


GENERAL CARL A. “TOOEY” SPAATZ

A SHORT HISTORY OF THIS GREAT LEADER

FRONT COVER: The painting of General Carl Spaatz was done by Howasto in 1984. Mr. Koslow is a renown artist an
has provided numerous paintings to the United StatesodeFamong his many other endeavors. You can segstttisular paint
ing at: www.lunicover.com/EF4VH79S.htm if you are inteedsn further information.




The planning for the reunion is all in place and excepsdone fine tuning, we should be in good
shape. | need to remind everyone that it is your respoinsiioiimake your own room reservation
with the Doubletree Hotel Spokane-City Center. The tedien form does not include your ho-
tel accommodations. Also, if you have any special needsdilia a handicap, or anything you
might need some special assistance with) please notatkie registration form and also let
someone know at the registration table when you check in. Wiechgak in at the registration
table make sure you are signed up for everything you wanted &edsng your banquet meal is
correct. This will avoid problems later on.

To make your reservation at the Doubletree Hotel Spokane Eity Center, call 1-800-222-tree(8733) and tell
them you are with the_Air_Force Gunners Associatiorso you can get the $99.00 room rate. You can also call 1
-509-455-9600 and ask for reservations. We also have a link on thebsite to make reservations using the
internet. You need to make your room reservation by Fridy, August 14, 2008 in order to get the $99.00 room
rate. If you have any problems or questions, give me a call.

A listing of everyone who signed up for the reunion will be a4ty the hospitality room and the registration table.
You can check this list to see who is scheduled to cora¢phFSterns will be coordinating the golf event, so if you
are interested in playing, please contact him directlyitberephone or e-mail.

At the Banquet we will do reserve seating like we di@maha. You will be able to make your table selection-starf
ing on Friday and during the day on Saturday. You will llmeelor-coded place setting name tag that will coincidg
with the type of meal you selected. Make sure you bhiggwith you on Saturday night and place it at your assigng
seat when you arrive. There will be a Cash Wine Stétiothose of you who would like to buy a bottle of wine for
the banquet dinner.

If you are able to volunteer to help out at the reunion thiypgiat the registration table, helping out in the BXirtg
care of the hospitality room, running raffles, serving asdonsmanders, or any other things that might pop up,
please let me or one of the officers know at the reuniomwhbe arrive. Every little bit helps. If you volunteer for
just one activity, it makes the reunion run more smoothdlylets everyone enjoy the fun. Many hands make light
work.

I know during these tough economic times it might be harddore of you to attend the reunion but, let me assure
you that every effort was done to keep the costs down. WeHad to make some concessions in order to do this,
one such being breakfast is not included in your hotel room Tdtere are also some things that are out of our con;
trol, like airline tickets and gas prices. | certaihbpe that these do not prevent you from being able to dtiend
2009 Gunner’s Reunion in Spokane, WA. | really look forwarge®ing you in September. Please send in your re
istration forms as early as possible to help us finalizecounts and make arrangements for the tours. ebitna-

tion deadline is 15 July 2009 so don't missReemember to make your check out to the AFGA and send your
registration form today.

See you in Spokane.

John Stallings
President
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Spring is here and summer is just around the corner—buath is falling and the days are still a littlesprhere

in California as | start the April 2009 edition of theoBtBursts. The foothills of Northern California ajeeen-
ing up and are beautiful this time of year. We are in&dl the year 2009 now and the Spokane Reunion is sog
to be here. This issue will still have the forms arfdrmation you need to have to get your reservatiorcenfiar
this fun event. Hope to see a lot of you there.

This edition is a little larger than normal as | conério receive stories that are several pages in lemgtldon’t

want to split them up across several issues (althoudimita have done that in the past for those that hesrnt

selves to being continued.). The diary sent in by DatalPaabout his friend Clint Rodefer, while missingesa
in the diary here and there, provides an insight tartission activity as seen—and felt—by the crew membénink all will get
a feeling for the danger involved as you read throughdlgegof the diary. Larry Cummins has sent in a nunfiatioles that |
believe you will enjoy reading - especially the onewtliSeorge Smith, AFGA Member. It is quite the “tal&nother article
sent in by Ernie Conner reports the successful effofisetent a California Senate Resolution award to a 1\aMdier.

Our Final Fly— By is larger as we have had in a while—sa¢oour friends names come in as they leave this dldfeatheir
final flight. Beginning to see more and more of my gatien’s veteran’s names appear so | know time i<hiag on no matter
what.

Received a few “digs” on the one article about the K®lsis medal—I thought it made a good fictional articlprint knowing
that the readers who see this publication would instaetlggnize the fantasy that it portrayed. Thanks foceinements and |
had a good laugh over some of them—and no, | don’t think thesdog $ale.

| worked with Neil Richards, our BX Officer, and Ralph&tes to get the BX some new pins. The new SAC Bulldogupd the
B-52 pin may interest our B-52 gunners. They are quiteand if you have not taken a look at them on the intésneow, you
should log in and see them. At least they are in cbhinetso you get an idea of what they do look like. Ther &dkGA lapel
pins also are listed and | believe the whole membgenstili like them. The AFGA decals took quite a whileotatain but Neil has
them at last and doesn’t think he will run out of tHemawhile.

Bill Gaddes also has sent in a couple of very interegimces about his days as a B-29 gunner and also the disobaepiece of
B-26 equipment that belongs in a museum somewhere. (Tiye$@ete Pettit is included in this discovery also—#nsamaz-
ing feat of bravery described by Bill.) Unfortunatdhe various museums contacted do not have the funds necoladhase
this item—a B-26 periscope gun sight in excellent conditiime cost being asked for it is $1500 right now and thesoutd take
perhaps another $500 for transportation to get it whevelitd need to be sent. The AFGA does not have the fumdmdy
available to purchase it and donate it to a museum.SPRRL SUGGESTION If we could round up 20 individuals who would
be willing to donate $100 each for this endeavor, we colddiply obtain it and preserve it for future generationsee. See
page 36 in this issue for the gunsight and letter from@illdes. | would like to poll the membership and sdeerketare 19 other
individuals ( 1 would be the 1st donator) out there whaldide interested in donating to this cause. Send me ahcertedter or
call with your pledge if interested in helping—no casbhésts at this time please—and when | get enough memberanetwill-
ing to help and the donations total $2000 | will contaetrttand have them send their check payable to the ABGHd $100
donation. Once we have the funds in hand, Ralph can issheth to Bill Gaddes for the purchase of the itemteargsportation
costs. Bill can then arrange for the shipment to wheveuld need to be sent. Right now it looks like GentAFB Enlisted
Heritage Museum or the Castle AFB Museum are intereMete: Any funds left over from this effort would remain in the
AFGA treasury. This is a personal suggestion and not meancumber the AFGA in any manner. Sometimes wergeppor-
tunity to preserve an article of history and it tagessonal action to try to get it done—this is one o¢htimes | believe.

The Spokane Reunion planning is 99% complete. Ralph Stedragain head up the golf tournament that he has sche:dale
Thursday, 17 September. The tee times will be in tkle & usual for you golfers who have played in the gabkiareunions.
We ought to have some really beautiful weather in SdpgeniThe Dinner Cruise on Lake Cour de’Alene oughetedry, very
nice. Having been stationed at Fairchild and takenrmbeg out on that lake, it is a very beautiful—and big—Ilakieelieve all
those who sign up will certainly get their money’s Wdttat night, not only with the meal but with the sigtftthe evening. Now
that all of the planning is completed (well almost conguletnyway) those of you who are planning to or are thirkiogit at-
tending can set your calendars, make your reservadimhsend in the registration forms (getting the reensmmade early will
help in the final planning of bus and tour numbers infeionato complete the transportation arrangements, atteadsrdinners,
etc). If you have any questions don't hesitate toJmih, Larry, Ralph or Bob to get the latest on the reundme Preiss has
opened up a link to a lot of the activities and formsh@www.gunners.netwebsite also so if you have a computer, check it ouf.

Hope to see many of you in Spokane! Get your resergitiopoon and join us in the fun and comradeship withdsen

Bob




With spring just around the corner time to pack away theailka’'s and dust off the golf
clubs! I'm no Meteorologist but it seems like the pamiple of years have definitely
been colder! So much for global warming!

The status of our membership continues to be good. Atiarebership continues to be
around 1300 members. As | said before, the majority ofbeesrhave elected Life
Memberships (more than 850) and | am assuming the remaihygeu are in the process
of deciding to convert... Remember, one benefit of Life Mawttip is not having to
write that check each year!

As | look back over the past five or six months sin&g@ntathis on | can truly say is has been interesting
for several reasons. | have had the opportunity to talkradd email with quite a few people who have
shared a passion for something that I truly felt was dtleedbest life experience’s to-date. Another
plus is scrolling through the Member database periodit@ailwhatever reason and spotting a name or
two that bring up some special memories. I'm not onetonally dwell on the past but in this case |
make an exception.

We do have several issues that we need to keep workiregarding membership. Number one contin-
ues to be accurate address information. | continue toag&tseveral renewal notices a month that are
sent to our annual paying members and if I'm getting them Ibsugpect they are also not receiving
their Short Bursts. | would ask if you are planning on mgwnake sure you make a note to back fill
me with your new address info so we can keep up with yaul mentioned there are several avenues
available to submit address changes. dine | like the bestis via e-mail directly to me. That way | get
both of your addresses, physical and e-mail. If you dmave email you can also send an update
through the good old US Postal Service to my home, giva oadl. If anyone has any other ideas about
this | would still like to hear them.

Another thing | would ask your help on is soliciting new rbens. The next time you have a conversa-
tion with someone you know was a gunner ask them iféahey member and if not point them in my
direction or send me their phone number. | will be ¢tafdllow-up.

For Annual members, | will continue to send renewal egtmn a monthly basis based on your birth
month. Please return the lower portion of the mo&ilong with your check in the provided envelope.
Lastly, please review the information on the notmeaccuracy and provide any changes needed.

| hope you can all make it to the Reunion in Spokane,vadl itertainly be a good time. | for one am
looking forward to getting back and seeing the old stomping gioun

Jim
jim_hoke@msn.com
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Name Home Town Acft Flown Card Number
New Members
John Bindas Highland Heights, OH B29 4002
Hank Duerst Alamogordo, NM B52 4003
Max Greenberg Philadelphia, PA B25 4004
Richard Skinner Carlisle, PA B26 4005
Merwyn Weeks Tucson, AZ B29 4006
Recent Upgrades to Life Membership
James Carman Crestview, FL L0168
Roy Jacobs South Boston, VA L3109
Richard Spencer Sun City Center, FL L3110
Gary Watland Merced, CA L0502
Al Edwards Atlanta, TX L3107




Paul, many thanks for this article. If any of our
members out there know anything about the back-
ground of this particular B-29 and crew please let
Paul (Schneider@rushmore.com) or me know (or
museum director TSgt Steve Wilson). Received a
similar request desiring information about another
gunner who flew with Clark Gable. This story is
also in this edition of Short Bursts. Even if you
only have a vague memory of the times, please
call, write or email and let us know about your
recollections. Someone, somewhere out there
knows something about the plane or crew mem-
bers pictured. Photo quality is poor but best |
could do with it.

Bob

Photos of my beautiful Grand
Niece.."ABBEY" ..getting ready for the Los
Vegas Veterans Day Parade. on my 1993
Corvette. Hey, local TV had ABBEY on the
six oclock news. Harry Tolmich

Editor’s Note: Nice jacket, Harry—qgreat
car and a really beautiful little girl riding
along side you. Who drove? Bob




Bob, This is so dark I though perhaps the FAX probalayla+
n’'t work—as you also indicated. The paper was verpweld

and brittle with age. If you never flew B-36s, let mieyteu this
was an exceedingly dangerous procedure; if you flew B-36s yoli
already know it!

Cheers
Stan
Thanks for the article, Stan. Nope, | never got tarflihe B-36

but I did sit on the wing during an Ed Sullivan Show whtle a
tending CAP encampment at Sampson AFB back in the 5dls. B

Bob, this photo taken at Misawa AFB, Japan in early
1951. | cannot believe that | walked around and flew wih
that damned .45 glued to my hip. It was a miracle | did
not shoot myself in the foot. My flight engineer, a tyus
old Master Sergeant, got shot in the foot while he was
asleep. By the houseboy, yet. It is a rather funny story.
We were required to keep the side arms 24/7, unless we
were going off base. Several other idiots, on our site yg
tried to shoot me with .50 caliber MG's, .45's, and @ren
M-2 fully automatic carbine. Never give a loaded weapdn
to an Air Force guy, especially an A/C mechanic.

v

Bill Gaddes

P.s. If you wish, | can send you some stories about the
Korean War, from the vantage point of a B-29 tail gunn
in the 56th Strat. Recon. Squadron, first ay Yokotanwhg
it started, then Misawa for about a year, and then back

11
=

to Yokota. Bill
Ps. Keep up the excellent work on "Short Bursts". Merfy] Here is a site you can go to see a very good presentgtion
Christmas and Happy New Year. Bill on the B36 that | flew as tail-gunner and retractablesturr

gunner for five years (1952-57). This is very definitiv
Editor’'s note: Send the stories, Bill....always ieting and informative on the way we were organized and flew.
ones you send. Bob The guy who wrote it was a flight-engineer and he digl a
very good job; quite accurate too. Stan Allen

http://www.zianet.com/tmorris/b36.html

Thanks Stan, it is a good site. Bob
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Thanks to Pete and Larry for their letters and articldsey help to keep the “history” alive. Bq

10

b




1l
# $ $ %& && | () ## n
# 1 $ 1 # &# & & $ (
$ $ * + I $
I &
# & & # $ " ! $
H# & # ! & #& # /
# $ $ $ 01
2 3 $ 3 $
& & $ $ & 2% $
1 ', & 34 $ # & !
& ! ! $- %& $ ( ) $ $
# # & & #
, & ! # &#
#55 ) * 6 !
! &1 $3$ % 1 I & !
& ! & ! $ 76 & 8 8
$ ! 6 ")-9 & 1&
1 &! ! $ & 1
(19 & ; g n
$ 9<<8= | 6 (-9 8% & 39
& ! 9<6 % - $ 9< 55
")-9 & &# &# 5-98 & 1
& ! 4 # 0)&& 1 -
$ && & ! & 1>
1 ﬁc nol 1 1#% (0$ $3 4 &
31
5& ? Editor’'s Note: Thanks for the letter and compliments, Mike. When
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5 & Editor's note: Must be two of you, Bob—Gunner’s name was definitely Williags

and | knew a Bob Williams during that time. Maybe wk#ar from the other Bo
Bob

Here is a site you can go to see a very good presentatitre B36 that | flew as tail-gunner and retractablestur
gunner for five years (1952-57). This is very definitive and méttive on the way we were organized and flew. ]

guy who wrote it was a flight-engineer and he did a geryd job; quite accurate too

http://www.zianet.com/tmorris/b36.html

Submitted by Stan Allen—thanks, Stan, appreciate the ghafithe website for all you who can get on-line. Bo

he
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THIS AND THAT

-+

Many Thanks, Earl, for the Gunner’s Wings History updaté@hotos. While the quality of the photo is poois itead-
able (newspaper clippings are notorious for not scanninglifh. 1 put this letter in this section as | felpitobably ap-

plied better to the title of the page and | am tryingdibect stories of the history of the Gunner’s wiagsve go along.
guess they thought since you were a gunner, putting yothiatair Police was the right place to reassign you—NOT

Also notified Jim Hoke, AFGA Membership Officer, on tt@rection needed for your address and that has been tgke
care of. Bob
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History of the Air Force Gunners Association May 04, 2005

The Air Force Gunners Association (AFGA) was organized and chartered in Florida
in 1986. The Founding Fathers were James F. Zaengle, Senior Master Sergeant
USAF retired, and Frederick G. Arthur, Chief Master Sergeant USAF retired, and Wil-
liam F. Dalton, Master Sergeant, USAF, retired.

The goal of the AFGA is: To promote fellowship and welfare of all former and present

Air Force Enlisted Gunners, the widows, dependents, and their descendents; the re-

newal of friendships and the making of new friends. Another important aim is to pre-
serve the history and traditions of the Aerial Gunner.

The AFGA is a non-profit (501c (3) association, composed of enlisted Aerial Gunners who served hon-
orably in the U.S. Army Air Force, or the United States Air Force and who flew on all bomber aircraft in
the U. S. Air Force inventory. Some of these member gunners included double rated crewman such as
Radio Operator and Flight Engineer Gunners. Some AFGA members went on to become officers as
their careers matured and advanced, in fact a Brigadier General is among the AFGA ranks.

AFGA members range in age from their 30s to early 90s. Membership is composed of career airman,
retirees, active duty Air Force, and those who served their country during all the last wars, but opted
not to remain active in the service. The last bomber gunner position was eliminated in 1991 when the
gunner’s position was removed from the B-52 fleet.

The Air Force Gunners Association Logo and patch were designed by Jack Thompson, Chief Master
Sergeant, USAF, retired, it depicts the history of aerial gunnery from WW |, through the most recent B-
52 gunnery period. Jack also was responsible for the official design of the B-52 Gunners Bull Dog
Patch.

The first AFGA reunion took place in Orlando, Florida, in June 1987, the second was held in Denver,
Colorado in June 1989. The third AFGA Reunion in Los Vegas, Nevada June 30 to July 4, 1991, fol-
lowed by Washington, D.C. July 15 to July 19, 1991.

On 17 May 1991, the AFGA helped finance and dedicate an Aerial Gunners Memorial to all enlisted
Aerial Gunners, who served their country during WW |, WW I, Peacetime, and the Korean and Viet-
nam Wars. The Aerial Gunners Memorial is located at the USAF Museum Memorial Park, Wright Pat-
terson, AFB, and Dayton, Ohio. This was a clear and proud association defining historical moment for
all the AFGA members.

There have been several hundred gunners taken as POWS, after bail out or crashing; many evaded
capture and escaped from captivity with ingenuity, daring, and deception. Gunners served in all theatres
from WWII (CBI, ETO, MTO, PAC), to Africa, Korea, Vietham, Thailand, and other areas of conflict. A
matter of fact, some AFGA member's in each of their decorated military careers have been crewman on
every light, medium, heavy and very heavy bomber in the Air Force inventory. The military aircraft with
aerial gunners on board as crewman have been and are the A-20, A-26, B-17, B-18, B-24, B-25, B-26,
B-29, B-45, B-50, B-52, and B-66 but not limited to just this brief listing. These same aerial gunners
served in all the Air Force Wings, Groups squadrons during these wars and conflicts. Here is a short list
of some of the Air Force Units represented by the AFGA membership.

1% Air Force 2nd Air Force 5™ Air Force 7™ Air Force
8™ Air Force 9th Air Force 10th Air Force 11th Air Force
12th Air Force 13" Air Force 14th Air Force 15" Air Force
16" Air Force 17" Air Force 20" Air Force 28" Air Force
31st Air Force 38" Air Force 41°% Air Force 43" Air force

All of the Wings, Groups and Squadrons, associated with the listed Air Force Units were supported by
gunner participation as bomber crewman.

13
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Aerial Gunners have the confirmation of the shooting down of propeller driven and jet engine
aircraft of, the Japan (Zeke, Zero, Tony, Val, Hap, Kate, Oscar, Irving, OT Jap), German (ME-
109, ME 109F, BF 109, ME 110, FwW 150, FW-190, FW 200, ME 210, ME 262, ME 410, JU 88,
JU 87). Also included are shot down Russian aircraft of the variety of (MIG 15, MIG-17, MIG
21, Yak 7, Yak9), Italian (MACHI 2002), China and aircraft of other national origin. The total
number of confirmed enemy aircraft shot down by member Aerial Gunners is 230, with 235
more probable shot down but not confirmed. The Aerial Gunners have an impressive number

of combat missions flown. This combat mission history is equal to all the combat sorties flown,
in all wars and conflicts since World War 1.

In the process of making U. S. Air Force aerial history, aerial gunners were decorated with all
known medals, badges, and decorations authorized by The U.S. Government, U.S. Congress,
The United States Air Force, and numerous foreign governments. So impressive is this fact,
no other group or association could or will ever equal or approach this historical achievement.
Within the membership of the AFGA, these gunners (1472) has complied an enviable number
listing of medals, badges, and decorations awarded as listed:

Distinguished Service Cross ----2 Air force Cross---------- 2
Distinguished Service Medal --------- 5  Silver Star-------------mmmm-mm- 10
Distinguished Service Cross ------- 382 Soldiers Medal -------=-=-=n=-- 6
Airman’s Medal 4 Bronze Star ------------m-mmmmmm- 69
Meritorious Service Medal-------- 126 Air Medal----------------- 1119
Air Force Commendation Medal-285 Purple Heart ----------- 156
Prisoner of War Medal-------------- 85 Legion of Merit Medal------- 4

An unusually large number of Silver and Oak Leaf Clusters for the listed medals and were
earned in lieu of additional or multiple medals.

We gunners did make the difference, We gunners made history, the free world is a much bet-
ter place today because Air Force Gunners were there!

If you are a former enlisted aerial gunner crewmember on a bomber aircraft, we would be
proud to have you join our association. Contact Mr. John E. Stallings at istall-

INngs4269@hotmail.com or Mr. Jim Hoke at im_hoke@msn.com. (there is an _ after jim and
before hoke).

Paul M. Savko, P.E. Professional Engineer
Historian of the Air Force Gunners Association

This article was written by our Historian, Paul Savkalbin May, 2005. At that time there were no more edisibomber
crewmembers. The gunner’s position in the B-52 was eltednia May, 1991 eliminating the last of the enlisted bombe
crew positions. | have taken the liberty to updatehsiigthe wording in several paragraphs to bring it mgréo date. It
was—and is—a well written documentation of our AFGA mentiprprofiles and history. The December 2008 Short
Bursts also had an article written by Paul but wastethmore to the AFGA documents that establishedrtenation
than the history of our membership. Currently we hastover 1300 active members on the membership rollsh Ys=ar
we lose many of our WWII veterans as time begins tchaap to them—as it will all of us eventually. Itisportant that
the AFGA continue to document the history of it's vetsriy letters, photos, articles in other veteran’sipatibn, etc.
We, as an enlisted crewmember on board a combat baalyed an important and substantial part in maintaining our
country’s freedom in this world of ours. WE ARE ALL ®RD TO HAVE SERVED IN THAT CAPACITY AND
PROUD TO BE CALL“GUNNER” . Bob Matherly, Editor, AFGA Short Bursts

14




STORY OF THREE BROTHERS FROM MY STEP-DAD’S FAMILY D URING WWII

BOB MATHERLY

This is the third and last installment of the story ofthree brothers who served their country in
WWIL. It is, perhaps, representative of many families whohad multiple members in the service off
our country during WWII. Tom Brokaw, who called them the “G reatest Generation”, was right on
the mark for these patriotic veterans. As | dug intosome Cappy’s wartime history | was fortunate
to come across several individuals who provided me withhotos and remembrances of those day
that | wrote about in the December issue—down to eveme pilot who had written a book that con-
tained his picture and one of my dads in the same groupy. What a great discovery—the book de
scribed the days on Guadalcanal and those events in thel@mon Islands that coincided with my
dads times there. This third installment covers Rss L. Capshaw, the youngest, who served in the
U.S. Navy aboard the submarine USS Grayback as a Pharmacista# 1st Class. Not much id
known about him since those who knew him have long passaway. He was lost at sea when th
USS Grayback went missing on 26 February 1944. He is carrie@b still missing in action from
WWII. | toured the USS Clamagore when we were at Charlesh during the 2007 Reunion there.
His name, as well as all the other crewmember names wherved on the USS Grayback, is listed of
a bronze plague commemorating the loss in the submarirteere.

2]

D

Below is a short excerpt of the sinking of the USSr@yback:

USS GRAYBACK SS-208

15
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STORY OF THREE BROTHERS FROM MY STEP-DAD’S FAMILY D URING WWII (continued from Dec 08 issue)

These two photos were taken aboard the USS Clamage3é355
while touring this submarine during the Charleston Reuimion
2007. It was here that | found PhM1 Ross Capshaw's namg
among the many WWII submariners who lost their livghkting

for our country. The one above listed all of the submeariost

and the one to the right was one of the plaques dedita&ach
of the lost submarines. This was the first time tHatind out the
name of the submarine he had served aboard when lost.

The cost was high for the Capshaw family as it waslfarvho lost a family member. The fact that 3 bresheolunteered to serve)
their country was significant but not unusual for lagifies with sons who were of military age. Alltbe 3 brothers faced
combat on the front lines so to speak. Two who wenaens, one a SBD Dive bomber gunner and the other a Brz@gand
one who served in the Navy aboard submarines. Thesethe quiet heroes—the unsung who went in harms waptect our
way of living and our country in a time of need. Tha$® survived came home and went about their lives withdaoit of fan-
fare. Without the “Greatest Generation” of veteraoday’s world would be quite different. Ross paid thendte price for his
country but the other two brothers came home and Bwel tried to make the world a better place—they didypgetdd from
where | sit. | am very proud of them all.

Sub-Man

By Ralph T. Shaw, USN (lost aboard the Grayback)
November 20, 1918—February 26, 1944
USS GRAYBACK (SS 208)

Courage: Not born of battle rage, Amidst a flaming hell

Of bursting bomb and shell, Where death has set the.sta

Courage: It is to wait—to clench the teeth and hHag, sullen steps of brute Death draw near

To wait—to watch thin glistening walls of steel, Drigaudls of salty sweat along their seams; to reel

From shock that sends you sprawling—yet to rise, And Hipkeand grin with steady eyes

And Mutter: “Close!” And curse the pounding heart, Tatvia see the weakening that part

To stabbing fingers of the seeking sea; To hear thablast seemingly to flee

Along the sodden halls of death, To still the quaking hedrdaaw a breath

You never know you held, And still wait..., But now torséind jest, and mock your fate. Certain that the tintle wi
come again, When you must wait and pray Death’s blowgadine Courage? What greater, since you yet can laugh:
Although you know your death may be a silent one beneatetheand “failed to return” your epitaph?

Laugh? Sure! To free all men is why you're here; smglou master self-then laugh at fear.
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Dear Bob,

This may be a little long but | would like to let you know about an ongoing project that | am involved with through the
Merced Elks that may be of interest for the Short Bursts. On Nov 12th | was honored to be the leader of a Veterans Hon-
ors Dinner/Troop Package Fundraiser event at the Elks Club. The fundraising began in August with a Super Raffle (need

not be present to win-we sold 6,500 tickets at $1 each) and culminated with a live and silent auction.
Over 180 veterans and guests attended the Honors Dinner and was well attended from WWII and be-
yond with many in uniform. Three Gunners were present in uniform-Scotty Bums, me, and Ed Gifft (a
recently joined member from WW]II). It was a very patriotic assembly which began with a California
Senate Resolution authored by Senator Jeff Denham honoring the sole living combat soldier of
World War I, Mr. Frank W. Buckles , of Charles Town, WV. The Resolution was presented to me for
presentation to Mr. Buckles at a later date. At the time | did not know just how that would be done
since he is nearly 108 years old, and is limited to 2 Media events per month according to his web site.
Anyway after contacting his scheduling person | was given the honor of presenting the Resolution to
him personally at his home on Dec 10th at 1 PM. It so happens that he lives just 15 miles from my
original home of Martinsburg, WV. On Monday the 8th of Dec | de-
part from SFO to Washington, (Dulles), and will return on the 17th

of Dec after the presentation and visiting relatives back there. If you have an interest in
including something in the Short Bursts | will forward a lot of background info to include
the poster for the event, the Program, as well as an email excerpt of the event that was
published in the Martinsburg Journal (WV). Our local Merced Sun Star didn't seem to
have an interest in covering the event until they found out that the Martinsburg Journal
will be covering it with a reporter and photographer. Now they are asking for pictures of
the presentation when it happens. The presentation was followed here by a

military toast lead by a local Army Recruiting Station Commander. The
guest of honor and speaker was a wonderful Marine Lt Col Ron Gridley
from 29 Palms that had just returned from his second tour in Iraq. He has

invited

me to come down to 29 Palms and promised me | could get my butt

inside a tank. Maybe they will let me fire it then | can say | really am a gun-
ner. LOL I'm sure, though, | would look just as good or better than Michael
Dukakis did when he was running for president. Oh by the way, we had a
multi-service contingent post the colors and Merced doesn't have an Air

Force

Recruiting Station so | pressed our old friend and pilot into service

and he carried the flag and looked really great. Al Osborn is whom |

speak.

Hi again Bob,

a few more pictures. | found the pictures

of Scotty and Frank Taylor. Also included

a picture of Al and I. Also a picture of Lt

Col Gridley, Dr. Don Gumm our Elks Ex-

alted Ruler and |. Frank Taylor and wife Marie

Forgot to mention the fact that over the past year we have sent an average of

over a package a day to the troops. Have 2 wonderful people helping me, my
daughter Chris and my good buddy Ken Wenrich (retired boom operator). It is
indeed a joy to be doing this service. We get a lot of nice correspondence and

mementos from the troops. We netted over $10,000 from the fundraiser which will

all be used exclusively to fill and ship packages. We get stuff for the packages from a lot of sources including the Bingo Play-
ers at the Elks and a couple of schools and churches.

Ernie

I have included some of the emails that Ernie seninotiordinating this event along with a copy of théeilH JOURNAL” newspaper
article covering the presentation back in West Virgintlaey follow on the next 3 pages to complete the stBaghb
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1,

| also have posted several e-mails that transpiredébafad after this event to give a little history aadkground on the efforts
of all. It was a job well done and Ernie and his supporta®j are to be congratulated for being able to begtmhbnor on the
last living WWI soldier. A special THANKS to the Marsburg, WV newspaper Editor, Heather Goodwin Henlinehand
staff, especially Beth Henry, Assistant City Editar, the great coverage and photos taken at the evefiaries Town. Bob

E-mail correspondence from Ernie Conner to me on Fdb 26t

I will give you a narrative about the presentation andcguuse your editorial license: The event was heldamn12th as the Vet-
erans Honors Dinner/Troop Package Fundraiser. Theeenearly 200 in attendance including 4 AFGA memberstysBoirns,
Frank Taylor, Ed Gifft (WWII gunner, that | recruited fmembership last year) and yours truly. The fundrgisoduced a net of
nearly $11,000 dedicated solely for troop packages. The Radgage Program (Support the Troops Campaign) of which | hav
the honor to lead along with a dear friend, former gunneéretired boom operator, Ken Wenrich has resulted in opacleage a
day shipped in the 20 months since the program started.

The California Senate Resolution was authored by SedeffoDenham and was presented to me for furtheeptation to Mr.
Frank Buckles, Charles Town, WV. | traveled to WV andegmé=d it to Mr. Buckles on Dec 10th accompanied by my Girsste,
Kari Conner, a combat veteran of the Iraq war. It aasry honorable and exciting meeting with Mr. Buckieg lasted for an

hour and a half. Mr. Buckles, who celebrated his 108ttiné&ay on Feb 1st is the last living combat veterawoild War I.

1%

Thanks Bob and | appreciate very much the excellent ptiblictat you produce. Cheers!
Ernie

Response from Editor of “The Journal” confirming theipport when he makes the presentation to Mr. Buckles.

Ernie,
I have been in meetings this morning and just got youngohtessage. It sounds like a great plan for Dec. 10. Wpelavi cover-
age of the presentation and will have a photogragh@reporter in attendance. Please keep me posted |legdioghis event.

Sincerely,
Heather Goodwin Henline
Editor, The Journal

Copy of e-mail to Editor (Heather Goodwin Henlié)The Journal” from Ernie prd
viding background info:

Wednesday evening, November 12th the Merced Elks hostedaipagathering of 200 veter
ans and families to recognize, honor and celebrate theicesén the defense of freedom. MSpt
Ernest W. Conner, USAF, (retired) lead the program.hitjielight of the program was the prg¢s-
entation of a California Senate Resolution to honor MankBuckles of Charles Town. A spg
cial military toast to Mr. Buckles was lead by Sergéddrst Class Jose Fernandez of the locd
Merced Army Recruiting Station. Several appropriate gatremngs were performed by Margha
Borrelli-Silva of Gustine, CA. All the veterans weezognized in groups with all conflicts from
World War 1l through Iraq and Afghanistan being well represgirin addition, Purple Heart
recipients, and others having received higher medals sutle ®istinguished Flying Cross,
Silver Star and Bronze Star received special recognifioa.guest of honor and speaker wap Lt
Col Ron Gridley, USMC, who had recently returned fromg@cond tour in Irag. Following the
remarks by LtCol Gridley, a live auction and Super Rdiftawing was conducted which con
cluded the fund raising effort that began 3 months ago. Approeeeds from the event will bej
used exclusively to fill and ship packages to troops imkavay with the net proceeds exceegd-
ing $10,000 which will add to the average of a package ahdaystcurrently being shipped.

If you have any questions or need additional informatioreed ranything clarified please do
not hesitate to call me at any time day or night at: H&08-357-3764 or 209-988-2276 (cell

Thanks so Much!
Ernie Conner

Ernie Conner Frank Buckles Kari Connen
Vietham Vet WW 1 Vet Iraqgi Vet
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"When you're starving to death, the situation is very much the same whether you're
military or (civilian)," Buckles said, adding that he had weighed about 140 to 150
pounds before he was captured, but his weight plunged to 100 pounds by the time
he was rescued

Buckles also talked about happier memories, such as when he met and married his
wife Audrey in California. They jived in San Francisco for a fewc}/ears, before they
bought Gap View Farm near Charles Town in January 1954 and had their daughter
In 1955. Buckles' ancestors had lived in Jefferson County beginning in 1732.

He also talked about how quickly the numbers of veterans from World War Il, Ko-
rea and Vietnam are diminishing, and how he never expected to become the last
American survivor of World War |I.

"After you have a war, there's always survivors .... When | was a small boy, | met so
many veterans of the Civil War, both North and South," he said.

Ernie Conner agreed that "time has a way of catching up with us He added that he
recalls serving in the U.S. Air Force with a number of WWII and Korean War veter-
ans, and he remembers meeting many other WWI veterans.

Conner added that he was delighted that Buckles can continue to share the story of
the Great War, and he was also excited to meet Buckles and thank him for his ser-
vice on Wednesday.

"In my lifetime there's been some exciting and honorable moments, but | consider
this at the top of the heap," Conner said about presenting the special resolution. He
added that the resolution was the highlight of the annual Merced Elks veterans dinner
on Nov. 12, and he shared photos of the dinner and a special toast that was given in
honor of Buckles.

"It's going to be one of the things I'll remember forever,” Conner said.

Buckles thanked Ernie Conner and his niece for visiting, and he thanked
them for the "very nice" recognition.

He has been recognized many times during his long life. One of his most signifi-
cant awards came from former French President Jacques Chirac in 1999 at the
French Embassy in Washington, when Buckles received the French Legion of
Honor pin and spoke to Chirac in French.

Buckles met with President George W. Bush and top Pentagon officials earlier this
year, and he received the Distinguished West Virginian Award from Gov. Joe Man-
chin in August 2007. "If you're the last one to survive, you get all sorts of honors,"
he said Wednesday afternoon.

Buckles' daughter, Susannah Flanagan, said her father is always glad to share his
story and represent WWI veterans. She added that he is extremely busy, because so
many media outlets and various military agencies want to speak with him or present
him with awards.

For example, Buckles will become an honorary alumnus of Massanutten Military
Academy in Virginia this Friday, and Flanagan joked that she hopes Harvard or
Yale will give him honorary degrees too.

- Assistant City Editor Beth Henry can be reached at (304) 263-8931, ext. 129, or

Article from the Martinsburg, WV “The Journal” newgea on Decembe 11, 2008 supplied by Ernie Conner
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Submitted by Jay Ingle from the Branson
Veterans Task Force paper —Thanks, Jay
for the interesting article (no he is not a
member—too bad). Bob

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (CONTINUED)

December 18, 1972, the beginning of what is still one of thatest air offenses in history. We have a speciakpiaall our hearts for all those w
have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Buttihie of year our thoughts and honor move to those whotlgeivdives during Linebacker
Il. We stop for a moment and think of them. We raiskaasgand toast all of those who participated in this memtmhevent. Trying times not for-
gotten.

Our update this year is unfortunately uneventful. Progressearothpleted piece continues at a snail’s pace. | am tediimahaving something
available on dvd this year. We have looked into web design dedicated web site. Obviously we are looking to put deovand audio that we hal
collected; similar to that we have on the PeachtreesRileb site.www.peachtreefilms.netSo far it is cost prohibitive. But we are continutng
research it. | think it's important that we provide a dedidd.inebacker Il web site.

We've had a few inquiries about monetary donations. Itésigh situation to deal with, which is why we originallgre looking to a national brog
cast outlet for support. They could provide a budget consigiieh our original vision. Now that I've decided tg &ind do the project on a much
smaller scale, it remains a problem. The main issing lmentent. As you all know there are many versions an@ésigthis story. Think of the
differences between two reference materials, “Linebaghkéew From the Rock” and “The Eleven Days of Christiifagyve received many strong
opinions on what actually happened. When money becomes invbbfegh taints your opinion. Not that | couldn’t use a butecfinish the damn
thing?!?! I'm going to try very hard to get something this year.

No doubt by now, everyone is aware of the great seriesalfs that Tommy Towery has edited. If you are not famitheck

out www.wewerecrewdogs.conThe books are available there. Tommy, along with beingboar interviewees, has been a great supporter of
project.

Anyone interested in the B-47 will enjoy Bob McCarten’s hé&ebel Cause”. The cover reads “Nobel Cause pense novel set in the Cold
War about the B-47 bomber and the men who flew her”. The isakailable from Bob at R. McCarten, 4729 E. Sunrise#144, Tucson, Ari-
zona 85718 it is also available at Amazon.com.

We lose a lot of names each year when people changeasidegksses. Please keep us updated on your current addrashoeigh you may only
hear from us once a year. If you know of an email addiessge from someone on our list, please pass it on.

Thank you all for your continued support of the project. We lyopeall have a great 2009!

Ray Sullivan

N0

jour

With Barry Dycus
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2009 SPOKANE REUNION MENU SELECTION
REUNION BANQUET MENU SELECTIONS

The selection of meal entree for the reunion bahaight is as follows

Selection 1 SEARED MAPLE CHICKEN BREAST - Seared Chicken breast Marinated
with Maple and Chili

Selection 2: WHOLE GRAIN MUSTARD PORK LOIN

Selection 3 MARTINI SALMON - Seared Salmon Filet with Martini Sauce Garnished

with Chopped Chives and Spanish Olives

Vegetarian/Diabetic

Selection 4: PENNE PASTA WITH ROASTED VEGETABLES - Topped with Tomato
Sauce and Parmesan Cheese

Editor's note: Directions to the Doubletree will be printed again ia A&ugust 09 Short Bursts—removed for
more space this time. Bob

Dear All...
| had a wonderful early Christmas present this year !

It was a telephone call from George Smith ... that  charming, loveable old gunner from the 40th Bomb Sq uadron (H),
6th Bomb Wing (H), Walker AFB from the B-36 days of  the Strategic Air Command.

| use this lead in to set up for those on the list who don't my brief but memorable service in the USA  F in the early
1950's.

George was the consummate career gunner with anill  ustrious career path both in and after the Air Forc e.

His still has the same wonderful sense of humor ... peppered with regional idioms garnered from many a reas of the
country. Many of you from the B-52 era may have flo  wn with George or served with him in other venues.

| can't recount his total career .. but | can retel | a visit "Roby" Robicheaux, Kent Drysdale and | ha  d with George
when George was Judge George Smith in Granbury, Tex  as many years ago. We all attended a 40th BSreunio nin
Ft. Worth and George graciously invited us to tour "his" jail. | was astounded by the reactions of his "guests” as
they fondly called, (at least that's my recollectio n), to the man who confirmed their "reservations” i n Granbury.

I marveled at his recall of names from 50 and 60 ye  ars ago. His septuagenarian mind is as "clear as a bell" as
S09's navigator, Captain Don Wise was fond of repo  rting. He and his bride, Moselle, can be reached th  rough his
sister-in law, June Medford at:  junemedford@alltel.net . June was kind enough to send my greeting to Georg e.

Hope this finds you all well and happy ... and succ  essfully eluding the vicissitudes of life.

George is in touch with Vince Scarano, Joe Metievie  r (sp?!), "Roby" Robicheaux and Kent Drysdale ...a  mong many
others.

It was a real treat to hear his voice and | thoroug  hly enjoyed speaking with him.

Cheers, Larry, AFGA -12921 (see page 39 and 40 for more about George S mith from other friends)
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REUNION EVENTS, SCHEDULES AND TIMES

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2009

Golf — Time and location to be determined

0900 — 1700(9:00 — 5:00 PM) - Registration

0900 — 1700(9:00 — 5:00 PM) - Hospitality Room Opens
1700 - 2100(5:00 — 9:00 PM) - Trip to Northern Quest Casino

FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2009

0900(9:00 AM) — Depart for city tour

1200(12:00 PM) — Return from city tour

1200(12:00 PM) — Hospitality Room Opens

1700(5:00 PM) — Depart for Dinner Cruise

2100(9:00 PM) — Return from Dinner Cruise; Hospitality Room respen

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2009

0900 - 1100(9:00 AM — 11:00 AM) — AFGA Business Meeting
0900(9:00 AM) — Ladies depart for Flour Mill and Chocolate Apotry tour
1100(11:00 AM) — Hospitality Room Opens

1200(12:00 PM) — Ladies return from tour

1500(3:00 PM) — Picture taking for reunion book

1730(5:30 PM) — Cocktail Hour

1830(6:30 PM) — AFGA Banquet

2200(10:00 PM) — Hospitality Room reopens

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2009

0930(9:30 AM) — AFGA Memorial Service
1100(11:00 AM) — Hospitality Room Opens
1300 — 1700(1:00 — 5:00 PM) — Wine Tour
1700(5:00 PM) — Return from Wine Tour
1830(6:30 PM) — Meal and Open Mike

Open Mike will include wearing of any military uniform any part of a military uniform.
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2009 AFGA REUNION TOUR OPTIONS

The following tours have been planned and coordinatedhésetmembers wishing to sign up for:

Northern QueSt Casino Trlp —Enjoy over1,400 slot machines and progressives, Non-smoking gamifig

room, 26 table games, live poker, live keno — OTB, Woodl&edtaurant, Rivers Edge Buffet, Legends of Fire Spodad®, Fai's
Noodle House, The Deli, and Birch Glen Gift Shop

Spokane - Past and Present, a City Tour

Enjoy a tour of the rich history, historic homes anchattons of Spokane. Learn about where the city begae &swvel along the
Spokane River where the grounds of the former Expo '74msgtiocated. The Falls on the River are the cemdeofcthis site, now
the popular Riverfront Park. Then, ascend up "The Hiith wiews of the city and stunning mansions. Tour insiderthgstic Saint
John's Cathedral. Discover Manito Park while stnglkhrough the formal sunken gardens, Joel Ferris Perébaidens authentic
Japanese Gardens and flower-filled Conservatory. ®deigtoric area of Browne's Addition where many ofdltemansions are
being restored to their original splendor. Tour the Crashg Room at Gonzaga University to see Bing Crosbyaraditia.

Spokane Winery Tour

Washington is the second largest wine producing state ioointry and today you'll have the opportunity to sarsmbee of their
award winning wines. First stop is Latah Creek, heralyed/ine Spectator Magazine as one of the top produt&iertot in Wash-
ington State. Tour the winery, taste and shop in thxé@nsive gift shop. Next, off to the Cliff House, orasened by an inventor,
now the home of Arbor Crest Winery. This nationaldristlandmark is perched on a rock 450 feet above the Spdkiaar and
gives a panoramic view of the countryside. A perfectrggfor tasting some excellent wine. Our last stodasintain Dome, Wash-
ington's premier sparkling winery, located in the fdistiof Mt. Spokane. Learn the secret of Methode Chamigerand put a spar-
kle in your day.

Dinner Cruise

Two hour private cruise on Lake Coeur d'Alene, whichiQ minutes from Spokane and is said to be one of thed0beautiful
lakes in the US. Dinner includes Baron on Beef with sétadh fruit, mashed potatoes with gravy, rolls and budied desert.
There will be a cash bar on board.

Ladies Tour

World-Sourced Chocolates and Unique Kitchen Gadgets at thdistoric Flour Mill

Meet your guide and travel to the Historic Flour Milhiich operated on the banks of the Spokane River and wasroed to a
unique shopping mall in 1974 . We'll go to the Kitchen Enginehave a hands-on demonstration of kitchen tools that naég m
your life easier when preparing a meal, then leathsample different chocolates from around the worlteer& is free time for shop-
ping before returning to the hotel.

~NEWBOOK COMING OUT INMAY__ Robert O. Harder, B-52 Nav, McCoy E-30, Arc Light ‘68

'70, has written a new book entiltle#LYING FROM

THE BLACK HOLE—THE B-52 NAVIGATOR-
BOMBADIER OF VIETNAM” is due to be released in
May. Currently being printed by the Naval Instituted2,
Annapolis, MD. Check his website at
www.robertoharder.com for more information on ordering
if interested in reading about the B-52 operations dukirtg
Light from a navigator’s point of view. Bob
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Alderwood RV Resort

14007 N Newport Hwy

Mead, WA 99021

Phone: (509) 467-5320 Toll-Free: (888) 847-0500

Fax: (509) 467-0684

Website:www.alderwoodrv.com

Location: Spokane County

Alderwood Resort features full-service Big Rig Pull Truitkssin a private park-like setting. Guests enjoy our intieated
swimming pool, landscaped paths and common club house.

* Park Lane Motel, Suites & RV Park

4412 E Sprague Avenue

Spokane, WA 99212

Phone: (509) 535-1626

Website:www.parklanemotel.com

Location: Southeast Spokane

Our guests enjoy quality one or two person units with daitgee beds or if they prefer, one of our delightful suieany with
complete kitchen facilities. We have the perfect rofansvernight visitors just passing through or an extended Athunits
have tub-shower baths, remote control color telewigith DirecTV programing, FREE FI DSL, phones tha esrodem
friendly, air conditioning, and a terrific continentakakfast of juice, coffee, muffins and fruit everydaj/i-Fi"

* Riverside State Park

Bowl & Pitcher Campground 4427 N Aubrey L White Pkwy

Spokane, WA 99205

Phone: (509) 465-5064 Toll-Free: (888) 226-7688

Fax: (509) 465-5571

Website:www.riversidestatepark.org

Location: Spokane County

Hwy 291, left on Seven Mile Road, left on Indian Road. B@i8-acre off-road area west of Deep Creek is perfechfbo-
cross, 4-wheel drive and dirt biking, and snowmobiles iwiinger.

* Spokane County Parks, Recreation & Golf

404 N Havana

Spokane , WA 99202

Phone: (509) 477-4730

Fax: (509) 477-2454

Website:www.spokanecounty.org/parks

Location: Spokane County

The mission of the Parks, Recreation and Golf Depattimén enhance the general quality of life for the resslef Spokane
County by providing the highest quality and quantity of pasareation, open space, and related cultural opportugities
the available resources.

* Silverwood Theme Park

27843 N Hwy 95

Athol, ID 83801

Phone: (208) 683-3400

Fax: (208) 683-2268

Website:www.silverwoodthemepark.com

Location: Idaho

127 full hook-ups set in a beautifully wooded park setting. Th#hMest's largest theme park, Silverwood, is locateosacr
the highway and can be easily accessed via an undergroumtl Discounted admission tickets are available to camping
guests. Open May thru mid-October.
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Spokane RV Resort at Deer Park Golf Club

1201 N Country Club Dr

Deer Park, WA 99066

Phone: (509) 276-5912

Fax: (509) 276-5806

Website:www.spokanervresort.com

Location: Spokane County

May thru October, Spokane RV Resort has all your sumnegtsngith great golfing temperatures, and we are onlytjwen
minutes from Spokane, WA. We are the Pacific Northwdimest RV "Condo" Resort. Sitting at 2200 feet almee level
right in the heart of breadbasket and historical apleasd country, you will be surrounded with panoramic viéle are
one of only five RV Condo/Golf Resorts on a full s2ieampionship Golf Course in the United States.

* Trailer Inns, Inc.

6021 E 4th Avenue

Spokane Valley, WA 99212

Phone: (509) 535-1811 Toll-Free: (800) 659-4864

Fax: (509) 532-1864
Website:www.trailerinnsrv.com/spokane/index.html

Location: Downtown Spokane

MasterCard, Visa. Pull-throughs, showers, laundrynphoable TV, propane. Lots of shade. 100% full hook ugee Ta
Sprague exit off 1-90.

* Two Rivers Casino
6828 B Hwy 25 South
Davenport, WA 99122
Phone: (509) 722-4000 Toll-Free: (800) 722-4031
Fax: (509) 722-4015
Website:www.tworiverscasinoandresort.com
We offer a 10,000 square foot Casino, 400 slot machinekjdtk , video poker, 3 card stuc, Craps, Roulette. Fulieger
RV Park and Marina. 100 RV sites with full hook-ups, 260 covaretluncovered slips, luxury house boat rentals. All lo-
cated on the banks of Lake Roosevelt.

Dec. 29, 2008
Nearly 11,000 survivors receiving retroactive VApa  yments

WASHINGTON (AFRNS) — Officials from the Department of Veterans Affairs have identified nearly 11,000 sur-
viving spouses of deceased veterans who will receive a lump-sum gayment before the new year to correct an
error in their VA benefits. Also documented were more than 73,000 who had been previously paid. VA officials
are still tracking down eligible survivors.

"I am pleased that our task force working to correct this problem has been able to identify this first group this
week," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake. "We understand the difference these funds can
make for these surviving spouses, especially during the holiday season."

Payments were released to these survivors Dec. 29. The total value of the payments is about $24 million.

At issue is a 1996 federal law that makes a surviving spouse eligible to receive the veteran's VA compensation
or pension benefit for the month of the veteran's death. VA officials failed to properly implement that law in all
cases.

Most likely to have been affected b%/ this problem are surviving spouses who never applied for VA survivors'
benefits following the death of a veteran. Eligible for the payment are surviving spouses of veterans who died
after Dec. 31, 1996. The department does not have current addresses for many of them, which makes the proc-
ess of contacting them difficult.

VA has established a special Survivor Call Center @IOO) 749-8387 for spouses who believe they may be eligible
for this retroactive benefit. The call center is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. CST. Inquir-
ies may also be submitted through the Internet at www.vba.va.gov/survivorsbenefit.htm . (Courtesy of VA)
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gunners.

The General decorated the Aircraft Commander. The gurm@rode backwards was ignored of course. Bill Gaddes

P.s. I will send a story about the WB-29's and the&sfto get guns and gunners. You'll see Sgt. Gaddes metition
although | was not a graduate of Lowry gunner's schoobflitie Fire Control technician course at Lowry (TYPICAL
PRESS REPORTING). | began flying as a tail gunner witunmery training. | flew my first of nearly 90 missions
over Korea with no prior time as a crew member, asla passenger. At least | understood how

the system worked. Bill

which he has written. | will use some of it in the fet@Bs also as it is quite a history of our professidh.Has contributed
several articles to the Short Bursts which | havepubin yet, but | will get them in as space permits—teyall very good.

Many thanks, Bill.

YOKOTA AFB, AUGUST 1950)
Above photo was taken at Yokota
AFB on the eve of the 98th's first
bombing mission over Korea. Tar-
get was Pyongyang. Lieutenant
General Emmett "Rosie” O'Donnell
flew in the co-pilot seat in this WB-
29A number 2089 belonging to the
56th Strategic Recon. Sqdn., Me-
dium) Weather. This aircraft was
used as a method for O'Donnell to
observe the mission. Several days
before a set of .50 caliber machine
guns were scrounged to install. The
turret was FIRED UP AND IT AC-
TUALLY WORKED! Prior to this
the WB-29's did not fly with tail

Shown at Misawa AFB in the fall of 1950
is the initial cadre of gunners “scrounged
up” for the heretofore unarmed WB-29A4
of the 56th Strat. Recon. Squadron. All
shown with Captain Tracy Breed were
WWII combat-experienced gunners.
Second from left in rear is Bill Gaddes,
with no formal gunnery training. T/Sgt
Wilcox, shown kneeling third from left,
was Gaddes’ tutor on his first mission
over Korea. While showing Gaddes how
to disarm the guns after the mission, he
fired 2 rounds from the right gun and
almost blew Gaddes leg off.

Cheers, Bill

Editor’'s note: Bill sent in a scan of the
1950’s magazine article on the successfil
attempts to install the guns in the tail.
Unfortunately, it is not clear enough to
use in the SB at this time - if | can figure]
out how to make it clearer, | will include
it in a future issue. He also sent his
“Profession Of Flexible Aerial Gunnery”
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WW II VETERANS STORY
B-24 GUNNER'’S DIARY (continued)
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B-24 GUNNER'’S DIARY (continued
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WW Il VETERANS STORY
B-24 GUNNER'’S DIARY (continued)

THIS AND THAT
WWII MIA B-24 CREW FINALLY RETURNED HOME

(2

Memorial for a WWII Bomber Crew: US airmen, friendsdaligni-
taries gathered Feb. 20 at the Henri-Chappelle Americareteeyn
and Memorial in Belgium to honor an Army Air Forces B-24
bomber crew of nine who were listed missing in actiamarnhan 60
years ago and whose remains were finally recover2d02 near
Berlin. (US Joint POW Accounting Command formally ideatf
the remains in 2007; all nine are listed in this eabiaity Report
item.) The search for the nine airmen of McMurray C884, part
of the 492nd Bombardment Group, took four years for Gemmaan
tive Enrico Schwartz, who works for an IBM company &nd
member of the Allied Aircrew Research Team. Durimg 45-minute
ceremony, US airmen from units in Germany and Itadjling from
the home states of the WWII airmen, placed roseitasto the en-
graved names of the nine airmen to signify they wer@mngdr

MIA. Michigan native SSgt. Melissa Johnson said, "It's jude-
lievable after this many years that they're finai§yng given the
proper respect.” TSgt. Tommy Van, one of the event argesyi
noted that the "most rewarding thing for me has beemget con-
tact with the families and learning the history." (52nghiér Wing
report by 2nd Lt. Kathleen Polesnak)

Sent in by:
Pete Karjanis
AWS Training Services - OKC

Bob. Here is "Pete" Pettit with a B-26 Periscopic Gunsight. ~.
It brought back some vivid memories for Pete. | recognized it right

away, as | was a Fire Control Tech before | became a gunner. | had
flown in such a B-26, but not as a crew member. During a combat
mission in Korea, Pete's B-26 was hit forward and began wild gyra-
tions. He crawled forward through bomb bay. Manually released the
bombs (500 pounders), as bomb bay doors were open. Crawled into
cockpit. Navigator badly wounded in arm and bleeding profusely.
Pete uses first aid kit and stops the bleeding. Looks left, and pilot, a
Colonel Nils Ohman, Wing Commander, is unconscious and leaning
on steering column and wheel (yes the B-26 had a wheel). He pulled
Ohman away from the wheel. He was unconscious. Pete gave him a
hard slap in the face. (How many buck sergeants get to slap a full
bird in the face?) Ohman recovered, and leveled the plane out and
headed for South Korea. Colonel Ohman and the Wing Navigator
(Pete can't remember his name) both owe their lives to Pete's hero-
ism. Colonel Ohman retired from the USAF as a three star. Not sure
whether this was DFC or Silver Star award. Bill Gaddes

Question. Would the AF Gunner's Assoc. be interested in the B-26
Periscopic Gunsight ? Perhaps for a museum where aerial gunnery
is featured. We could bid on it. The thing looks like it is in an original
packing structure. Perhaps it was a spare. Let me know. Bill

Bill, What a great story about Pete!Perhaps more in the future? As you know, we have bééngavith the Gunther AFB
Enlisted Heritage Museum about their interest, if dngoubt that they would buy the item for the $1000—$1500 ther seants.
Perhaps we can solicit donations from a few gunnersrthase it and dedicate it to a museum. Maybe even Cadgtlssum. |
would certainly contribute to the purchase of it. Keepymout on the www.gunners.net web for further info atidas, if any.

(See Editor's Comments, page 5, also). Bob
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Sent in by Larry Cummins—Thanks Larry, it was easiefad this way than try to get all the emails in. bBo
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11th BG REUNION NOTICE—SEPTEMBER 2009

HI Bob; Its that time of year to be thinking reunions. Our reunion will be in September -our 49th an-
nual reunion. Have a Happy and Healthy New year. Info is listk below.

SERVICE: U.S Army Air Force(WW11) GRP. NAME: 7th Air Forc e, 11th Bombardment Group(H)
DATES: Sept 9 - 13, 2009. San Antonio, Texas

CONTACTS: Brenda at 1-800-777-0485 omhilgu@cox.net

Please put this in the April or August Short Bursts. Thanks Neal Siebenbruner 1629 any problem
my email isins@hickorytech.net Regards Neal
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Dear Friends of "Fightin' Fortieth " days:

Reference Larry Cummins e-mail, 12/29/08, regarding

Bomb Squadron, 6th Bomb Wing (H), Walker AFB from t

Permit me to expound on Larry's only too true refle
clude the B-36 days and the ensuing period of conve
civic community as a Justice of the Peace.

B-29 Days, WAEB, NM, late 1951 early 1952:
Nighttime, stormy weather, in the Oklahoma area. Bo
drowning out the sound of aircraft engines. To this
enced in my military career. The pilot, a strange
for assistance in circumnavigating the storm, howev
the moment | was on all fours, contending with the
from the failed alternator to the spare in the floo
plugs were positioned so as to deny anyone from mak
couplings to disconnect. Seated, rather bouncing ar

ner (gunner), yes, George Smith. He, too, was a new
times call for desperate measures. During the burst
join me. "Sergeant, could you straddle this alterna

to hook up to the spare alternator. | take full res
man did not waver. With a bit of straining and perh
hooked up to the spare. We were back in commission.
At post-flight my entry in the form 781 simply expl
to faulty installation of the alternator. No reperc
heard!

This was my introduction to George "Smitty" Smith.

B-36 Days, WAFB, NM, c1954:

a. You may recall Roswell's summer heat. It's di
while working in the vicinity of the Magnesium Mons
range we were scheduled to drop our bombs on was cl
a hurried call to ordnance to download the ten or s
time quickly approached with no sign of ordnance pe
from the aircraft maintenance crew, instructed me t
ladder. As | mechanically tripped the A-12 release
George would cradle the 100 pound bomb in his arms

ponsibility for the damage it will cause.” This gi
aps a grunt or two he tore it from the mounting and

ained the drastic measures we were forced to take d
ussion from our unorthodox maintenance repair was

"that charming, loveable old gunner from the 40th
he B-36 days of the Strategic Air Command".
ctions. My observations pre-date the B-36 era, in-
rsion to the B-52, AND an episode of George in the

Its of lightning lit up the sky, thunder rang out
day, it is one of the most turbulent flights | exp eri-
r to me, 1l/Lieutenant Willie Umholz radioed me

er, just minutes before | lost power to the radar. At
turbulence and attempting to reroute electrical pow er
ring beneath my seat. Trouble was the two large can  non

ing the normal counterclockwise rotation of the

ound, diagonally across the way was the right scan-

face to me. His stature was imposing. Desperate
s of lightning he caught my hand signaling him to
tor and rip it from the four shock mounts. | need
ant of a

ue

scomfort was exacerbated on the ramp at Walker

ter. At preflight time we learned that the bombin
osed. Joe Metivier, our aircraft commander, put in

0 practice bombs in our bomb bay. As engine start
rsonnel Joe acted decisively. He obtained a ladder

g

o take position on the catwalk and George climb the

which in turn released the bomb from its shackle,
and gingerly descend to the ground. There two of

our gunners met him, one grasping the tail fin and
ceeded to the side of the parking ramp and laid the
The task became increasingly stifling causing me at
He quickly responded with, "No, sir, you're perspir
retorted. His reply, "Enlisted men sweat, officers
That is pure George! By the way, we had an on-time
well.

b. Ellsworth AFB, SD, c1956:

We, a B-36 aircrew commanded by Clarence L. Carson
recollection. The base commander met us, extended h
the mess hall closing shortly would be kept open lo
marks in saying to contact him should there be any
invitation with a George Smith present. They procee
the course of the meal had want of more milk. When
ing down, George requested the use of their telepho
The mess sergeant was hastily summoned and their r

ing". "Sweating, perspiring, what's the difference"
perspire."

the other holding the bomb's nose. They then pro-

bombs in a row.

one point to exclaim to George, "I'm sure sweating

takeoff which you old SAC warriors recall only too

landed at this SAC base for reasons beyond my

is welcome and indicated to our enlisted men that

ng enough for them to mess. He concluded his re-
problem. Little did he realize the significance of t

ded accordingly to the mess hall by bus and during

told by one of the mess attendants they were clos-

ne and the phone number of the base commander.

equest cheerfully granted.

hat
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Nor was George timid about using the name and rank of our aircraft commander in obtaining base
transportation during our TDYs!

B-52 Days, Castle AFB, CA, c1957:

We were TDY from WAFB undergoing aircraft conversio  n training from the B-36 to the B-52. This was
our final training flight completing with three tou ch and go landings for our aircraft commander Joe
Metivier. Each of them was a characteristic gem. Th e instructor pilot, a LtColonel, said he would make
the final one and wouldn't you know it , it was an embarrassing "controlled crash landing".

On the interphone could be heard painful grunts and moaning, the unmistakable voice of none other
than George Smith. To the Lt. Col's query of "what 's that?" came back George's voice,"It's me remov-
ing pieces of the landing gear you shoved up my a _ _I" You could have heard a pin drop even with

the engines roar!

On deplaning | met George aside from the other crew members and suggested he apologize to the
check pilot. But before he could act the pilot appr oached us and expressed his___ apology to George for
the rough landing!

By the way, George reminded me of this portion oft  he eventin just recent weeks.

1951 - 1956:

Sometime during this period at Walker AFB, NM, the following incident allegedly took place which |
have never broached to George. It occurred at the W  AFB NCO Club. Our radio operator apparently
over indulged and was a bit irritable to a couple o f other NCOs. George recognizing his crew buddy
was headed for trouble, peacefully interceded indic ating to the NCOS that he would take care of the
matter. Unfortunately his bid fell on deaf ears and they told him to butt out or something of an aggre S-
sive nature. With that George backhanded one of the  m to the floor and landed a haymaker on the jaw

of the second one. | don't know the extent of the d = amage done to the first but the second one wound

up in the base hospital with a broken jaw. Itisre  ported the medic on duty could not believe the exte nt
of that injury was made by a thrown punch. If memor vy correctly serves, Pat Thorn, a military nurse
and Jim's wife, had knowledge of the victim's admis sion.

Post Military Days:

As Larry pointed out, George settled down in Granbu ry, TX. He was a JP (justice of the peace) and
tales undoubtedly continued to abound. One | learne  d of from a mutual friend of George and mine
speaks to his high regard for openness and honesty. A senior citizen motoring through George's
area of jurisdiction received a citation for exceed ing the speed limit. Appearing before George he
asked this elderly woman how she pleaded. Unhesitat  ingly she replied, "Guilty, your honor". He que-
ried her further, "You were really doing _ _ miles per hour?" "Yes, your honor" was her prompt and
mild mannered voice.

George paused, "Case dismissed, you are firstonet  oday appearing before me who was honest!"

So, friends, we have here a veritable icon of SAC in George Smith.

It seemed to me that wherever we landed he knew som  eone or gained a friend.

Joe Metivier, Jim Thorn and | were fortunate to hav e been teammates of his in the B-29, B-36, and B-
52. Three different models of bombers; this is some thing of a distinction.

I'm sure each of you had similar experiences with . ..that charming, loveable old gunner from the 40th
Bomb Squadron, etc"...

A Blessed Year 2009 to you and your families, Vince Scarano

EDITOR’S NOTE: George, hope you enjoyed these “tales of yesteryearuak as | believe the rest of the guys
who knew you will - and even those who didn’t know ot now have a better idea as to how it was “back then”.
Much Thanks to Larry Cummins for sending it in—George, youget even with him someday....Bob
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Jaworsky photos - can anyone help with identification —487tBomb Group - Station 137, Lavenham Suffolk, UK ?

My name is Drew Jaworsky and | have come acrosd afriilim from WW Il. Tail code on one plane is Sqed?. The number 338045 is
under the P. The number 0 is under that number. Theraia @lsoto of formation B17's. The closest plane hasddi& Square P. Under
that is the number 338008. Under that is the letter Brells an RS on the fuselage. | would like to identify timis and crew. | have
more film being developed. Maybe someone would be mtetm;teavm%these photos. If anyone is interested uladvbe glad to send

the photos to you. | hope to hear from someone.

| replied to Drew asking how he had come across thles®s and saying these were possibly photos of aamdwr plane from the
839th squadron. He then replied as follows:

There are pictures of the men so maybe someonéevdble to ID them. This roll of film belonged toe@amarine who served and was
wounded at Iwo Jima. He lived to his late 70's. | was gilenfilm by a mutual friend. It has been in my desk draweséweral years
because | forgot about it. When | came across ieditto have it developed and nobody wanted to do it becdtise age of the film and
because it was wound too tight. A friend of mine wha professional photographer, Knew of a connection tiroiDe/ho used a special-

process to develop these photos. Need held to identifnarin them. Contact SB Editor

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME: RANK:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:

HOME PHONE: ( ) TODAY'S DATE: DOB: |

WIFE'S FIRST NAME:

| WAS A GUNNER ON: B B B B B
ARE YOUANEWMEMBER? YES__ NO___ IF“NO”"-CARD #

ENCLOSED ARE MY DUES (CIRCLE ONE):  LIFE: $100.00 ANNUAL: $15.00
OTHER: $ E-mail address:

MAIL TO: JAMES HOKE, 1906 RIDGEWOOD DR, PAPILLION, NE 68133-2478

PHONE: (402) 991-5830
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER - IGGY CRUZ

Well, we survived another year and we Thank God for thlahve a lot to cover so I'll get down to the nittyttyi
Back in April 2004, with the help of Casualty Assistaféice, a check list was published in the4 Short Bursts
issue of April and continued in the August 2004 issue....So fgreofdw spouse’s were aware of such a check
and had no clue as to the location of DD214’s retiremeters, who to contact, benefits and so on. Tfoand
out when | call in to give condolence to the survivipguse. It is sad to hear the situation that they ang gjoiu
due to the fact that they could not locate the documbkeatdhey are being asked to produce. Let’s make it eag
for our next of kin. We have been asked to run the cli®ckgain. We are more than glad to do so. Fih&
blanks and sit and do a show and tell with your spouseuwrnext of kin.

As | said in the beginning, | strongly suggest we all revvewcurrent check list and update and let you betterkhalfv of any
changes. A quick check ride wouldn’t hurt. | know thattafais do not want to bring the death subject up but soarateo we
all have to accept the fact that we are not immurtesth. Let's make it easier for our loved ones.olf lgave misplaced or lost y
ou DD214(s) you can request copies from the National PersBeagetds, but do it now because according to them, i tak@to
three weeks to process your requ&itESSINGS TO ALL OF YOU.

The checklist is printed on back to back pages after timal'Fly-By” for you to cut out if needed.

Doolittle Raiders Die: Retired Maj. Gen. David M. Jonesand retired MSgt. Edward W. Horton Jr., both of whom flew
with the famed World War 1l Doolittle Raiders, died Nov. 25 and Nov. 26, respectively. Jones, 94, died at his homeluc-
son, reports the Arizona Daily Star. Horton, 92, diedn Okaloosa County, Fla., where he had lived since 1947, mans the
News Herald. Jones served as a pilot on the initial evation flights in Florida for the Doolittle Project, precursor to the
April 18, 1942, raid on the Japanese homeland by Army Air Fares B-25 bombers that launched from the USS Hornet. Hej
piloted the bomber of Crew 3 and was among those that Bad out over China. He then served in the European tlager,
was shot down in December 1942 and served more than tyears as a POW. He held various staff and command assign-
ments after the war, led B-58 test force efforts, anderved in other research and development positionsnding his career
as commander of the Eastern Test Range in Florida. Havh, who joined the Army in 1935, served as engineer/gunnen
Raider Crew 10 and after the war served at the Climatic Latat Eglin Field in Florida. After retiring, he spent anather 20
years as a civilian employee at the lab.

Pete Karjanis
17BW 34BS WPAFB 1972-1975

MESSAGE from Harry Tolmich: It is with a heavy heart that | am reporting of the pasing of George T. Richards (Rusty).
Rusty from Bandera, Texas reported to the great corral inthe sky on 18 August. | met Rusty at Glasgow AFB, Montana i
1966 when | was assigned there from Fairchild AFB. Rusty and whole host of gunners were xferred from Dyess to @gow.
In September the wing (91rst) deployed to Arclight. Aler that tour, we once again deployed this time to Kadenduring the
capture of the Pueblo by North Korea. Rusty was a huskyed haired Texan who would be the first to report of hip was
needed. If any of the AFGA members who knew Rusty, | @uld appreciate an E-mail from you. As Rusty would say (Cesal
vie)..Harry Tolmich (Apache Jack) 24 August ...1159 hours

Note: | missed this obituary in the December SB issue—sorry for the lateness, Harry but I did get it in. Bob
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DON CLAPSADDLE was born on February 26, 1923 and was a_native of
Koussuth, lowa. Mr. Clapsaddle resided in Liberty County since 1976 having
moved here from Algona, lowa. He was a Veteran of the U.S. Air Force having
retired after more than 23 years of service as Master SGT. Mr. Clapsaddle
served in WWII, Korean Conflict, and Vietnam ERA in which he received nu-
merous awards, medals and ribbons. He was also a member of the V.F.W.
Post #2541, the American Legion Post #90, the Prudence Lodge #205, and
the ABUBEKR Shrine in Sioux City, lowa. Don Duane Clapsaddle, 85, took his
last flight Wednesday, Januagl 7, 2009. He leaves to cherish his memory his
wife, Josephine "Jo" Clapsaddle of Midway; sons, Don Clapsaddle Jr. of New
Iberia, and Jon Lee (Sandy) Clapsaddle of Manchester, TN; grandson, Jod

Clapsaddle; granddaughters, Wendy, Ame, Sara, and Dianna Clapsaddle; and 4 great grandchil-

dren.

Provided by AFGA Chaplain lggy Cruz

Submitted by Thomas Hertel's wife, Shirlgy

Hertel

Furnished by Irma Cox—widow of John Cox—and frien
with Tommy and his wife, Lila Mae. Also thanks to Ma

and Joan Lee for sending it.
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Donald E Murphy, 72, of Westminster. Retired Air Force Master Sgte ©f the founding members of the B52

Gunners Assoc. Husband to Shirley for 54 years. FatiBunaf Gary & Jim; 2 grandchildren, Michael & Sheri; 1
great granddaughter, Alyssa; sister, Beverly Poage. &usmwice Monday, 11 am, with viewing 1 hour prior,hbg
at Aspen Lakewood Chapel, 1350 Simms. Interment at Fort Lidgdonal Cemetery. (Denver Post obituary)

| talked with Don in mid-January while he was in the haspiartion of the hospital. He had been ill for a veng
time and knew his time was short. He laughed and telthenwas writing his obituary as we talked then. | halked with his wife,
Shirley, and yes, he did write one—in fact, he sosmate two. | did not receive copies of them in tiraethis edition of the Short
Bursts but when | get them, | will post them in the nsgtié per his wishes. He was a gunner up to the very enderttl his love to
all of us who knew him. As usual, he had a good humosaiudthe gunners had better have their coins with thieem\ue greets
them on his arrival. We will certainly miss Don—aatdtithe rest of our friends that show up here in thelheBy. Their life’s
checklist is complete and they have completed theit fimgsion on earth.....let's hope they have a happy |lanalirst.Peter’s gate.
Bob

—

Harold Joseph Hogberg (SM/SGT-USAF-
Retired) of Austin, Texas died Friday, Novem-
ber 21, 2008. He is survived by his three sons
and their families, Den-
nis H. Hogberg and his
wife, Judy, of Crozet,
Virginia; Robert W.
Hogberg and his wife,
Anne, of Killeen,
Texas; and Carl L.
Hogberg and his wife,
Gail, of Austin, Texas,
as well as eight grand-
children, and four great-grandchildren. He is
also survived by two brothers, Robert Hog-
berg and his wife, Lucille, and Wayne Hog-
berg and his wife, Joanie, both of Burlington,
lowa, and numerous nieces and nephews. Mr.
Hogberg was born on July 30, 1922, in West
Burlington, lowa, and attended Burlington
High School and Burlington Junior College.
He served in both theatres of the war includ-
ing flying 26 missions over Germany and
France. He retired from the United States Air
Force after 22 years of service and then sold
real estate in Austin until full retirement.

Sent in by Dave Austin
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Betty Jean Gregory Vernelson 77, Larimore, ND, died Saturday, November 8,2008 at the
Larimore Good Samaritan Center.

Betty was born, July 20, 1931 in Sandusky, Ohio, the daughtéernon Eugene and Ava Lee
(Col-sor(? GregorK. Her family later located to SttePsburg, Florida, where she grew up an
attended high school. After graduation she went to worki fee Florida Builders Company,
where she met Harry "Vern" Vernelson, who was omddeom the USAF.

They were married on September 30, 1960 and were statioRdattaburg AFB, New York. In
1963 they moved to Moses Lake, Washington and in 1965 to March @&Bornia. They moved to Grand
Forks AFB in 1972 where Betty worked at the Credit Uniorbase and was active in many organizatio
Betty later worked at the Grand Forks Airport from 1982lwatirement in 1992. She enjoyed many pa
times including needlepoint, painting and being outdoors. Béttgys had a smile on her face and was
voted to her 3 grandsons.

Betty was preceded in death by her husband: Harry Vemeldother: Ava Lee Colson Scott, Father:

Vernon Eu-gene Gregory-and a brother: Vernon Eugene GrdgoBhe is survived by a daughter Verna

(Richard) Benson, Arvilla, ND, and 3 grandsons, Matthestid and Ryan Benson
Burial will take place in the North Dakota Veterans CangtMandan, ND

Sent in by Larry Lewandowski.
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Charles William McMahan, a longtime Atwater resident passed away Monday morning Ja
2009 in Merced, CA., at the age of 71 years of age.
He was born February 5, 1937 to Gerald and May McMahamaimnB&rnardino, CA. Chuck served in th

United States Air Force for twenty years before hadaecto work as a contractor in Commercial Construc-

tion He was an active member of the community servirigamtwater/Winton Kiwanis, the Winton VFW,
was a volunteer for the Atwater Police Department s@rved on the Atwater Planning Commission f
many years. Chuck was a member of the former ManleyfX®affee gang who would meet mornings t
discuss the town business. Chuck enjoyed fishing but hisetrjggyment was taking off on his Harley
Davidson motorcycle and riding all over, even to Stuigi3,with his son Chuck Jr.

Chucks main passion was to spend time with his famidlfaends . He loved to Barbeque ribs, his sp
cialty, for them and they would talk the evening awayuck is survived by his loving wife of 54 years

his children “Chuck” Jonathan McMahan, (Linda), GaryMéMahan (Tracy), and Diane Dudley (Scott).

He also leaves his brother-in-law Tony Cordell antesim-law Gail Langley. Chuck will be greatly
missed by his grandchildren Ryan Dudley, Jamie Ybarra (Dustristen McMahan Chuck McMahan i
and Heather McMahan and his great grandchildren, Tanner amd¥barra. Graveside services were he
on Monday 12. 2009 at San Joaquin Valley National Cemetignyfudl Military Honors.

—
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Sorry to report: 13 February 200MSGT W. E. WARNOCK's final PCS. He worked Fire
Control at Dyess, Castle, Fairchild, Kadena and AndefdtBs. Obituary in the Feb 19th
Merced Sun Star.

Sent in by Cease Walker
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Madeline M Thompson
March 26, 1926 - February 17, 2009

Madeline M Thompson, age 82, of Niceville died
Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at her home. She w3
a mother extraordinaire and a member of the Hol)
Name of Jesus Church. Madeline took a very ac-
tive part in the Ladies Altar Society and running
church bazaars for many years. She was a dedi-
cated military wife and was known as Mom to the
Tail Gunners Society. Madeline is survived by heg
husband Jack F Thompson, a son John (Cheryl)
Thompson of Senoia, GA, brothers George L
Lamirato, Bernard (Mary) Lamirato, Thomas
(Danielle) Lamirato, sisters Margaret (William)
Pitton, Theresa Lamirato, Frances Saltow and Jo
sephine (Ralph) Santangelo along with many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services will be he
at the Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in
Niceville Monday, February 23, 2009 at 10:00
AM. Burial will take place at Barrancas National
Cemetery Tuesday, February 24th at 11:00 AM. |
lieu of flowers the family requests that donations
be made to The Holy Name of Jesus Catholic
Church building fund, 1200 Valparaiso Blvd.,
Niceville, FL 32578

Sent in by son John Thompson
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Gino Joseph Cortesipassed away Monday morning, November 24, 2008 at the age of
83. He was born in Canaan, Falls Village, CT in 1925. His pants were Paul Cortesi and
Irene Carrroll Cortesi. Gino was in the military service for 25 years. After being drafted
into the Air Force in 1943 he was trained as a Ball TurreGunner in B24 airplanes. In
1944, he served in WWII and flew missions over Germany. Whethe war ended he re-
mained in the reserves and was recalled in 1950 for theokean War for which he trained
gunners in B29's. He was also a gunner in B45’s, B66's and B& Privately, he began
flying lessons in 1950 and in 1964 he left the Air Force drwent into the Army as a fixed
wing pilot, Chief Warrant Officer. He also served in tke Vietham War and retired from
the Army in 1968. Gino was a flight instructor and was an BA inspector for 8 years. He

was also licensed to fly helicopters, gliders and hair balloons. Gino was a member of

VFW, Quiet Birdmen, American Legion and Elk’'s Club. Heloved to travel and was a

master bridge player. Gino leaves his wife of 58 yeardlildred Martin Cortesi of

Westfield, MA; 2 children, Tony G. Cortesi and his wit Barbara of West Hartford, CT

and Susan G Mulcahy and her husband Douglas of Canton, CTHe is pre-deceased by

3 sons, Joseph P., Thomas M., and Mark A. Cortesi. Haso leaves 5 grandchildren,

Angela Cortesi of Agawam, Sarah Acus and her husband Don &outhwick, MA, An-

thony Cortesi of West Hartford, Justin and Zachary Mulcahy of Canton, CT. He also

leaves a great granddaughter, Samantha Acus and a sister, Riilla Belcher of Falls

Village, CT. He also leaves a nephew and several nisceServices will be held Friday,

November 28 at 11:00 at Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home i@reat Barrington, MA.

In lieu of flowers those who wish to make donationgiiGino’s memory to the Friends of

the Soldier's Home or Hospice Life Care may send therto Finnerty & Stevens Fu-

neral Home, 426 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230

Sent in by his daughter Susan Mulcahy.

JAMES SUMMERS - Jim Summers Sr., 87, a resident oAlbuquerque since 1974, passed away Friday, Januar§, 2009.
He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Margaret Sumers of Albuquerque; children Jim Summers Jr. andwife- Betty of
Estancia, Stephen Summer's and wife Betty of HollyMI, David Summers of Pine Island, MN, Mark . Summes of Silver
Thorn, CO, Mike Summers of Los Lunas, Kathy Davis ad husband Jay Ger-aths of Tacoma, WA, Jennie Summe and
husband Mike Rosenthal of Oakland, CA; grandchildren Kelly Frick and hushand Brian, Jon Summers and wie Terri,
Robby Summers, Chandra Summers, Christopher SummersAlicia Summers, Rachael Summers, Stephanie Larkimnd
husband James, Ella Rosenthal, Rye Rosenthal; andamy great -grandchildren. After retiring from 31 and a half years in
the US Air Force, Jim worked at the Kirtland AFB Commissary for 32 years. Interment will follow at Sinta Fe National
Cemetery. Should friends, desire contributions maye made to the Sanctuary Zone, P.O. Box 151, Estaad\M 87016.
Please visit our online guest book for Mr.Summers at www.RememberTheirStory.com

Sent in by Tom Coffman
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Arthur Warner Carlisle, 84, a retired U.S.A.F. lieutenant colonel, passed away Thursday, Nov. 27,
2008, at his home with his family around him.
Graveside service: 11 a.m. Tuesday in Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery. Visitation: 6 to 8 p.m.
Monday at Biggers Funeral Home.
Arthur was born Sept. 20, 1924, in Port Huron, Mich., to Eva and Arthur Carlisle. He attended Michigan
State University and graduated from the University of Colorado in 1965.
He graduated from bombardier school in 1944 as a B-24 bombardier. He served in the Korean War in 1951. He
was a member of the B-52 combat crew as the electronics counter measure officer from 1958-1962. His crew won
the 2nd Air Force's Bombing Navigator competition in 1962. His final assignment was as chief technical engineer
and analysis officer for the Minuteman Program.
After retirement, he spent his time remodeling his home, building his Taylor Craft seaplane and teaching classes
at TCJC. He enjoyed sailing and raced for many years.
He was married to Nanci Jim Jameson in 1953. Togather they had two daughters and shared a wonderful 55-year
marriage. He loved his family and spending happy days in the home he built by Eagle Mountain Lake.
Survivors: Wife, Nanci J. Carlisle of Azle; daughters, Heidi Ann Smith and husband, Marvin, of Azle and Kelli Nan
Guess and husband, Robert, of Fort Worth; sisters, Marilyn Stoudt of Virginia and Patricia Lewis of Michigan;
grandchildren, Ryan Smith, Staci Martinez, Tabitha Guess, Adam Guess, Lauri Smith, Micah Guess and Ariel
Guess; great-grandchildren, Gracie and Miley Smith and Sean Martinez.

Sent in by Cease Walker— originally printed in the Star Telegram, Dallas, TX

TAPS

Day is done ... Gone the sun ... From the lakes Fromethills ...
From the sky ... All is well .. Safely rest . God is nigh.

Fading light ... Dims the sight .. And a star Gems the gk.
Gleaming bright ... From afar ... Drawing nigh Falls the nght ..

Thanks and praise ... For our days ... Neath the sun . Néathe
stars... Neath the sky ... As we go ... This we knowGod is nigh ..
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CASUALTY ASSISTANCE CHECKLIST(Continued)
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SUPPORT YOUR GUNNERS ASSOCIATION—PURCHASE FROM THE B X AT LOW PRICES

WE SELL OUR ITEMS MAKING ONLY A MINIMUM PROFIT WHICH ENABLES US TO PURCHASE OTHER
ITEMS FOR INVENTORY!

A member who ordered a set of “Original Gunner’s Wings” as advertised in Short Bursts and pic-
tured on our web site returned them for a refund and remarked that the were not “identical” to the
original gunners wings (issued by USAAF). It was probably a mistake to use the term “Original” to
describe the replica of the wings that we sell in the AFGA Exchange. As far as | know, our replica
wings are as faithful a reproduction of the originals as is available or at a reasonable price. Of
course, we don'’t intend to pass off or replica wings as the real McCoy made during the 1940’s. If
anyone has a source for more accurate replicas, please let your Exchange Officer know.

| am also looking into the possibility of featuring our inventory on eBay with the ability to accept PayPal payments for
those who would prefer to purchase that way. Keep an eye out on the www.gunners.net for more info on this.

—>
111

The BX now has 4 new lapel/hat pins in it's inventoiifie 1” B-52 pin has a light blue outer ring with “Air Foi@enners As-
sociation” in bright silver and raised lettering; theenidr is dark blue with the B-52 in bright silver and eaigirplane; the bot-
tom has a set of “gunners wings” on it, also bright siared raised. Very nice pin—item #30 on the order blardstis $5
each.

The AFGA round pin is blue with white lettering and raisier wings. Item #29 on the order blank—cost is $4 each

The SAC Bulldog shield has the standard coloring fobthkelog, background and crow. The banners are in red \hiite w
background. Excellent pin for the vest, hat and lapem #&7 on the order blank—cost is $5 each.

The BX also received the 4’AFGA Logo decals for us¢henoutside of your window, bumper, book, etc. and alsoens for
inside use on windows (reverse glue). The BX also catiee4” die-cut SAC Bulldog shield decals . (Note thekotsck-
ground in the picture is NOT part of the decals—it iswbonly and the new SAC Bulldog decal shields are die altape)
SPECIAL DEAL: Buy 7 Decals, any mix, for $5 shipping—regularly $1 each,

As mentioned in the last Short Bursts, the BX also aedw quantity of large 3" belt buckles with the raised AHGI® on one
design and the SAC Bulldog shield on the other design—Dbotlbheltes are made of pewter. The SAC Bulldog Shield buckle
is in color. Item #2 on the order form and sells fb2 #ach. Due to weight, shipping for 1 item is $5, for 2 orera0 .

All costs mentioned above do not include shipping. Shgposts are spelled out on the order blanks when you order.

~%E  9"88'% ("H<"#< 6 <--0 1968%S."-# > /(" H=Uo#.-(T .- % -@6#% (YlH"-#31-7-/9"88:6=%6  $:6#$% .- /($6!%
7-10".%8&! % (% -( 1%% ". "# %(1-# % @"#0 -> 2/ 68".7 9% ;6=%

If you have Internet access, a great site with images of various gunners’ wings is located at: http://www.ww2wings.com/
wings/usaaf/usaafgunner.shtml
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Photo to left is of the B-32 produc-
tion assembly line taken at Consoli-
dated Vultee Aircraft (CONVAIR),
most likely around mid to late 1944.
Only 118 of these were built and
most delivered during 1945 just prior
to the end of the war. The photo is
interesting in that one can see what
the assembly lines must have looked
like at most of the aircraft companies
in this era.

Photo provide by Larry Westin.

BACK PAGE PHOTO OF B-32 PROVIDED BY LARRY WESTIN .
Check out his web site at: www.personalpages.tdstelimevastin
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