fields with produc
ing wells on the west side of Honshu Island, their msland. The 315th Bomb Wing was stationed at Northwedt Fbuam. They
flew their first mission on 26 June 1945. They onlg hhout six weeks of combat time and the war was oveir B-29s were
from the Bell Aircraft plant in Marietta, Georgia.

There were black underside B-29s scattered through the 38t , 313th and 314th Bomb Wings. If you scan the booksdnat
tain WW Il pictures of B-29 with nose art, you see e groups bomb groups seem to have a significant desutoam black
underside B-29 like the 497th BG - 73rd BW (Isley Field, Sgipéso for the 6th BG - 313th BW (North Field, Tinian)n&nof
these bomb groups were doing nighttime mine laying.

| was a top gunner in the 58th BW (West field, Tinian).cBlanderside B-29s were not very common in our bomb wirtgervwve
saw one, we would wonder why it was in our bomb wingv@svere doing both day and night missions.

I am going to try to make contact with an ex-315BW’er dl fout if he has a list of their B-29 with names. Il ask him to see
if “Miss Rapid City” was one of theirs— if so will géte info to you.

Roger Sandstedt

r.sandstedt@att.net

Follow-up by Roger:

| have contacted some knowledgeable ex-315th Bomb Wing emsrabd they can't find any information of a Miss Rafity B-
29 being in their BW. It must have been in one of theroibur Bomb Wings. So | have hit a dead end.

Regards, Roger Sandstedt
Thanks for looking and the info, Roger—perhaps we’ll heanfothers with information about the Miss Rapid Cit2 8- Bob

Dear Sir;

| suspect | have written this before but it was not published. To be kind | am pissed about the whole thing. The bone of
contention is of course the gunners wings emblem. | am an 81 year old veteran of the AF and by golly | want my say.

| joined the Air Force in 1950, little old for Korea, but that's another story. | was proud of my uniform and we all wore
them off base in those days (none of this current fatigues crap).

After basic | was sent to Lowery to become a gunner. We first had to complete an 18 week course in RCT turret me-
chanics , then on to gunnery school that included 10 flights on a B-29 that included live fire at Split Rock.

| was amazed when | saw in a current issue of the graduates officially being awarded gunners wings. | got a certificate
and if | wanted wings we had to go to town and buy them. All I knew bought gunners wings (that’s what we were supposed
to be). | went to Langley for combat crew training then on to Korea in 1951. As a B-26 gunner, that’'s what my flight record
called me | returned home. True | never shot at a Yak or Mig, but friend those SOBs shot at me on every mission.

| wore my wings with pride, | hope deserved, until discharge as a staff sgt in 1954. | only found ,with dismay, that in latter
years some weenie decided that we did not deserve those wings, but air crew wings.

Getting to the bottom line, the AFGA should make a MAJOR effort to authorize gunners wings retroactive, this will in-
clude current helicopter door gunners and C-130 gunship guys and gals.

| have a Granddaughter that has been in the AF seven years, they have wonderful badges for everyone ( she is a
medic and has one) Oh-well, guess us elder gunners should be satisfied with the wonderful award they gave us, The Pur-
ple Shaft.

Editor's comment: Well Bob J don’t know how | could hanissed any previous email
you sent my way but | did get this one in for you. Thaokgontributing to our “WINGS
HISTORY”. Bob

Bob Jones
452 Bomb Wing
Korea 1951-52
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Dear Sir;
Thank you for your response to my letter regarding gunners wings.

| enclose a few photos' and some comments regarding the periscopic gun sight on the B-26. These photos'
are of a plane in my squadron the 728 in the 452 Bomb Wing L (NI) at K9 (Pusan East) in 1951. The other
photo is the GCA unit that always directed landings fair weather or foul.

The sight that you can just see projecting through the canopy at top and not see where it projected out the
bottom forward of the lower turret, had an iron tractor seat attached for the gunner, rotation was by foot. Look-
ing forward on the left wall was the turret control box, the IFF box and Bombay salvo switch. The last was so
the gunner could roll out from a hatch into the bay rather out the top hatch where you would probably be
creamed on the tail. There was also a control box for the heated flying suit.

The 452 was a Long Beach ANG unit called up for 90 days. My crew was a regular AF group sent to replace
them after a year (there is a book titled "Fly Till You Die" about the 452™) as they were a bit unhappy.

The 26 was a fine airplane we had in several variations. The hard nose had an eight gun nose and three in
each wing, the soft nose had a Norden sight or a British one we called the banjo that was not much count.
Some had two turrets and some had one and a couple had none with a shoran set aft. It was also worthless. |
flew two missions on one of these in right seat. One of these had a searchlight in a wing mount that some idiot
in Washington thought would be great for strafing, never mind they could see you better than we saw them.
The night | flew right seat with that thing my pilot told me before take-off that if he saw my hand near that light
switch he would blow my head off with his 45.

Speaking of the 45 one night we drew stuff for a mission and were handed a new stub nose 38 special re-
volver. We said these are neat better give us a handful of bullets for them and were told oh we don't have any
bullets, guess | was supposed to attach the bayonet | was issued.

Anyway, hope you can use the pictures.
Sincerely,

Bob Jones, Hendersonville, N. C.

Editor's note: = Many thanks, Bob, for your timely letter. | have used several of your photos in the story of the
B-26 periscopic gunsight later in this edition. Hope you enjoy that story also. Bob

Hi John...

My name is Larry Cummins ... a former gunner on the B-36 at Carswell AFB, 11th BW - 26th BS and at Wal ker AFB, 6th BW - 40th BS
circa 1951 - 1955.

| came upon your Web site while searching for pictu res of the B-36. What a thrill it was to find your web site! It brought back a flood
of good times past ... and ... some hairy momentst  oo.

During the past April | attended the  "Last Flight" reunion of the 7th Bomb Wing B-36 Associationin F t. Worth. It was labeled the last
flight because so many of are being called back to the Lord. It was a memorable reunion because many o f the membership hobbled
in undaunted with the aid of walkers or canes. Ther e were several attendees with power wheelchairs ... and ... one former gunner
with failing eyesight on the arm of his son.

The Herculean effort you expended on creatingandd  eveloping your web site is very much appreciated. T he B-36, in my mind, has
never received the notoriety it so well deserves in the annals of USAF history.

My plan is to alert the editor of the Air Force Gun  ners Association publication,  Short Bursts , about your web site in the hope he will

write a story about it in a future issue.
. ) ) Editor’s note: You can check out this web site at:
Thanks so much for an interesting read and the pict  ures. http://pages.nyu.edu/~jh15/b-36.html.
Cordially, . . . .
Larry Cummins Thanks, Larry—it is a well done, interesting site. Bob
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caption that read:

“ This was my tribute to all at Short Bursts’
“From Sgt John Augustine...I am 89 in my 1941
WWII jacket...Happy Memorial Day!!!”

be as good a looking soldier/veteran as you are ir]
photo. Many Thanks for the tribute to us—and w4
also salute you for the service to your country.

Bob

Received photo from SGT JOHN AUGUSTINE with

Note from Editor—John, we should all be so lucky to

this

Hello Bob:

Don Partain sent me a copy of Short Bursts containing his fine contribution. Page 41 of that issue
(April 2009) got my attention since the Jawarski film roll relates to the 487th Bomb Group in which Don
and | served; he with the 836th Squadron, | was in the 837. One of the photos on page 41 (far left) ap-
peared to be that of one Clarence McGinn, a close friend and member of my squadron. McGinn was
shot down over Berlin on August 6, 1944. He survived as a POW.The enlarged prints sent to me re-
veal that the photo was not of McGinn. However, | did learn a few things that might be of interest. B-
17s 338008 and 338045 were both assigned to the 839th Squadron according to Ivo de Jong's History
of the 487th (see page 322). The fuselage markings designate the squadron and crew to which the air-
craft belonged. The marking you refer to in one of the photos as RS is actually R5 denoting the 839th
Squadron. B-17 338045 returned to the US; 338008 was shot down on October 15, 1944. Thus the
photos were taken somewhere between that date and mid July 1944 when the 487th converted from
the B-24H to the B-17G.

| was one of the original crew members and flew them both in combat. McGinn was also in my 837th
confirming my conclusion that the photo was not of him. | think all the photos relate to the 839th
Squadron - both people and aircraft.

Re the squadron identifier markings, if you have access to de Jong's book the cover photo clearly
shows how the identifying letters and numbers were arranged. The aircraft in the foreground bears 4F
denoting the 837th Squadron to the right of the waist window; to its left the letter J indicates aircraft
and crew. The aircraft top right in the photo bears the R5 of the 839th Squadron.

Perhaps Roy Wickerham who presently leads the 487th Association could pass these around at the
forthcoming October 2009 reunion.

In any case thanks for getting the photos to me. Your interest is greatly appreciated.

Bernard (Barney) Nolan

Editor's comment—Thanks Barney, for replying and helping to shed some light on the unknown pho-
tos. We'll just keep looking and perhaps more info will pop up as time goes by. Bob

13



Hi Ray,

Yep, I'm the Bob. Many thanks fa
the letter and the photo of the B-3
Dominator. Didn’t get too many r
sponses about it but it didn’t fly vgry
long. Thanks, again........ Bob

N =

32
I

Photo of B-32 that Ray sent in:

ATC AND PILOTS CHATTER

O'Hare Approach: USA212, cleared ILS runway 32L approaentain 250 knots.
USA212: Roger approach, how long do you need me to maihtatispeed?
O'Hare Approach: All the way to the gate if you can.

USA212: Ah, OK, but you better warn ground control.

Submitted by Heinz - Thanks Gary, have printed a coupteocoé throughout this edition. Bob
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Letter to Editor:
Dear Mr. Matherly,

George Thomas Smith is a retired (30 yrs) Air For¢erem who flew as a B-17 belly turret gunner out ofle(Thurleigh Air
Base) in 1944. He flew the required 25 missions and e#needFC, as well as a Purple Heart. George willtreke his 8% birth-
day May 19, 2009.

George and | are both members of a local athletig glhlere | happened to hear a voice mention something #®B-17G. |
found the source of the voice, introduced myself, and Georde began an eighteen-month journey, which culminatecipuh-
lishing of ‘Clay Pigeons — The Life, Times, and SurViebA B-17 Belly Turret Gunner 1924 — 1945’. My book (500 pages)
chronicles George'’s life from birth, to his coming hometftee Queen Mary, after completing his missions witH30@' Bomb
Group, 36 Bomb Squadron.

George received your April ‘09 issue of ‘Short Burstsd énvery excited, since he was unaware of the AR@AS doubly ex-
cited since this year’s reunion is only 80 miles fromhume. He asked me to write in hope that a fellow simgimnember of the
367" might recognize Georges name, or picture, and contactis B-17 was nicknamed ‘Hanger Hattie’. George witlewif
Wilma, and the book cover appear below.

Editor's comment:
George, give our Mem-
bership Officer, Jim Hoke
a call and join us. His
number is on the AFGA
Officer’s page info in this
publication. Our Reunion
contact is also listed in
this edition so you and
your wife can register to

God bless the USA, and God bless our troops. For... attend our reunion in Spo

George T. Smith USAF (Retired) Steve Brixen kane also (and join the
8" Air Force 441 S. Boyer AFGA). UPDATE:

306" Bomb Group, 367 Bomb Squadron Sandpoint, ID 83864 George is now an AFGA
208.266.1445 208.263.1978 member. Bob

A hello to A.J. | was a transplant from the 322nd a  t Glascow AFB in 1968 to the 644th at K | Sawyer AF B until |
retired in 1978. | was on the the first aircraft la  unched out of U-tapao to be involved in a Sam Missi  le launch over
NVN. My Stan-Eval crew crashed on April 1 1977 ina  snow storm, | was down with a ear infection. We lo st a terri-

fic fiddle player- Bill Moore on his re-check after returning from courier duty. | have visited the wa Il'in DC and

multiple sites of the traveling wall and have not b een able to locate Harry Deihl. He was my roommate  on Guam
and flew 004 the following day after we lost water and almost ditched off the cliff. They went down of f the cliff the
next day. | have tried multiple times to find his n ame on the wall to no avail. Some of the monitorsh  ave told me
that he may not have been classified as a combatant and would not be listed. Does anybody have any tho  ughts
on this situation? | will be a young 70 in June and get my degree in Anthropology. Thanks A.J. on the news about
George Richards. We are losing more of us every yea r. Namaste

Mike Radke
mrad39@hotmail.com

Editor’s note: Copied this off the www.gunners.net wéb fair those who aren’t computer savy..... Bob
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Bob, you can count on me for $100.00 toward the sight. | basreed up many rounds using one. As | remember th
column had an inter-phone jack, plug in for electrictb@dth rheostat and an inter-com emergency signal éigitsend
ing button. Which | had to use on one mission. There inhighee been more hook-ups but after 57 years the olcbrngen
is a bit foggy.

Al Blesener CMS ret

34 Bomb Sq., 17 Bomb Wng. Editor’s note: typical of the responses we receivedeaiting
Eufaula,OK donation for the refurbishment of the gunsight. Anavak a
marthal@skywayusa.net B-26 gunner who used it also...many Thanks, Al—hope ydu
918-618-4555 get down to see it one day. Bob

Put me down for $100 and if you only get 18 donations | will dof200.

Another generous response, this time from a from a Bsth&,
Jim Gough. Many thanks, Jim—sending $100 to the museum
will certainly help in the refurbishment of the gunsighiope to
see you in Spokane. Bob

Gough

SPECIAL FINAL FLY BY TRIBUTE TO “UNNOTICED”

Late notice of a very fine airman who has slipped awaynnoticed” and alone. Al Moore brought great credit
upon himself and the entire Gunner Force with his actianisg the critical moments of a combat mission whilé
under direct attack by an enemy aircraft during the bognasirNorth Vietham in December, 1972. He may have
went unnoticed upon his passing but we have taken noticewiimdmember him always for who he was and

what he accomplished. He will be missed. Al was 55syefdl. Many thanks to Pete Karjanis for sendiimy it
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THIS AND THAT

HISTORY OF THE DOG TAG

The Civil War provided the first recorded incident of Aman soldiers making an effort to ensure that thgintities would be know
should they die on the battlefield. Their methods wearéed, and all were taken on a soldier's own initialived.863, prior to the battl
of Mine's Run in northern Virginia, General Meade's troopstevtheir names and unit designations on paper tags anedpihem to
their clothing. Many soldiers took great care to mark thlkir personal belongings. Some troops fashioned thein|ow
"ID" (identification) tags out of pieces of wood, boringale in one end so that they could be worn on a stringndrthe neck.

D -

The commercial sector saw the demand for an identificatiethod and provided products. Harper's Weekly Magazinetisea
"Soldier's Pins" which could be mail ordered. Made afesilor gold, these pins were inscribed with an individuedimie and unit deg
ignation. Private vendors who followed troops also otfesmate identification disks for sale just prior to lettIStill, despite the faft
that fear of being listed among the unknowns was acaradern among the rank and file, no reference to analffssue of identificar
tion tags by the Federal Government exists. (42% of iie\War dead remain unidentified.)

The first official advocacy of issuing identification tagek place in 1899. Chaplain Charles C. Pierce, whaagk®d to establish the
Quartermaster Office of Identification in the Philipgsn recommended inclusion of an "identity disc" in thelminfield kit as the ar
swer to the need for standard identification. The ARRegulations of 1913 made identification tags mandatorybgrid®17, all com;
bat soldiers wore aluminum discs on chains around tieeks.

By World War I, the circular disc was replaced by theongl shape familiar to us today, generally referred tadag tags.” Sinc
then, some myths have arisen in connection with the parpbthe identification tags. One of the more commothainvolves thg
reason for the notch on the tag issued between 1941 andrthe@70's. Battlefield rumor held that the notched endheftag wa
placed between the front teeth of battlefield caswaltidrold the jaws in place.

D

No official record of American soldiers being issued thiestuctions exists; the only purpose of "the notch" twasold the blank tag
in place on the embossing machine. The machine ushki éinte doesn't require a notch to hold the blank ineplaence, today's tags
are smooth on all sides.

The sole purpose of the identification tag is stated bglesgnation. Tags found around the neck of a casualty, rdgdhmse tag
found around the neck, stay with the remains at a#isitags found any place besides around the neck are mads imothe Record d
Personal Effects of Deceased Personnel, and placed ffeets &ag. They are not removed unless there i@ toetemporarily inte
the remains. If there is only one tag present, @moh made to match the first. If the remains arelemified, two tags markg
"unidentified" are made. One tag is interred with thevinidial, the other placed on a wire ring in the sequentieesfemporary cemé
tery plot. This enables Graves Registration persomnelake positive identification of remains during disintent procedures; when
the remains are disinterred, the tag on the wireigmgmoved and placed with the matching tag arounddick. The Department of
the Army has developed and is currently testing a newntaigh will hold 80% of a soldier's medical and dental dsta microchip
Known as the Individually Carried Record, it is not irtted to replace the present tag, but rather to augmespirt of the "paperless
battlefield" concept.

a - =%

This development is in keeping with the Army's dedicatmpdsitively identify each and every fallen soldieheTyellow TacMedC$
being tested by the Marines uses radio frequency technategtronics and global-positioning systems to pin-psminded.

The Armed Forces make every possible effort to erselaiacrepancies and remove doubts about casualtiesasbtHese doubts that
families may hold concerning the demise of their lowedso In recent years, a near perfect record of idergifservice members who
have died in the line of duty has been achieved, a ydram the 58% rate of identification that stood during tinel @/ar. The ID tag
has, been and remains a major part of the reasohiforecord. Are you wearing your ID tags today? Too nmailigary personnel
particularly those who are part of the peacetime fetagoned in CONUS (Continental United States), fohgst vital those tags can
be, forget that as soldiers they are always on ttee Wearing your ID tags is one of the easiest acjounscan make towards achigv-
ing total readiness, so take those tags out of your drasdgrut them around your neck. Remember - the simplemafmn containegd
on that small aluminum tag can speak for you if you cgedls for yourself; it could mean the difference betwe@ositive identificaf
tion and an uncertain future for those who survive yoaulshyour identity be "...known only to God."

We've come a long way from tying pieces of wood around otksndhis article was written CPT Richard W. Wooleysuzhief of]
Individual Training. Graves Registration Department (ribes Mortuary Affairs Center), U.S. Army Quartermasiehool, Fort Leg
Virginia.

www.173rdAirborne.com
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_ Many thanks, Larry, for the insight of the gunnery trajn-
Larry Goldstein ing and historic info you provided. | presume you are
112 Cranbrook DR | t31king about the Jaworskidawarski?) photos and arti-
’S‘ég%”' NC 28704- e in the April 09 Short Bursts when you mention the
487th. Bob

AERIAL GUNNERY SCHOOL NO FLYING TRAINING
by Larry Goldstein, 388th Bomb Group

During the early years of World War 1l there were salaerial gunnery schools across the country. Alhefrt but one required that a
ride in the back seat of an A'was a part of the training. The school at Wenddvtath was the odd ball; there was no flying training
no gunnery from an AT-6.

In mid-1943 this gunnery school was set up in the hills surragridiendover Army Air Base. The base and gunnery schae %20
miles from Salt lake City, across the salt fldtise rumor amongst the men attending the gunnery schodhata man going AWOL
for 5 days would only be charged for 3 days because hd bewdeen walking across the salt flats for the tivet
It was rugged living to say the leasie barracks were old C.C.@®uildings the equipment was the product of midnight requisigon
mostly from the Union Pacific Rail Roatlihe salt flats of Utah were noted for very cold mogsieven in the summer and being ¢x-
tremdy hot during the dayliving conditions were ruggedatrine facilities were out-houses and the availabdit showers was on &
"who is around” when the water trucks arrived. Water tnaked up to the gunnery school on a 24 hour a day schdauleat the
heat the men were showering several times a day. Hnedke conditions that the men faced on a dailybasi

There was a need for Radio Operators and Flight Engiaadran eightveek course was set up. The course was intense, thecinist
tors were knowledgeable and the gunnery training waslertalVhen we graduated we were qualified aerial gunners despifach
that we had not even seen an airplane. We received ous,\sipgomotion to Sergeant and immediately shipped owetctanie combat
crew membersThere were meteen radio operators in the class; only five survogedbat flying Several became POWSs

One last item...when we arrived at Wendover we weregidst a large sign on the side of a mountain constructed@leyneral:

"WAR IS HELL. KILL OR BE KILLED"
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This is a follow-up to the initial story that we put inte April 09 Short Bursts about locati
a very rare B-26B periscopic gunsight. Thanks to®#dddes’ keen eye and knowledge,
immediately recognized this historic piece of equipmenmtenat a flea market sale near hig
home town. Another fortunate thing was that Pete Peftitl lin the same town and was hi
friend. Bill knew Pete had flown as a gunner in the B-2fnduhe Korean War. He gath-
ered up Pete and took him over to the flea market to sébritie Pete was probably very
surprised to see something that he was so familidqr seitmany years ago. About this time
Bill sent me an e-mail on their “fiid “I have found a B-26 Periscopic Gunsight at a fleg
market. Pete flew B-26's during Korean War. | will take hirnere on Monday, and we'll
get a few photos.This email was dated the 14th of February. | knew tleah&eded to get
on this and obtain it if possible—and asked him to contecbwner and see what the aski
price was. When Bill came back with the amount thes tveing asked—$3500—I knew W
were in trouble. That was a lot of cash to us. Heéamed the flea market and began son
negotiations on the asking price versus what we would beablg tip out of our pockets.

In the meantime, | e-mailed Art Pollard down in Montgoynand asked him to check with

His e-mail reply— T carried the picture of the gunsight to the Heritage Hab tlay.They

would like to have it.” | forwarded this e-mail to Bill and thus began a seoieevents, e-mails, telephone conversatig
etc. to begin the early planning stages for the purchabdelivery of the gunsight to Alabama with Bill Gaddeste
Pettit and Art Pollard being the principle players—Artiggihe coordinator down in Montgomery with the Enlisted H
tage Hall (EHH) museum at Gunter and Bill being the kayig all of this trying to get the price down and arrange to
pick it up (if successful in our purchasing it). After sevérips to the town where the flea market was and ataér
tempts to contact the owner (who lived in New Jersey) fidllly reached him. He was a collector of miljtateems and
had gotten this item in a purchase of other B-26 itddesthought it was a bombsight out of one of the WWII bombet
Bill's e-mail sort of says it all:Hi Bob. Man who apparently owns the periscopic gunsight (maltigne shop will not
release name or phone no.) has not seen fit to call me. | ledidmy phone no. Originally, he was asking ridiculous
price of $3,500, and he did not even know what it was. He called‘itombsight from an old bomber.” Last time at th
mall (about 25 miles away) The antiqgue mall owner dialed the guiXJ, apparently. He came down to $1,500. Way
too much, | told him. He has my number, but | have not hedrdm him. Date on this e-mail was 23 February—only|
days had gone by and we were slowly moving towards obtainirguiisght. | was working on the April 09 Short Bu

during this time and decided to quarry the AFGA Boarske®if | could ask for some donations to possibly help us p@i

chase this item. All thought it was a good idea but rendimae that “personal”’ requests are not a normal itenput into
the publication. | agreed and that is why those of you wbeived the April edition saw my request for 20 members
might like to donate $100 each to help us (now us is the AFGAhase this item. In the meantime, time marched o
and finally Bill was able to get hold of the guy who owitedl' he good news came on March 22nd when Bill sent thi
email to me—Bob, | heard from the owner of the periscopic gunsight today. Vée ha very nice talk. The guy is a hig
torian, and a collector of military memorabilia. He tells me thia¢ has 20 pieces of WW Il nose art on aluminum.
Neat. Also has a massive collection of personal items and not€eneral Macarthur’s. | can have the sight for $1K.
In between all of these e-mails and calls were ottatshad us checking to see if we could get any finaheipl from
the Gunter museum (no, they didn’t have funds for that))dwaoilher base museums be interested in helping out if thg
could have it—NO they couldn't help either, etc.). Inthe &ildl Pete and | put the money in the pot to get the peri-
scopic gunsight as we needed to get it in our possessiae Isefmeone else did. The April Short Bursts had not hit t
street yet so we didn’'t know whether we might get some rephies it came out. Didn’t make any difference in the €
because WE HAD IT! Bill wanted to make sure that Guwnted this item for sure so we had Art check agathyas
they did. Our/Bill's biggest concern was that they wadake it and put it in a warehouse somewhere and justistore
“Not so,” came back the reply from the Curator Dr. Bitliéalette—the Enlisted Heritage Museum at Gunter would r
store it and display it in “Gunner’s Alley”. E-mail comfiation on the 30th of March read as follows(Gaddes) had a

good conversation with Bill Chivalette just a few minutes agwill now proceed to try to buy the periscopic gunsighf

this Friday. Bill tells me that he has a spot for it, and thais shop people will build an appropriate stand for it.boks
like it is headed for “Gunner’s Alley”. That is all we needed to hear. Now the plans reatipiéo develop to take def
livery of the item and then somehow get it to the Museumantlybmery, AL. Tentative plans were for Bill and Pete

the Museum there on Gunter to see if they would be steien having this B-26 gunsigh{.
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personally deliver the gunsight to the Museum at Guntdl's Bimail for doing this—Tentative plans are for me and
Pettit to motor to Maxwell AFB. Would get there Wednesday 15ilAgdsout 11 AM or so. Would spend a few hours at
Museum with Dr. Chivalette, and then head home. Objectivauld be to ensure that Pete is recognized for his Koregn
War B-26 service. It would be great if Art was able to teg there and participateFollowing more e-mails, failed at-
tempts to get the periscopic gunsight in our possessienodweather, etc.
received the following e-mail from Bill on 8 April—a week beé the
planned delivery date of the gunsight to Montgomefob, | finally have
the gunsight in my possession. It fit perfectly in my Exgezh. It will re-
side there until we head for Maxwell/Gunter. | will contt curator Bill
Chevaletti regarding our plans. Pete is "good to go". | will alsontact Art
Pollard. It has been a long
struggle. Bill” From then on,
all went well. Bill and Pete
loaded up the Expedition and
headed to Gunter to deliver the
hardware. They arrived around
fhoon on Wednesday, 15 April to a
welcoming committee—Gunners Art Pollard and Jim Hunt warbamd to
greet them when they pulled up. From there on, the Gunter dokkinto the
act and began carefully unloading the periscopic gunsigi meeting with
the museum curator, Dr. Bill Chivalette, took place andvaiit very well
there. The museum is exceptionally well done and would @akef us Delivery committee—Bill Gaddes, Art Pol
proud to see all the items displayed through out the mubatigspecially | lard, Pete Pettit and Jim Hunt
the “Gunner’s Alley” Displays. Art also played a big parthe display of
the B-52D gunner’s compartment there at the museum as welbading expert advice on the interior arrangement aipd
display of gunner flight gear and other equipment. Phottseofarious items are displayed below to show the quality
the displays themselves. If any member gets down iratkatof the country one must stop in and see the BarnesrCent
Enlisted Heritage Hall museum on Gunter.

Pete with gunsight in Explorer ready to g

So now you know the “rest of the story” - well not quite butthedst, anyway—nhere is an update, dated 17 June 09—from
the Enlisted Heritage Hall Curator, Dr. Bill Chivalett&Ve have received four donations of $100.00 each ear méoked
the restoration for the periscopic gunsight (thank youg Hake begun the restoration and have cleaned off tlygezde
and dirt. We are sanding off some of the rough areabarelstarted priming some of the areas for painting.wilVbave
to replace some of the rubber parts if they can be founelan®/also going to build a beautiful oak case to housarp-
tant artifact in the very near future. | know that souikdsthe apple cart before the horse but | will be losingnmagter
carpenter before the end of August so | have him buildingabke before he leaves. | am taking photos as | go (Which
normally do) to measure our progress, time, materials e

Sincerely Bill

Delivery completed—Bill Gaddes, Bill
Chivalette and Pete Pettit
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Some pertinent history of the Douglas A-26/B-26-later known as the “Intruder”. Here is some histortheftwo different B-26
aircraft—one built by Martin during WWII (B-26) and one Ibloy Douglas (A-26 during latter stages of WWII) from negearch
on the computer. Bill Gaddes better explanations follagvrtiore formal history copied from :
www.airforcehistory.hq.af.mil:80/PopTopics/B26.htm.

The Martin B-26 Marauder, a twin-engine light bomber, entered U.S. Army Air Forces service in 1941. Over 5,000 were
built, and the aircraft were used in all theaters of operations. All Martin B-26s were declared obsolete by the United
States Air Force in 1948, but few had survived even until that date as airworthy aircraft. The B-26 designation was
transferred to the Douglas A-26 in June 1948 after the Martin bomber was withdrawn from service.

The Douglas A-26 Invader, a twin-engine attack aircraft, was used operationally for the first time in 1944. The A-26 was
operational in the Pacific in the later stages of the campaign against Japan. It remained in frontline service after the end
of World War Il, particularly as the principal offensive weapon of Tactical Air Command (TAC), when it was created in
1946 from the wartime Ninth and Twelfth Air Forces.

In June 1948, the attack category for aircraft mission designation was officially abandoned by the U.S. Air Force. The
designation of the Douglas A-26 was changed to B-26. Concurrent with this change, the Martin B-26 Marauder was
withdrawn from service. The Douglas B-26s were used extensively for night interdiction missions flown by the 3rd Bom-
bardment Group from Iwakuni, Japan, during the Korean War.

The B-26 remained in service with the Air Force Reserve and National Guard units after being retired by TAC. It was
available to return to operational service in Vietnam in 1962, and both the B-26B and B-26C versions saw action in
counterinsurgency missions.

In 1963, the U.S. Air Force initiated development of a prototype designated YB-26K in an attempt to increase the load-

carrying ability and short-field performance of the B-26 airframe. In 1967, the Air Force ordered about seventy B-26s to

be converted to B-26K specifications after evaluating the YB-26K's performance. Some of the Douglas B-26Ks saw ser-
vice in Vietnam after being redesignated A-26As . Facts taken from the Air Force Historical Studies Office.

Photo by Bob Jones
Photo by Bob Jones B-26 nose armament
fired by pilot

B-26 Periscopic gun sight
optics and gunner’s com-
partment location in the
aircraft
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What happened in naming Martin and Douglas aircraft is as follows:

Martin built the B-26 “MARTIN MARAUDER?”. It did not have the GE FCS, or the periscopic sight.

USAF got rid of this aircraft immediately after becoming separate service. Therefore it saw service in WW Il only.
Next, the USAF dropped the “A” designation. Kept the Douglas aircraft, and designated it the B-26 (LNI), “Light Night
INTRUDER.".

This aircraft, with the GE FCS, appeared too late in WW 1l to see combat in any numbers.

It was in active service at Yokota AFB in 1949 and in 1950, as the Third Bomb Wing. It moved to Itazuki in April of
1950 (did they know the war was coming?).

Guard and reserve units were called up when Korean War began. Long Beach (452" BW) was sent to Korea.

These are the aircraft that had our GE periscopic sight. No other aircraft had this sight. One really neat feature, Within
plus or minus 5 degrees of bank (or roll), the sight could fire BOTH upper and lower turrets, bringing four .50’s to bear
on the target, Bill

Facts updated and provided by Bill Gaddess he tried to keep me straight between the Martin B-2addar of WWII fame
and the Douglas B-26 Invader/Intruder flown in the Korean &viarthe model from which our gunsight came from.

Bob, the sight (we donated) is from the DOUGLAS B-26 “INTRUDER ". This fire control system and aircraft did not
see combat in WW II. Yes, there were those two aircraft you listed, but this is not the a/c from which our sight came.

The aircraft was used extensively to support ground troops, and to go after convoys and tactical targets.

The system, built by GE in Johnson City, NY. Used common components with the B-29 FCS. For example, the selsyns
were identical, as were the grips, action switches, fire button, etc. were identical to the “bike handlebar-like gunsight of
the B-29 Central Fire Control (CFC) gunner. Guy on top who could control and fire 4 gun forward upper turret and 2
gun upper aft turret. Upper and lower turrets on this B-26 identical to upper aft and lower aft turrets on the B-29.1 will
do a treatise on the this Douglas B-26 INTRUDER FCS.

Editor's comments —Always good to have an expert around to keep me straight. Really appreciate the effort that
Pete and Bill gave in not only getting the gunsight to the museum but also of providing a lot of the technical details to
us and to the museum. WELL DONE, GUYS!!.

We also owe a big THANK YOU to those who contributed $100 to the Enlisted Heritage Hall for the refurbishment of
the donated gunsight. Among them were: Jim Gough, Al Blesener, Pete Larsen, Larry (last name withheld by request)
to mention a few.

| have received several more offers of help and if any of you would still like to contribute directly to this effortl make
your checks payable to: AU Foundation-EHH and send along a short letter requesting this donation to be applied to
the refurbishment of the B-26/A26 periscopic gunsight recently donated to the Enlisted Heritage Hall on 15 April 09 by
Pete Pettit, et al. These funds are to be used as need to help in getting this gunsight reconditioned to museum quality
for display. Sign your name and also credit the AFGA as a contributor if you so desire. Mail to:

William Chivaletti

HQ Barnes Center

Enlisted Heritage Research Institute
South Turner Blvd 832

Maxwell - Gunter AFB, AL 36118-5643

Many Thanks for this support - Bob
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May 27, 2009 Newspaper article from the Times News, sgittia People of Carbon, Schuylkill, Lehigh, Monroe & Nert
hampton Counties in PA. supplied by Bill Gaddes. Nicerage Many thanks to Bill & Pete for all this effort.
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THIS AND THAT
ROUND ENGINES

R1820, R18R9O85, R2800, R3350, and especially R4360s

We must get rid of those turbine engines. They are ruinirgianj not to mention our hearing and our dignity. A turbime
gine is too simple- minded and has little or no mystényake air starts at the front, travels through #istraight line and
doesn't pick up any of the pungent fragrance of engine oil argweat like a round engine.

(U

Anyone can start a turbine engine. You just move tlitelsfvom “OFF” to “START” and then remember to mavéack to “ON” after a
while. My personal computer is harder to start thanlzirter

Cranking a round engine requires skill, finesse, and. styt®l have to seduce it into starting. A lot depends otetinperature and humid
ity and the direction of the wind. On some typesiigflanes the pilots aren’t even allowed to startrthe

Turbine engines start by whining for a little while,rihgive a lady like poof and start whining a little loud&ound engines, after being
primed and pampered, start with a rattle-rattle, eflatk BANG, a puff of gray smoke, more rattles anoth&N&, a macho FART or
two, more clicks, a lot more smoke and it finallytlestdown in a serious low pitched roar. We like thes. a guy thing.

When you start a round engine, your mind is engagega@mndan concentrate on the flight ahead. Starting anturb like flicking on a
ceiling fan. Nice but hardly exciting. It just doesn’t getiyadrenalin pumping.

It doesn’t take a new pilot long to learn it is not adya@ea to walk behind an airplane starting with roundresgyi That new white uniforin
shirt will be covered with black oil specks from thirtyrgs.

When you have started those round engines successtuliycsew chief or flight engineer will look up at you like’'d also let you kiss hi
girl friend,

Ur

Turbines don't break or catch on fire often enough, whealds the aircrew to boredom, complacency and inatten# round engine, at
cruise, looks and sounds like it's going to blow up at amutei This keeps the pilot’s attention focused on theatipe

Turbine engines don’t have enough control levers, mprep, feather levers, and an assortment of round gaog#efpilots to tap on and
give them something to do. There is nothing to fiddia,wiou can’t adjust the mixer, synch the propellerst tegemanifold pressure and
monitor the cylinder head, and oil pressure gauges. @orin

And, don’t forget the outside air temperature and visibésture that can develop carburetor or injectiorgicBetter keep an eye on that.

Round engines sling a wicked hunk of metal known asefies. Ask anyone from Hamilton- Standard about théatgia of those
chromed blades and polished spinners. You really haven'tierped it until you have heard the ice coming ofthblades and hitting
the fuselage. It’s like the sound of Woody Wood Peckekivgron a dead tree on a summer evening.

Round engines love oil. It just isn't right unlestakes two gallons of oil per engine after a three hiur fTurbine engines don't use
oil. But, they smell like a Boy Scout camp full of Cokemlanterns. Round engines smell like God intended mahinsmell. Robust.

Round engines generally fly low enough so that the crevkeap one eye on the ground and the other eye on thetifie growing thun-
derstorms ahead. But, don’t operate a turbine below 10s@d®ith out double checking the fuel state and weight adlathd® That is
why turbine drivers use “pounds of fuel” instead of gadl

Ever hear a round engine driver talk about “Burn Out'®, N isn’t thinking of quitting He is leaning out #regine with the mixture corf
trol to make the engine, running at idle RPM, burncdrdon deposits off the spark plugs. Unheard of in a teidsgine operation.

We have only brushed the surface of Round vs. Turliu, the bottom line is turbine engines have torgond engines need to be re-
membered. What will we talk to our grandkids about Hrittithe sanctity of the round engine? Consider thetabute to your experi-
ence as a round engine operator. Happy landings.

Submitted by Cease Walker

Editor’s note: Don't ask, Cease—I keep everything, just bavied it but know you would like this one. Bob
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ANIGHT TO REMEMBER

THREE STATES AND TWO COUNTIES IN THE WESTERN MARYIMD REGION WILL NEVER
FORGET THE WINTER STORM OF '64, WHEN AMASSIVE B-BOMBER CRASHED IN THE
NIGHT.

Written byDan Whetzel

THE WESTERN MARYLAND MOUNTAINS HAVE WITNESSED HISTOR ICAL EVENTS FOR MORE THAN
TWO CENTURIES. From the construction of Fort Cumberland during the French and Indian War in
the 18thCentury, to strategic transportation initiatives of the National Road, Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and the
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal in the 19th Century, nationally sigficant events placed Allegany and Garrett Counties
at the center of newsworthy happenings. While thoseitratives were the result of careful planning, one of te more
recent newsworthy stories was not intended becauseinivolved the crash of a nuclear-laden United States-B2D
Strato-Fortress bomber on January 13, 1964.

The startling news that a nuclear-laden B-52 Strato-Fortresand its five man crew were officially missing during
its flight from Westover, Massachusetts Air Force Bas® Turner Air Force Base in Albany, Georgia, set in mo-
tion activities at the local and national levels. Within burs of the aircraft’s disappearance from communicatios
channels, it was determined the bomber crashed durina blizzard in the Appalachian Mountains of Western Mary-
land, not far from the town of Lonaconing.

The B-52 incident must be placed in the context ohé Cold War. Deteriorating relations between the United
States and Soviet Union following World War Il caused bith sides to produce and stockpile weapons of mass destru
tion. The B-52’s were a strategic part of America’s detgence plan against a surprise Soviet attack, and 12 of the
aircraft were airborne at all times; each one containing themo-nuclear weapons. The giant bombers were for-
midable weapons’ carriers capable of delivering massiveonventional or nuclear payloads. From wing to wing th
aircraft measured 185 feet, from front to tail, 156 feetwhile the giant tail fin soared four stories in height

The cause of the B-52 crash near Lonaconing was datty related to the convergence of two storm systems, one
from the west and a more violent one from the southvet that caused “the worst ever turbulence,” according to ex-
perienced co-pilot, Captain Parker Peedin. Increasingurbulence prompted the pilot, Major Thomas McCormick,
to request a lower altitude at 29,000 feet. Minutes later threquest was granted, but weather conditions continde
to rapidly deteriorate as the B-52 slammed into the storm tints. Returning to a higher altitude did not alleviae the
problem either. As the aircraft encountered violent turlulence, the tail fin snapped off hurling the massive etal
bulk into the left horizontal stabilizer and tail gunner’'s pod.

Now unbalanced, the plane’s right wing rose causing the airaft to roll onto its back and descend in a lopside
spiral. A Mayday and then bailout call was issued by MajoMcCormick at 1:30 A.M. on January 13th.

Key events of the terrible night are known. Captain Pedin ejected into the frigid air, falling at the rate of 120
miles per hour. A fortunate landing caused him to sike a small tree located
on a farm about two miles south of Grantsville, Maryland.A Civil Air Patrol
plane later spotted Captain Peedin and directed rescuerto his location.

Major Tom McCormick, likewise, ejected and found hinself landing at the
base of a tree nearly three miles from where his codpt struggled against the
blinding snow. He, too, made a decision to stay on site inorning hours.
Walking a distance of nearly two miles the next day, McCanick encountered a
farm house along Route 40 and was later transported to Cumbland for
medical evaluation.

Sergeant Mel Wooten was not so fortunate. A piece of thesthtegrating
plane severely injured his left leg, head, and chest area_anding in a field
known as Dye Factory, he could see the lights of Sdligy, Pennsylvania,
only a half mile in the distance. But injuries prevenéd Sergeant Wooten from

covering that distance; his body was recovered at the gd of Casselman River. Dedication of memorial for Sergeant
Melvin Wooten, attended by survi-
vor,Captain Parker Peedin (left).
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Navigator Major Robert Payne successfully parachuted fronthe doomed
aircraft but was injured in the process. His decisiorto walk to safety that
night included an unsuccessful attempt to build a fe. After failing to climb
a creek embankment, Major Payne slid backward into the paially frozen
stream where he tragically perished before rescuers alul locate him.

Bombardier Robert Townley apparently could not ejet himself and
perished in the plane.

Search and rescue efforts caused Cumberland, Gllantsvd Salisbury
to be centers of activity as federal, state, and lo@alad$ quickly organ-
ized. Volunteer fire departments and veterans orgaioizs offered their
services. Five hundred soldiers from Fort Meade andhomdredMarines
from Quantico, Virginia, were deployed in search and rscue efforts. Accord-
ing to the Cumberland TimesSt. John’s Lutheran Church in South Cumber-
land hosted the servicemen by introducing them to Mayland fried chicken
dinners and other meals. Hundreds of dinners were pgared by more than Memorial for Major Robert E. Townley,
70 volunteers who assembled at the church. located atthe crash site.

Location of the downed aircraft was crucial due to its pyload. Once located, the Maryland State Police arrange
a “top security” ring around the main wreckage site untl federal officials could quarantine the mountain area. Of
chief concern was the whereabouts of the two, 24 megatooclear bombs that were onboard. Due to the remote
location of the aircraft, it was not until January 15th that efforts were successful in removing the nuclear bombs
from Big Savage Mountain. A local stone quarry operator usd a “highlift” to raise the bombs onto open flat bed
trucks. Incredible by today’s standards, the flat bedsemained open with only tarps and straps covering the buabs.
A small sign attached to the rear of the flat bedswucinctly understated the cargo—“Explosives.” Maryland
State Police escorted the trucks from Big Savage Mountato Maryland Route 36, and from there, to United States
Route 40 and Cumberland. A trip across Blue Bridge ird Ridgeley, West Virginia, and the short trip along na-
row Route 28 brought the bombs to Cumberland’s Munigbal Airport for transport. Residents recall the tarpau-
lin covered objects on the flat beds that were parkedlong the airport terminal road. The Air Force dispatched a
Douglas C-124 Globemaster Il to the Cumberland Airport, probally the largest aircraft to land at the facility.

An investigation of the tragedy revealed that other B62 crashes also involved a faulty bulkhead and supgo
system for the tail. The report specifically concludedhe Western Maryland
crash was the result of a faulty bulkhead and the tailipping off in heavy
turbulence. No pilot error was involved. The final reportof the crash re-
mained “classified” even to family members.

A large memorial located about a mile east of Grantsie on U.S.

Route 40, called the Mountain District American Legion Monument, was
dedicated in July 1964. Two thousand people attendetld dedication in-
cluding Strategic Air Command dignitaries, Major McCormick, Captain
Peedin, and family members of those airmen who perished the crash six
months previously. A B-52 flew over the site at low altitde to mark the sol-
emn ceremonies. Additional smaller markers commemoratthe individual
airmen who perished.

In recent years, there has been renewed interest the B-52 incident
as Van Gaus and Steven Johnson continue to research thecamstances
surrounding the crash and subsequent investigation. igits to the crash
site have provided interesting and informative information about the
Cold War incident that unexpectedly thrust Western Maryland into the
center of national news for a week in January 1964.

Mountain District American Legion
Monument dedicated in 1964
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Mountain Discoveries would like to express appreciatioto Van Gaus, Steve Johnson, and Dave Woods for their
contribution in the completion of this article as wel as friends, Michael T. Moody, Trent R. Berry, JohnLynn,
Jack Garron, Bill Bush, Eric Hunt, Chris Quinn, Marvin “Shep” Sheppard & James Hunt of Lockheed Matrtin for
their help in identifying parts. Also, to Martha Werner’'s daughters, Pat Kaylor and Susan Gordon, for the usefo
their mother’s personal correspondence, memorabilia anghotos.

AFGA Editor’'s Note: This story appeared in the MountainDiscoveries Magazine, Cumberland, MD, in a 1996
article and has been used with the permission of Mauiain Discoveries Editor/owner Lance Bell.)

A much more detailed description of the events leadghup to the crash and subsequent rescue/recovery operatfor
of Buzz One Four can be found in a story written by Dawl Wood for the Newhouse News Service in 1996. For
those members who have a computer, check the website lattp://www.salisburypa.com/buzzonefour.html.
Additional information on Buzz One Four story: The aircraft involved was a B-52D, call sign Buzz One Fouflying a
Chrome Dome mission which developed engine problenduring the flight and landed initially in Moron Air Base in Spain
where it was repaired sufficiently to fly back acrosshe Atlantic and eventually ended up at Westover AFB wher needed
maintenance was available. A crew was sent from Turner AF-to ferry the aircraft back home. The gunner, TSgt Mel
Wooten, was in the forward compartment flying in the EW msition (no EW was sent to fly the ferry mission backand used
the EW ejection seat to bail out.

Many Thanks to Mack Lee for sending in the website Iattion of this story to me. Bob

GUEST BOOK ENTRY

MESSAGE: Hello all Gunners. Someone asked about weapons o n B-66. town 20mm cannon, electrics. At one

time | could tell you all there was to know. All ou r (wife and I) personal records were destroyed in m  y house fire.
Burned to ashes. Only parts left were steel or iron . Everything else vaporized. We, the gunners, could probably
spend a lot of time telling our stories. It would b e nice to have a day put aside with every gunner gi  ving a speech
about his time or times as gunners. | got in at the end of the Korean war. During my career | was assi gned as a
gunner some five times. An on again, off again gunn ers as it were. For a long time there were alwayst 00 many
gunners. Some went on to other AF positions on a pe rmanent basis. | guess | just did not fit in anypla  ce but gun-
nery because | kept being sent back. How many gunne  rs were at Lake Charles AFB when they rotated to Si  di Sla-

mane, North Africa? A very interesting trip. How ma  ny gunners attended more than one survival training center? |
went to so many survival schools, | thought | was b eing trained as a survival specialist. | know there were other
gunners that were involved in flying psywar birds. Of course no one has heard of gunners on HU-16's or C-118's

or C-119's. There had to be some others that were a  ssigned to B-26's. How about those that were spendi  ng some
times in B-29's peace time. Any regular gunners ass  igned as regular crew members on B-50's? | only rem  ember
one gunner from B-66's and have not seen him since | left Rhode Island. The rest of the gunners would probably
remember B-52 D's, E's, and G's. Did not get to fly  the H model. Anyone that remembers, how about gett  ing in
contact with me, either through this site or via e- mail. Still trying to get enough finances to make t he trip to Spo-
kane. All you guys stay healthy and hope to see ya in Spokane.

Received from Al Sweet via the Gunner’s Guest Book at www.gunners.net

Editor's comment—Thanks Al, for the input—hopefully you will hear back on your request. For those wish ing to
email Al, check out the Gunner's Guest Book entry f  or his email address. Bob
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WWII VETERAN’S STORIES
Sgt Robert Ruetsch

To: jim_hoke@msn.com

Subject: Gunners Association

Daté: Fri, 26 Dec 2008 22:39:26 -0500
From: ruetschray@aol.com
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Editor’'s Note: Received this letter from Jim Hoke wies sent it by the
son of a B-24 gunner (Ray Ruetsch). Thought | had ugedhie April
edition but when | looked into it | missed printing it so imeluding it in
this issue. Many Thanks, Ray, for sending this inu ¥ertainly have a
right to be proud of your dad—as we all do—and ARE!m,Jnake sure
we send Ray Ruetsch a copy of this Aug 09 SB. Bob

Raymond L. Ruetsch
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2009 SPOKANE REUNION MENU SELECTION
REUNION BANQUET MENU SELECTIONS

The selection of meal entree for the reunion bahaight is as follows

Selection 1 SEARED MAPLE CHICKEN BREAST - Seared Chicken breast Marinated
with Maple and Chili

Selection 2: WHOLE GRAIN MUSTARD PORK LOIN

Selection 3 MARTINI SALMON - Seared Salmon Filet with Martini Sauce Garnished

with Chopped Chives and Spanish Olives

Vegetarian/Diabetic

Selection 4: PENNE PASTA WITH ROASTED VEGETABLES - Topped with Tomato
Sauce and Parmesan Cheese

DIRECTIONS TO THE DOUBLETREE HOTEL

FROM SPOKANE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT:

Proceed NE on W Airport Drive. Merge onto US-2 which Wwakcome Interstate 90. Exit Interstate 90 at Exit #28{¢igi0n
Street). Proceed to the left when you come to theirfottke road. Follow to the street light at the indet®n of 3rd St. and
Division St. Continue straight on Division St. for @tks. Turn left on to Spokane Falls Blvd. Hotel will betloa right-hand
side of the street. Turn right on to Spokane Falls Célatel is straight ahead.
Total Distance: approximately 7.5 miles (12km)

TRAVELING EAST ON INTERSTATE 90:

Exit Interstate 90 at Exit #281 (Division Street). Proceeithé left when you come to the fork in the road. dvelto the streq
light at the intersection of 3rd St. and Division Stn@aue straight on Division St. for 6 blocks. Turn lefttorSpokane Fall
Blvd. Hotel will be on the right-hand side of the strélurn right on to Spokane Falls Court. Hotel isigirtaahead.
TRAVELING WEST ON INTERSTATE 90:

Exit Interstate 90 at Exit #281 (Division Street). Proceeithé left lane and continue straight on Divisionf&@t6 blocks.
Turn left on to Spokane Falls Blvd. Hotel will be on thght-hand side of the street. Turn right on to Spokaails Eourt.
Hotel is straight ahead.

—r

vl

6 $ )" $ ") & &) $ ") 6( L #
$% & () $% &%+, -# *& . / o % & &/
1% $ # " % $ (6 %%  LOMiL
/). 1. % & 71) () )
$% &)6 " . $ %. & %6 %6 ")
% F % 1)223334 % .4 2" (% 4%
% 6& % 6 | % $# F
% 1)223334 4 #2 2 4'156% 7689:;;<=8 $ $7689:>+
&& %% % )& %$& B ( &% " %
6 $ 1/  &" (&) " &) 9+l L
< " 6 6) $%& "$ %% 9+ $ M
%$ & % &)  %%) 9% 6 % ( &% D $ 9%
) %%( %$& ( D"%( D% &S %% &
9%$8% $) /& " $ & ! 6 ) $%& ) )% 6%
6N % /) )$%& %% & & |/ & % & 9

30




7’7

: 7

REUNION EVENTS, SCHEDULES AND TIMES

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2009

Golf — Time and location to be determined

0900 — 1700(9:00 — 5:00 PM) - Registration

0900 — 1700(9:00 — 5:00 PM) - Hospitality Room Opens
1700 - 2100(5:00 — 9:00 PM) - Trip to Northern Quest Casino

FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2009

0900(9:00 AM) — Depart for city tour

1200(12:00 PM) — Return from city tour

1200(12:00 PM) — Hospitality Room Opens

1700(5:00 PM) — Depart for Dinner Cruise

2100(9:00 PM) — Return from Dinner Cruise; Hospitality Room respen

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2009

0900 - 1100(9:00 AM — 11:00 AM) — AFGA Business Meeting
0900(9:00 AM) — Ladies depart for Flour Mill and Chocolate Apotry tour
1100(11:00 AM) — Hospitality Room Opens

1200(12:00 PM) — Ladies return from tour

1500(3:00 PM) — Picture taking for reunion book

1730(5:30 PM) — Cocktail Hour

1830(6:30 PM) — AFGA Banquet

2200(10:00 PM) — Hospitality Room reopens

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2009

0930(9:30 AM) — AFGA Memorial Service
1100(11:00 AM) — Hospitality Room Opens
1300 — 1700(1:00 — 5:00 PM) — Wine Tour
1700(5:00 PM) — Return from Wine Tour
1830(6:30 PM) — Meal and Open Mike

Open Mike will include wearing of any military uniform any part of a military uniform.
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2009 AFGA REUNION TOUR OPTIONS

The following tours have been planned and coordinatedhésetmembers wishing to sign up for:

Northern QueSt Casino Trlp —Enjoy over1,400 slot machines and progressives, Non-smoking gami

room, 26 table games, live poker, live keno — OTB, Woodl&edtaurant, Rivers Edge Buffet, Legends of Fire Spodad®, Fai's
Noodle House, The Deli, and Birch Glen Gift Shop

Spokane - Past and Present, a City Tour

Enjoy a tour of the rich history, historic homes anchattons of Spokane. Learn about where the city begae &swvel along the
Spokane River where the grounds of the former Expo '74msgtiocated. The Falls on the River are the cemdeofcthis site, now
the popular Riverfront Park. Then,

ascend up "The Hill" with views of the city and stunningnsions. Tour inside the majestic Saint John's @atheDiscover Manito
Park while strolling through the formal sunken gardens,Beels Perennial Gardens authentic Japanese Gardefisveerdfilled
Conservatory. See the historic

area of Browne's Addition where many of the old marssame being restored to their original splendor. TouCtlusbyanna Room
at Gonzaga University to see Bing Crosby memorabilia.

Spokane Winery Tour

Washington is the second largest wine producing state ioointry and today you'll have the opportunity to sarsmbee of their
award winning wines. First stop is Latah Creek, heralyed/ine Spectator Magazine as one of the top produt&isrbot in Wash-
ington State. Tour the winery, taste

and shop in their extensive gift shop. Next, off to thif Bouse, once owned by an inventor, now the homarbbr Crest Winery.
This national historic landmark is perched on a rock 450sleeve the Spokane River and gives a panoramic vidheafountryside.
A perfect setting for tasting some excellent wine. [@st stop is Mountain Dome, Washington's premier spaykiinery, located in
the foothills of Mt. Spokane. Learn the secret of Mdh€hampenoise and put a sparkle in your day.

Dinner Cruise

Two hour private cruise on Lake Coeur d'Alene, whichiQ minutes from Spokane and is said to be one of thed0beautiful
lakes in the US. Dinner includes Baron on Beef with sétadh fruit, mashed potatoes with gravy, rolls and budied desert.
There will be a cash bar on board.

Ladies Tour

World-Sourced Chocolates and Unique Kitchen Gadgets at thdistoric Flour Mill

Meet your guide and travel to the Historic Flour Milhiich operated on the banks of the Spokane River and wasroed to a
unique shopping mall in 1974 . We'll go to the Kitchen Enginehave a hands-on demonstration of kitchen tools that naé&g m
your life easier when preparing a meal, then leathsample different chocolates from around the worlteer& is free time for shop-
ping before returning to the hotel.
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Alderwood RV Resort

14007 N Newport Hwy

Mead, WA 99021

Phone: (509) 467-5320 Toll-Free: (888) 847-0500

Fax: (509) 467-0684

Website:www.alderwoodrv.com

Location: Spokane County

Alderwood Resort features full-service Big Rig Pull Truitkssin a private park-like setting. Guests enjoy our intieated
swimming pool, landscaped paths and common club house.

* Park Lane Motel, Suites & RV Park

4412 E Sprague Avenue

Spokane, WA 99212

Phone: (509) 535-1626

Website:www.parklanemotel.com

Location: Southeast Spokane

Our guests enjoy quality one or two person units with daitgee beds or if they prefer, one of our delightful suieany with
complete kitchen facilities. We have the perfect rofansvernight visitors just passing through or an extended Athunits
have tub-shower baths, remote control color telewigith DirecTV programing, FREE FI DSL, phones tha esrodem
friendly, air conditioning, and a terrific continentakakfast of juice, coffee, muffins and fruit everydaj/i-Fi"

* Riverside State Park

Bowl & Pitcher Campground 4427 N Aubrey L White Pkwy

Spokane, WA 99205

Phone: (509) 465-5064 Toll-Free: (888) 226-7688

Fax: (509) 465-5571

Website:www.riversidestatepark.org

Location: Spokane County

Hwy 291, left on Seven Mile Road, left on Indian Road. B@i8-acre off-road area west of Deep Creek is perfechfbo-
cross, 4-wheel drive and dirt biking, and snowmobiles iwiinger.

* Spokane County Parks, Recreation & Golf

404 N Havana

Spokane , WA 99202

Phone: (509) 477-4730

Fax: (509) 477-2454

Website:www.spokanecounty.org/parks

Location: Spokane County

The mission of the Parks, Recreation and Golf Depattimén enhance the general quality of life for the resslef Spokane
County by providing the highest quality and quantity of pasareation, open space, and related cultural opportugities
the available resources.

* Silverwood Theme Park

27843 N Hwy 95

Athol, ID 83801

Phone: (208) 683-3400

Fax: (208) 683-2268

Website:www.silverwoodthemepark.com

Location: Idaho

127 full hook-ups set in a beautifully wooded park setting. Th#hMest's largest theme park, Silverwood, is locateosacr
the highway and can be easily accessed via an undergroumtl Discounted admission tickets are available to camping
guests. Open May thru mid-October.
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Spokane RV Resort at Deer Park Golf Club

1201 N Country Club Dr

Deer Park, WA 99066

Phone: (509) 276-5912

Fax: (509) 276-5806

Website:www.spokanervresort.com

Location: Spokane County

May thru October, Spokane RV Resort has all your sumnegtsngith great golfing temperatures, and we are onlytjwen
minutes from Spokane, WA. We are the Pacific Northwdimest RV "Condo" Resort. Sitting at 2200 feet almee level
right in the heart of breadbasket and historical apmleasd country, you will be surrounded with panoramic viéie are
one of only five RV Condo/Golf Resorts on a full s2ieampionship Golf Course in the United States.

* Trailer Inns, Inc.

6021 E 4th Avenue

Spokane Valley, WA 99212

Phone: (509) 535-1811 Toll-Free: (800) 659-4864

Fax: (509) 532-1864

Website:www.trailerinnsrv.com/spokane/index.html

Location: Downtown Spokane

MasterCard, Visa. Pull-throughs, showers, laundrynphoable TV, propane. Lots of shade. 100% full hook ugee Ta
Sprague exit off 1-90.

¥ Two Rivers Casino

6828 B Hwy 25 South

Davenport, WA 99122

Phone: (509) 722-4000 Toll-Free: (800) 722-4031

Fax: (509) 722-4015

Website:www.tworiverscasinoandresort.com

We offer a 10,000 square foot Casino, 400 slot machinekjdtk , video poker, 3 card stuc, Craps, Roulette. Fulieger
RV Park and Marina. 100 RV sites with full hook-ups, 260 covaretluncovered slips, luxury house boat rentals. All lo-
cated on the banks of Lake Roosevelt.

THIS AND THAT—THULE AIR BASE CRASH

Danes Want Fresh Look into 1968 CrashDanish politicians last week approved a new probe inteittamstances surroundin
the 1968 crash of a B-52 bomber off the coast of northezarGand near Thule Air Base. The aircraft was puegbytcarrying

four nuclear bombs, one of which was supposedly neveverssth Earthtimes.org reportegdtp://r.listpilot.net/c/

afa/3935677/1o0ms Jan. 7 that the Danish Institute for Internationati®ts will lead a comprehensive review and the Danish
health ministry will look into whether the missing boiposed a radiation risk, citing Danish news and governmantes. Last
year, a BBC documentary revealed previously classifiedrdeats that shed new light on the mishap, spawning mevest and
concern. (For more on the crash, read the Nov. 11, 208 réttp://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/39g35677/1oevtby Britain's Daily Mail.)

If | remember right, a gunner called "Snapp" was on thidaaie. | also believe this is the reason why wethatb the life support

stuff blindfolded and put on all the Arctic gear.

Pete Karjanis
AWS Training Services - OKC
405.622.6360

Editor’'s note: You are right about Cal Snapp beingtirener
on the plane—he was my room mate at UT in 1971. Thanm
the info on the link also. Bob

s fo
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER - IGGY CRUZ

A local radio station was playing an old song of the 70is Tyrics were about some hard times that
she was going through which caused her heart to hardeneel point that nothing made her emotions
move off centered. She ended with a question ‘Is theérengomore in this world but sorrow?’ All he
faith was lost in this world.
Presently such thoughts are all around us — our work pacechools, and ever in our homes. People
have lost their meaning and therefore lost their way. hvaidhis thinking and unaffected view of lif
stem from a lack of trust. Trust has become increasingéyddommodity to find in the marketplace df
relationships. Constituents are paranoid and wary of teaders, Parents children, employers, efn-
ployees and we versus them have become under the influenseaafversary as he slyly tells us not
trust anyone, especially God.
It would be easy for the pessimism of this time tetaver. Feelings of bitterness and futility threaten towlelm us.
We are faced with the realities of death and decayitigliy iliness, natural disasters, traffic accidests| that results
in murder and war, child and spouse abuse and the spirit ehviaje. Remember Paul's statement in 2 Cor 4:10 {Do
not loose heart” Though outwardly we are wasting awayinyerdly we are being renewed day by day. Life is aot f
but God'’s love and peace shine through and we are able to kaowig present existence is not all there is. We knpw
there is more because God promised that to us in Chitestknows our sorrows and our woes. He is there and he cgres.

We can walk in victory through the events of our livers kimgvthat he will never let us go thru anything that we can pot
bear.

God Bless

lggy

Received a call this AM that James Erskine passed away some 3 years ago - his daughter requested that his name be
removed from the mailing list. She said she enjoyed the SB and thought it was a great magazine....but to go ahead and
remove the name. Submitted by Jim Hoke

SEABROOK, N.H. - LEON CARL DURKEE, 83, of Seabrook, N.H. and Lakeland, Fla., formerly of Newbury-
port, died Sunday, May 24, 2009, at Anna Jaques Hospital in Newburyport.
He and his wife June Arline (Etter) Durkee would have celebrated their 59th wedding anniversary on May 27th.
Born in Swampscott, Jan. 14, 1926, he was one of four sons of the late Robert Leslie and Marion (Underwood)
Durkee and was a graduate of Swampscott High School, Class of 1944. He entered the United States Air
Force in 1944 at the age of 18 and made a career of the Air Force, retiring after 20 years of service at the age
of 38.
In 1950, he married his long-time girlfriend, June Arline Etter, who traveled the world with him. They had three
daughters, Donna Lianne who was born at Clark Field in the Philippine Islands, and Pamela Marlene and San-
dra Jo who were born at March A.F.B. in Riverside California.
In 1957, Leon was transferred to South Ruislip, England where he was in charge of Flight Service with 20 men
under his direction. It was here that he made the rank of Senior Master Sergeant.
In 1960, he and the family returned to the United States where Leon was transferred to George A.F.B. in Victorville, California.
One year later he was again transferred to Hanscom A.F.B. in Bedford, Massachusetts and in 1963 they moved to Newbury-
port. After retiring from the Air Force in 1964, Leon worked for the Newburyport Daily News in the advertising department, and
later was a let-ter carrier for the Newburyport Post Office. He retired from the Post Office with 15 years of services. At age 55
he retired to Lakeland Fla., spending winters in Florida and summers in New Hampshire.
In addition to his wife, daughters and sons-in-law, Donna and Jerome Distefano of Townsend, Pamela and Jeffrey Goldsmith
of Exeter, N.H. and Sandra and John O'Brien of Lansdale, Pa. he leaves behind eight grandchildren, two great-grandchildren,
and several nieces and nephews. He was pre-deceased by three brothers, Raymond, Leslie and Clayton Durkee. The memo-
ries that were created throughout his lifetime will live forever in the hearts of those he loved so dearly.

Sent in by Fred Coryell and Iggy Cruz
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EUGENE 'GENE' PREISS
BUFFALO - Eugene "Gene"
Norman Preiss, age 73, of Buf-
falo, passed away peacefully on
Saturday, May 23, 2009, at St.
Cloud VA Medical Center. Gene
was born to Norman and Ethel
(Metz) Preiss on May 28, 1935,
in St. Louis, Mo. After graduating
from high school, Gene served in
the United States Air Force for
more than 20 years during both
the Korean and Vietnam con-
flicts. He was a member of the American Legion
and former member of the Waverly Gun Club.
Gene loved to raise black Labradors for competi-
tion and for sale. He was also an avid hunter and

“In the tail of plane 397
Airman 1/C Eugene N
Preiss, the 21-yea-old tail
gunner, was mrsing a won-
derful idea A tail gunrer
sits fadng the rear, wafch-
ing the jet streams and tail
con-trols which the plot
camot seeand keging an
eye ait for enemy aircraft.
If he stayed in his pogtion
for the entire time, Priss
figured, and if the tail gun-
ners a the other planes
went uwp forward for a
breather, he would became
the first man in the wald to

fisherman. On May 26, 1979, Gene married Phyllis
Allen (nee Prior) and later moved to Buffalo.
Gene is survived by his loving wife, Phyllis: chil-
dren, Joe and Michelle Preiss, Dan (Carolyn),
Mike (Shirlee) and Patrick (Jill) Allen: 5 grand-
children, brother Ken Preiss: as many other friengls
and relatives.

fly around tke world back-
ward He glanced at his
foad supply and tlsketchy
toil et faaliti es then
reached for his first paper-
backed mystery novel. (He
read thee more before the

Editor's Note: Gene was possibly the last of fli ght ended.)

the B-52 crew members alive, | believe, who
participated in the historic 1957 B-52 flight
around the world. (His AC, George Kale-
baugh, was the only other one living in 2006.)
He was also a member of the Air Force Gun-
ners Association. We will remember him—
and miss him.

Bob

Photo and article about th
1957 “Around the World in
45 Hours” copied from Lif
Magazine, January, 28,
1957 story.

BACKWARD CIRCUMNAVIGATOR Eugene
Preiss straightens up for first time in two days
as he jumpsfrom cramped gunner's position in
tail, proud of being first man to fly arourd the
world backwad. “ January 18, 1957

WILLIS H. BEASLEY, JR . Born in Denver, Co on Apr. 13, 1922 — Died Feb.22, 2009

Bill enlisted in the Army Air Force in Oct. 1942. In Dec. 1943, he was assigned to a B-24 csrew as a tall
gunner in the 492" BG, 857" BS stationed in North Pickenham, England. On his 17" mission his crew
was shot down Jun. 20, 1944 over Politz Germany and interned in Sweden until Nov. 1944. On his return
to USA he married Norma on Dec. 26, 1944. He was awarded the following medals: Two Air Medals,
Good Conduct Medal, American Theatre Service Medal, the European-African-Middle -Eastern Service
Medal with 5 bronze stars, the French Jubilee of Liberty Medal awarded by the French Govt. He partici-
pated in the Air Offensive of Europe, Normandy Campaign, Southern France Campaign, Northern
France Campaign and the Rhineland Campaign. After being discharged in Oct. 1945, Bill enlisted in the
Reserves and held the commission of Second Lt. until contracting polio.

He worked for PSCo in Denver for 40 years retiring in 1986 as a Customer Service Rep. Bill was the Hon. Pres of the 492nd
BG Assn., Member of Englewood Lodge 166 AF & AM, American Legion Post #1, VFW, 8th AFHS, and Air Force Assn.

Survived by his wife Norma of 64 years; sons Bill (Kathi), Craig (Dorothy), Mark (Janette); grandchildren Joshua, Matthew,
Justin, Chad, Kevin and Madeline; and former daughter-in-law April Beasley (mother of Justin and Chad).

Graveside services are Friday, February 27, 2009 at 9: 15 am at Fort Logan National Cemetary, Denver, CO

Obituary provided by Norma Beasley via Jim Hoke.
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Chief Master Sgt. (Retired) Albert Lee Staples, 84, died on May 23 at Memorial Hospital.
Sgt. Staples was born on November 15, 1924, in Kansas City, Kansas to Frank S. and

Romaine (Dockson) Staples who ar deceased. He lived i
the Army Air Corps ir June 1942. He moved to Fountain,

n Kansas City until enlisting in
Colorado in 1969. Sgt. Staples

was aB17 Tail Gunner with the 96th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force, during VWVII and com-
pleted 25 combat missions over Europe and was credited with destroying 14 German

FW190 Fighter aircraft. His military medals including the

Distinguished Flying Cross, 5

Air Medals, Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, and 2 Air Force Commendation med-
als. His overseas tours were in England, Japan, Hawaii and Viet Nam. He retired from
the Air Force with over 31 years of service in 1974 am from the Colorado Department of Social Services

in 1990, and then worked as a driver for Av Car Rental. He married Myrtle

A. Schubert in Denver on Feb-

ruary 14, 1945 and they celebrated 58 years together before her death in 2003. He is survived by a

daughter, Joyce Staples of Fountain. He was an active member of Faith L
the 8t Air Force Historical Society, and the 96th Bomb Group Association.

utheran Church, a member of
A visitation will be held Sunday,

May 31 from 12 - 3 p.m. at the Shrine of Remembrance. A memorial service will be held at Faith Lutheran
Church, 315 Security Boulevard, Security, Colorado at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 6 with Rev. O.B.
Spruth officiating. Private entombment will be at the Shrine Remembrance Mausoleum. Memorial contri-

butions may be made to Faith Lutheran Church.
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KENNETH A. BLACK
September 18, 1934 -
April 1, 2009

It was rewarding to see a fel
low Chief and Gunner receiV,
such a touching eulogy, fit fo
a dignitary. The Barksdale

Chaplain conducted the ser-
vice. CMS Steve Stakes, who
just retired from 8AF Com-
mand Chief slot, gave a touch-

ing tribute to Ken. There weleretired Chiefs. Also in attendance were
300 plus in attendance for the Mayor, State Senator and State Congre
service including the 8AF man.—Jim Merrell

three star Commander, seveajnfo provided by Jim Merrell, Fred Arthu

Colonels and a large contin-1 Ken Koval, Mack Lee, and others.
gency of active duty and

11°]

—
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Obituary notices for other Bomber Aircrew Personnel submitted by AFGA Members

LOUIE THOMAS PYNES, 89, a retired USAF lieutenant colonel, passed away Friday, June 19, 2009.

Funeral: 3:30 p.m. Tuesday in Greenwood Chapel. Interment: Greenwood Memorial Park.

Col. Pynes was born Nov. 19, 1919, in Croshy, Ala. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1943 and served during World
War Il, Korea and Vietnam, flying B-17, B-29 and B-52 aircraft. He retired in 1965.—submitted by Cease Walker

JAMES PATRICK COLLINS (CHIP) - 11 OCT 21—24 MAY 2009 - LT. COL, USAF RETIRED—26 YEAR USAF VET-
ERAN—RETIRED AT CASTLE 1969. B-24 PILOT, WWII, POW, B-52 PILOT VIET NAM —submitted by Cease Walker

GERALD R. BROWN, 70, a retired USAF Major—May 1, 1938—April 9, 2009—Flew over 100 missions as EW) -Retired
at Castle AFB in 1980.

Death March Survivor Dies: Retired SMSgt. NORMAN R. "Jack” MATTHEWS died March 8 at age 92, reports <http://
r.listpilot.net/c/afa/30ic879/1ratg> the Suffolk News-Herald. Matthews was an aerial gunner sent to the Philippines with
other airmen in late 1941 to await their airplanes during World War 1l. They joined with land forces to fight the Japa-
nese when they invaded the island. Matthews survived the infamous Bataan Death March and served 27 years in the
Air Force. Submitted by Pete Karjanis

USAF LT. COL. KARL D. MATHES, 5 MAR 18-> 17 MAR 09 (submitted by Cease Walker)

USAF MAJ. ANTHONY L PICCIANO, 1933-> 2009 (submitted by Cease Walker)

USAF COL Potter, Francis H.died 26 March 2009—For all prior 325 Bomb Sqdn personnel—Spokane, WA

Army Air Force - JOHN HOUGHTALING, 92 - born Nov 14, 1916, passed away Jun 17, 2009. John flew 20 missions

as a gunner on B-17 during WWII. Inventor of the “Magic Fingers” vibrating motor that, at its’ height of use was in
250,000 motel rooms. Passed away in Fort Pierce, FL Submitted by Dave Austin

JOHN JEROME OVADAL 85, of Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin, went to be with the Lesdly April 11, 2009. John was
born March 8, 1924 in Madison, Wisconsin to Nels and CRaak§) Ovadal. He graduated from Madison East High
School in 1942. During WWII John served his country in the 8tlFérce. He flew 11 combat missions over occu
pied Europe as a B-17 tail gunner. On January 29, 1944, Johnsyalsusbot down and he was taken prisoner. He
spent the next 15 months in three German POW camps lefiorg liberated by American ground forces under Gen-
eral George Patton. During his time as a POW John enduoeidteed marches, including the infamous Blizzard
March. In 1949, he re-enlisted in the U.S. Air force sadved as a gunnery instructor during the Korean War.
After serving in WWII, he returned home, met his bi#alubride and married the former Rachel Heasty on 30ly1945. He
farmed and also worked as a U.S. Letter Carrier wetiiing. Then, he owned and operated a self-segasestation for many years
in Mt. Horeb, WI. He is survived by six children:John &g Ovadal. Kristine (Jerry) Pederstuen, Ralph (Lir@@zgdal, Paul
(Shannon) Ovadal , Ann (Eric) Vande Zande, and Todd (Kristiad@l, 17 grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren; h
sister, Mabel (Ovadal) Herrick; his brother, Alfred4dita) Ovadal, and several nieces, nephews othewvedatnd friends. He
will be greatly missed for his courage, stable lovel sinrength of character. John was preceded in death bglRhichwife of
nearly 60 years, and a nephew, Gary Herrick.

S

Burial with full military honors will be at Mt. Horeblnion Cemetery on April 15.

Submitted by Doug & Nancy Caldwell—his service was a guso@nded very interesting. John was not a membeediBGA
but certainly is deserving of this recognition of his/ge to his country.
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Four Veterans honored: From left: Sgt Kyle
Pelletier, Sgt % Class Frank Bell and PFC An-
gelo Pasquale fold a flag Friday in Randolph,
VT.

Thanks to Pete Karjanis for sending in this articlee-l b
lieve the “Final Fly By” is an appropriate spot far Bob
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BELVA MOZELLE "Moe" SMITH , 87 of deCordova died Sunday, April 5, 2009 in her home.
Memorial services at a later date.
Charitable contributions can be made to Covenant Hospice and Palliative Care, 3221 Col-
linsworth St., Suite 160, Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 or to the American Cancer Society.
Moe was born Nov. 8,1921 in Haskell County, to James Anderson Cox and Lelia Addie
Montgomery Cox.
Moe lived in deCordova since 1973. She retired as a Real Estate Agent after 14 years. Her
greatest pastime was playing golf.
She is survived by her husband of 56 years, George E. Smith; daughter, Pat Simonsen and husband
Greg of Derby, KS; son, Melton Field and wife JoAnn of Frisco; sisters, June Medford of deCordova,
and Virginia Austin and husband Jim of Beaumont; four grandchildren, four great grandchildren, many
cousins, nieces and nephews.
Final arrangements are by Wiley Funeral Home.

Information provided by Mack and Joan Lee

Louise Mitchell Byram, 83, passed away Wednesday, June 24, 2009, in Granbury.

Funeral: 10 a.m. Friday at Bluff Dale Baptist Church in Bluff Dale. Burial: Tolar Cemetery in Tolar.
Memorials: In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to charity of choice.

Mrs. Byram was born May 28, 1926, in Caddo to Lewis and Aline Veale Mitchell. She married James
D. Byram, June 13, 1980, in Granbury. Mrs. Byram was a missionary and worked with the Navajo In-
dians in Albuquerque, Tecnosposs, Thoreau, Smithlake, Santa Fe, Farmington, Zuni and Magdalena,
all in New Mexico. She taught at Granbury Elementary School, retiring in 1987. She was a member of
Bluff Dale Baptist Church. She was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Dave Mitchell; and sis-
ter, Laura Brockman.

Survivors: Husband, James "J.D." Byram of Granbury; stepchildren, BC Talbott and husband, Todd,
of Hollywood, Calif., Berry Byram and wife, Beth, of Orlando, Fla.; sister, Lynn Bradley and husband,
Harry, of Stephenville; and several nieces and nephews.

Information provided by Mack and Joan Lee - “She was a dear sweet lady who loved her Indians.”

TAPS

Day is done ... Gone the sun ... From the lakes Fromethills ...
From the sky ... All is well .. Safely rest . God is nigh.

Fading light ... Dims the sight .. And a star Gems the gk.
Gleaming bright ... From afar ... Drawing nigh Falls the nght ..

Thanks and praise ... For our days ... Neath the sun . Néathe
stars... Neath the sky ... As we go ... This we knowGod is nigh ..
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MARGIE COLLEEN GRAHAM 78, died Saturday, June 20, 2009. Born in Montezuma, lowa, she
lived many years in Tucson, AZ before moving to Hampthjn 2004. Mrs. Graham was a mem-
ber of Phoebus United Methodist Church, Hampton, VA.\&#®a lifetime member of the VFW
Ladies Auxiliary and the Cooties Auxiliary where shedhedveral officer positions and served on the
Color Guard. Since moving to Hampton, she has servadJSA Track and Field Official and volunt
teered at the Hampton VA Medical Center Pharmacy. ®@raham is survived by her daughters, San-
dra Kay Thomason and husband Howard, Karen G. Stowdrswsband Odis; sister, Marlene Kay
Smith and husband Don; grandchildren, Shannon Ellis, LaShawnrSia\wtoinette Stowers, and
Adonis Stowers; and great-grandchildren, Courtney, DuAtharious, Kennedy, Amara, Adonis I,
Cameron and Kaiden. A Funeral Service will be conductédatp.m. Wednesday, June 24, 2009 jat
Phoebus United Methodist Church by the Rev. Dr. RdbdpParsons and Minister Odis C. Stowers.
The family will receive friends in the church followinlget service.

Submitted by Liz & Andy Anderson and Joan and Mack Lee—@sfjuist in time to add to our Final Fly By section—
many thanks for sending it in. Bob

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME: RANK:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:

HOME PHONE: ( ) TODAY'S DATE: DOB: |

WIFE'S FIRST NAME:

| WAS A GUNNER ON: B B B B B
ARE YOUANEWMEMBER? YES__ NO___ IF“NO”"-CARD #

ENCLOSED ARE MY DUES (CIRCLE ONE):  LIFE: $100.00 ANNUAL: $15.00
OTHER: $ E-mail address:

MAIL TO: JAMES HOKE, 1906 RIDGEWOOD DR, PAPILLION, NE 68133-2478

PHONE: (402) 991-5830

45



THIS AND THAT
FALLEN BROTHERS FOUND—AND LOST

By Joseph L. Galloway

McClatchy Newspapers

As with so much in life and in death, there was news this week that was joyous and sad and bittersweet all at once for the small

community of the Vietham War's band of brothers of the la Drang Valley.

Early in the morning of December 28, 1965, a U.S. Army Huey helicopter, tail number 63-08808, lifted off from the huge grassy

airfield at the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) base at An Khe in the Central Highlands of South Vietnam.

Two experienced pilots, CWO Jesse Phelps of Boise, Idaho, and CWO Kenneth Stancel of Chattanooga, Tenn., were at the con-

trols. Behind them in the doors were crew chief Don Grella of Laurel, Neb., and door gunner Jim Rice of Spartanburg, S.C. All

four were already veterans of the fiercest air assault battle of the war, fought the previous month in the la Drang.

Huey 808 was one of 10 birds in a platoon of A Company, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, led by Capt. Ed (Too Tall to Fly)

Freeman. It was bound on a short, routine flight down Route 19 to an infantry field position just over the high pass between An

Khe and the port city of Qui Nhon.

It was what Army aviators called an "ash and trash mission,"” hauling cases of C-rations, ammunition and other essential supplies

to a company of grunts preparing for an air assault mission.

Normally, all missions were flown by at least two helicopters, but this one was so brief and so routine and along a route so well

known and marked by the center white line of a familiar highway that Capt. Freeman and his boss, Maj. Bruce (OI' Snake) Cran-

dall, already at the Landing Zone with the rest of A Company's 20 helicopters, agreed to waive that requirement and let 808 fly

alone.

With that, 808 flew off the face of the earth. It disappeared without a word on the radio of distress or trouble. The helicopter was

gone, and a massive search effort began almost immediately and continued for months, both as an organized and methodical

search and by individual Huey pilots who flew anywhere near that route.

For weeks, they combed the rugged jungle hills on both sides of the road and on both sides of the mountain pass. Choppers

hovered over every break in the tree cover peering down if they could see or sending crewmen rappelling down ropes to look

around clearings that were not easily checked from the air.

They found nothing. The Huey and its four crewmen had vanished.

The families of the crewmen joined the ranks of those who wait for news, for hope, for some closure of an open wound. More

than 1,600 American servicemen are still listed as missing in action in Vietnam.

This week, the Department of Defense liaison officers who work with MIA families called OI' Snake Crandall and surviving family

members of the four missing crewmen to confirm that after 43 years, search teams following one of thousands of leads had

found and positively identified the wreckage of Huey 808.

In what amounts to almost an archaeological dig the Joint Task Force _ Missing in Action (JTF-MIA) team assigned to this lead

also recovered dog tags, other personal artifacts and some human remains. After so long a time in the acid soil of Vietnam, that

usually means bone fragments and maybe a tooth or two. Often that adds up to no more than will fill a small handkerchief.

The remains will now be flown to the Central Identification Library in Hawaii and every effort will be made through DNA testing to

identify them and attach a name to them.

"They told us it could take several months to complete that process,” said Shirley Haase of Omaha, Neb., the sister of crew chief

Don Grella. "I only wish my mother was here for this news. She waited for so long."

The men of Huey 808 will be coming home at last. Grieving mothers and fathers have died waiting for news that never came.

Siblings have grown old. Their buddies have never forgotten and never rested in pressing for a resolution to this case.

Too Tall Ed Freeman and OI' Snake Crandall, his wingman and boss, never missed an opportunity to ask questions or get a little

pushy with a government official, even a president of the United States or a North Vietnamese Army general, in seeking an an-

swer to the mystery.

Too Tall Ed died last summer in a Boise, Idaho, hospital. In their final farewell visit, he and Crandall, both Medal of Honor recipi-

ents, talked about Huey 808, and Bruce promised Ed that he'd keep pushing the search as long as he lived.

A week ago, the la Drang fraternity buried Doc Randy Lose at the National Cemetery in Biloxi, Miss. Doc was the medic of the

Lost Platoon of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 7th U.S. Cavalry at Landing Zone X-Ray in November 1965.

Doc's old company commander, Col. (ret.) John Herren, was there. So was Sgt. Earnie Savage, who inherited command of the

Lost Platoon after Lt. Henry Herrick and three more-senior sergeants were killed in the first 10 minutes of battle after the 30-man

platoon was cut off and surrounded by hundreds of North Viethamese soldiers.

In all, nine men were killed and 13 were wounded in the opening minutes of a struggle for survival that lasted 27 hours for the cut

-off Americans. Doc Lose used up all the bandages and kept plugging wounds with small rolls of C-Ration toilet paper. He

crawled from man to man under intense enemy fire, was wounded twice himself and kept every one of the 13 wounded alive dur-

ing the longest day and night of their lives.

Doc earned a Distinguished Service Cross for his actions, and his battalion commander, Lt. Gen. (ret) Hal Moore, and | did eve-

rything we could to get that upgraded to the Medal of Honor we think he deserved.

Doc Lose died last month, killed by the Vietham War just as certainly as if he'd been shot in the head by a sniper during those 27

hours with the Lost Platoon. You see, my friend Doc Lose came home from Vietnam a different man. He carried wounds no one

but other combat veterans could see. Doc carried the battlefield memories of suffering and death and killing, and they never let

him rest.

All that's over now. Doc has crossed the river to be with some other great soldiers. The rest of us will be along soon enough,

Doc, so pop smoke when you hear us inbound. The goofy grape (purple smoke) will work just fine. Submitted by Cease Walker
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The BX continues to receive an ebb and flow of orders — March and April 2009 were

good months for sales. However net sales receipts are barely keeping up with oper-

ating expenses. A thorough discussion about the continued viability of the AFGA BX

will be a topic for the membership and the leadership of the organization at the reun-

ion in Spokane. The mission of the AFGA BX has always been to make available

AFGA and related items and memorabilia not available elsewhere to our members
at a reasonable cost. It is meant to be self-supporting and not a source of income.

The best selling items n the BX are Gunners Wings (both full size and miniature),

AFGA baseball caps, hat/lapel pins, gunner’s coins, patches and decals. Enough of
these have sold in the last 2 years that some have had to be re-stocked. Items that sell only occasionally,
in order of popularity are AFGA Golf shirts, sweatshirts, windbreakers, lined jackets, B-52 baseball caps
and mouse pads. Of these items, windbreakers and sweatshirts are those which have the highest number
of inventory items and require the most space for storage. ltems that haven't sold at all or only one or two
in the last year are AFGA and Bulldog decal watches, AFGA golf balls, AFGA knee/seat pads and vests.

At the reunion in Spokane, look for a good selection and supply of our best selling items and a minimal
supply of the slow-selling items. We are contemplating a “clearance sale” of the less popular items to re-
duce inventory and storage requirements. New items at the reunion will be wood block printed polo shirts,
belt buckles, AFGA and gunner’s pins.

The idea of “outside sales” or sales to the public of AFGA BX items has surfaced several times, with ideas
to sell items on the World Wide Web, possibly through eBay. However, the logistics of this idea may take
the operation of the BX beyond its voluntary nature. In addition, the method of taking payment over the
Internet may not be reasonable for the small sales volumes the BX could support.

Neil Richards
BX Officer

Perhaps by the time this SB is printe
these new Polo Shirts (blue only for
now) will be available for sale in the
BX for $23 plus shipping. Designed
and supplied by Delphic Designs, it
is a wood block printed polo shirt.
Shirt shown is the blue B-52 polo
shirt. The AFGA was invited to com-
ment on the design as it evolved
along with other knowledgeable B-54
folks. The end result is a wood block
stamped polo shirt that you see on th
left. It will be listed in the BX as it
becomes available to us in quantity.
We will have some 3 dozen for sale
at the Spokane Reunion to start with
Watch www.gunners.net site for their
availability and descriptions in the
BX posted there. Also in the works
by Delphic Designs, website:
(www.delphic.com) are some coffee
mugs with various B-52 artwork on
one side and “words of wisdom” on
the other side as well as some tee
shirts. Sample set of coffee mugs wil
also be at Spokane. More to fol-
low....

Close-up detail of the wood
block print on the blue polo shirt
I have. Very nice shirt for the
B-52 enthusiasts and only B-52
Polo shirt is dark blue with a “wash ones currently available. Nice
out” of design being the lighter tag also.
background.

j =
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History of the American B-26 bombers, which crashed at Dmmber 23,
1944 near Demerath and Steineberg. Researched and writteg Hermann
-Josef Stolz, Mehren, Germany.

The monument was disposed as a memorial to the crewldouas a memorial
against war and forgetting. It also reminds of the peopl2emerath, who had
the courage to bury the dead as required by their Chriséibef, although this
was forbidden by the Nazis.

What happened then at this December 23, 1944 - one day beforkr{St-
mas?

After the bad weather, which remained over the whole arése dfont since
the December, 16 1944 had gone sometimes the sun was bréagirghtthe
clouds. Therefore on this Saturday the air actiwi&g more than seen in many
weeks by the allieds. The 9th Air Force was told tmiglate the railways and
the supply-roads behind the front. At this time railwalywas a very impor-
tant potential to supply the forces at the front. Thisidknown as "Black
Saturday" in history of the 9" Air Force because they36sB26-Marauder
bombers only at this day over the Eifel area.

The plane which was shot near Demerath. It's nicknareé¢ RRAGGIN LADY"

1. 1st Lt Elmar R. Borden
2. Capt. Mont F. Stephensen
3. S/Sgt. Lynn E. Rose Jr.
4. T/Sgt. William E. Bower

The 397th Bomber Group with their B-26 Marauder bombers welered to destroy the railway bridge near Eller
which led over the river Mosel. 33 bombers started this mgroit of its base Peronne in France in order to destr
their most important goal. The first bomber squadron3astplanes over the goal area by very violently and exac

shooting Flak fire. It was the second squadron, which waskad by approximately 50 German hunters while theif

bombs fell on the goal. Seven bombers were shot in the prafcéssfights. Two B-26 crashed near Demerath ang
Steineberg.

The only still living crew member Paul W. Lefever of tlpkane crashed near Steineberg had reported the follow
to me: "... After we attacked the goal for the firstej my turret was destroyed and fell into the ammunitierec

My radio telephone system was also destroyed, so | dikinoot, which destruction was further on. On second atta
wave our airplane was burning. When | came forward fromeierange, the radio operator had already jumped @
| also jumped afterwards out of the airplane. Since tivere many airplanes around in the air, | made a fre&dafi
8,000 to 1,000 feet (2.400 to 300 meters). At touchdown | broke my anétlbad some more breaks in my leg,
which | still have today. An SS Panzerjager man (Taunkter man) took me to a small village. | believe it was
Steineberg."

Two crew members fell dead with the airplane. They weresd in the proximity of the crash spot. The four other
crew members could jump off using their parachutes arahbe®OW's. The pilot had suffered heavy burns so heg
succumbed to his injuries on January, 3 1945 in the militaspital in Siegburg. Fewer luck had the nine crew me
bers of the B-26 that crashed near Demerath. They hadeall killed within the crash.
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Pilot: Capt. Stephensen Mont F., 27 years old

Copilot: 2nd Lt. Grappes John L.

Navigator: 1st Lt. Kinney Robert J., 28 years old ardlried
Bombardier: 2Lt. Borden Elmar R., married
Gee-Operator: 1st Lt. Grundman Laverne F.

Engineer- Gunner: S/Sgt. Rose Lynn E. Jr.
Radio-Gunner: T/Sgt. Bower William E.
Armourer-Gunner: S/Sgt. Watson Harry H., married
Engineer-Gunner: S/Sgt. Galati James V.

The airplane impacted south of the village at a mountadrbaoke apart. An eye-witness described the aerial co
as follows:

"...0ne day before Christmas, it was nice sunny weathe snow; bombers flew over Demerath and Steineberg
denly a German hunter flew from way down through the bordoeration. Immediately a burning bomber crashg
near Steineberg, a short time later the second crashedh impacted behind Demerath. The German pilot jump
off its destroyed machine with the parachute. He was hurs &iead. The airplane impacted behind Steiningen.

German pilot after his landing visited the crashing spbtss own machine and those of the two bombers...."

When on February 1, 1946 an American excavator command exhbetdo dead bodies of the bomber crashed

near Steineberg, they found a cross with the inscriptiotine grave: "Here are lying two American pilots". Tive
dead ones, which were transferred later to the U.S.fe ®emb Contactor F/O Gummings Benjamin B. and the
year old Flight Engineer T/Sgt Ahlgreen Elwood R. The peopDemerath buried the dead bodies at the edge
their Catholic cemetery.
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The later Mayor took the identity discs of 7 dead creamimers. From the other two (Stephensen and Grundmgn) he

had only found their paybooks. He delivered these deduciimgsttater to the city hall of Gillenfeld.

In May 1945 the 9 dead ones were exhumed and transfertteel Aonerican Military Cemetery Hamm in Luxem-
bourg. Four of the nine were later transferred from tteetke U.S.A.

The airplane wreck was still lying at the crash spohesgme years after war has ended. And many people of D
erath went there in order to find something useful.

For many people WWIl is a long time ago, many who experieit@dn't alive any more, many things are forgof

But even nearly 60 years after the end of the war therdilapeeple, war veterans and survivors, who are orncke
for answers on many different questions. These answerl make it possible to close a chapter after mangsyes

During my investigations about the air war in the Eifel dre@me in contact with the survivors of Pilot Capt. Momt

F. Stephensen and Bomb Contactor 1st Lt. ElImar R. Borden.

They were very pleased about the fact that | could help themfiying the circumstances of the death of their relg

tives. They were still more surprised and agitated abaximity of the crash place an intending small monumengt for

the crew was established.

What finally remains is the certainty that | have gittem answers to many questions to survivors, and theatd
found new friends in the U.S.A. And the certainty for Ameericans, that their death relatives are not forgotBe-
cause the worst which could happen to the millions of detttedNorld War is being forgotten.

If the last war veteran and the last time-witnes$iefwar deceased then World War Il will only be histang it re-
mains preserved only which will be located in the hisedtmoks about the large battles.

But what happened in so many small places will just bedsivdater generations if it was written down before tlf

e

last eye-witness has died.
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THIS AND THAT
OLD ED - THE STRANGER ON THE PIER
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“ONE AMERICAN HERO”
The Story of B-17 Tail Gunner Wallace Van Sandt

301st BG B-17 Crew of “HIGH POINTERS”
Shot down April 3, 1944

It began as a high school graduation pre-
sent in late 1940, a shiny new 45 flat head
twin Flight Red 1941 WLD Sport Solo
Harley-Davidson motorcycle. It was a gift to
Wallace Van Sandt of Birmingham, Ala.
from his father. Logging just over 19,000
miles on the motorcycle before he enlisted
in the Army Air Corps in 1942, Wallace be-
came a tail gunner aboard a B-17 and was
shot down over Yugoslavia. Wallace never
made it home, first listed as Missing in Ac-
tion and — one year later — declared Killed in
Action with his remains returning to Ala-
bama in 1949.
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“ONE AMERICAN HERO”
The Story of B-17 Tail Gunner Wallace Van Sandt (card)

“Wallace’s story is one that touches all of us in so many ways,” said Jim Fricke, Curatorial Director of the Harley-
Davidson Museum. “He was a war hero — a decorated veteran — and at the same time he was just an American
kid from Alabama who had a sweetheart waiting for him back home and who loved riding his Harley-Davidson
motorcycle.”

A memorial is built

Wallace’s mother built a memorial house out of mountain stone near her home to honor her son’s memory. In it
she placed his personal belongings — his uniforms, flight suit, medals, letters to and from his sweetheart, and his
beloved Harley-Davidson motorcycle. The items remained untouched until the 1960s when Wallace’s ailing
mother gave the collection to her grandson and Wallace’s nephew, Cleve Porter. Cleve spent the next 40 years
meticulously researching what had happened to his uncle that fateful day in 1944. Along the way he amassed
reams of research, photographs and other information, even tracking down and interviewing members of the crew
that survived the plane crash, along with contacting the civilians in Yugoslavia who found and buried his uncle.

Wallace’s Harley-Davidson motorcycle comes home to Milwaukee

In late 2006, the Harley-Davidson Archives received a call from Cleve Porter expressing his desire to see his un-

cle’s bike return home, to the place it was manufactured nearly 70 years earlier. Cleve’s desire was for the collec-
tion to remain whole, and wanted the bike and personal possessions to stay together so that his uncle’s memory

could live on as it did with the family.

Experience the journey Now visitors to the Museum can see “One American Hero” beginning May 22 through
August 10. Along with his motorcycle, Wallace’s personal items will be on display including his Purple Heart
medal, the telegram his family received with the tragic news that he was missing in action, his hand-written let-
ters and his childhood mementos.

Wallace Van Standt on on his Harlg
Davidson 1941 WLD in front of the
Valley Head, Alabama drugstore,
c.1942

To see more historical items  from the H-D Archives, visit the Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee. All articles and photos
used with permission of Harley-Davidson Motor Co. Many thanks to Amanda Lee, Manager, Communication, Harley David-
son Motor Co. for her support to the AFGA and in providing us these materials to use—(all photos and written content are copy
righted). Also visit www.h-dmuseum.com for more details about the museum and the current “ONE AMERICAN HERO” pro-
gram it is featuring.

The article on the back page (pg 56) was featured in Harley Davidson’s “HOG” magazine and helps to provide a little more insight
to this interesting story. Bob
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Tail Gunner's Mount Makes It Home

WWII Veteran’s 1941 Harley Davidson Motorcycle—a 1941 4&tdad Twin WLD in it's original “Flight Red” paint saime

Those who die young are almost always remembered for who they were at the time they died. Just as actor James Dean re-
mains a dashing figure with untold talent, so Wallace Van Sandt is a high-flier in the sweet spot of a great American life.

His need for speed first became apparent at Phillips High School in Birmingham. Alabama. where Van Sandt competed in
track and field and other sports, earning several medals. He graduated in 1942 and his father gave him a new 1941 Harley-
Davidson WLD as a graduation gift. The motorcycle. in a color called Flight Red. cost approximately $400 new.

Like many young men, Van Sandt joined the Army Air Corps in 1942. For his last day of civilian life, he rode to all his favor-
ite places near Mentone. Alabama, where he spent summers with his mother. He spoke of plans for life after the Army: to
marry his girlfriend Peggy and attend Auburn University to study forestry. Before leaving for war, Van Sandt logged 19,088
miles flying on the WLD he clearly cherished.

Once his training was complete, Van Sandt served as tail gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress dubbed the High Pointers
in the, 301st Bomb Group. On April 3. 1944. the High Pointers took off from Italy and flew over the Adriatic Sea and Yugo-
slavia to attack a railroad marshalling yard in Budapest. Hungary. During the bomb run. the plane was hit by flak, leaving one
engine disabled and two damaged. The pilot tried to reach the Adriatic for a water landing and Allied rescue, but the B-17
was hit again by anti-aircraft fire only five miles from the coast. Spinning and in flames. The High Pointers went down near
the village of Kuline in Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia. Seven crew members were able to bail out before impact. but Wallace Van
Sandt was killed along with the pilot and copilot.

Three members of the Yugoslav Partisans, the national underground resistance. witnessed the crash and buried Van
Sandt at the site. In 1949. the remains were exhumed, shipped back. and buried in Gadsden. Alabama Because no dog tags
were found on the day of the crash, Van Sandt's mother often wondered if the correct remains had been sent. Van Sandt's
nephew. Cleve Porter of Knoxville, Tennessee. who had taken an interest in his uncle's life and untimely passing. acquired
copies of the dental records from Van Sandt's entrance physical in 1942 and those made upon the retrieval of the remains in
1949. With the help of a forensic anthropologist at the University of Tennessee. the remains in Gadsden were confirmed
beyond all doubt to be those of Van Sandt, giving the family some sense of closure.

His mother kept the motorcycle and his personal effects until she became terminally ill in 1973, at which point she gave the
collection to Porter. He kept the motorcycle in completely original condition, never once considering a restoration or sale of
the bike.

In 2006, Porter, concerned with maintaining the overall Integrity of the collection, approached the Harley-Davidson Ar-
chives about the possibility of incorporating the motorcycle and other artifacts into its permanent collection. In recognition oft
he motorcycle's original condition and the power of the story behind it, the Motor Company brought this American flyboy's
WLD back to the city of its birth.

The motorcycle and other items related to the life of Wallace Van Sandt will be on display in the lobby of the Harley-Davidson Museum.
For more details as they become available. visit www .h-dmuseum.com . Active duty military personnel (including Reserve) and veterans
enjoy a discounted Museum ticket price of $12 year-round.

More of the story continues on the inside previous two pages before this back page (pg 54 and 55 ). All parts of the story are copy righted and
have been used with permission of Harley Davidson Motors Co.
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